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To my Nephew 
Peter Warburion, 


of Lincolns-Inn, Eſq; 
| Dear Nephew, 


| T7 theſe enſuing ſhort Prodlica 


Diſcourſes toyourPeruſal; and that 
not only when you would uſe a Mes» 
| dicine to prevent a Surſeit of doing 
gothing in a Long Vacation, but 
when you are well compos'd, and retire 
from other Buſineſs to ſpeak with your 
own Heart : And if fo, then as a word 
ſpoken, ſo a few Sheets read in ſuch 4 
Seaſon, may prove both ſweet and whole» 
ſom, delightful and uſeful. 
of a Fair Eſtate ; but T adviſe and en-* 
treat you, not to fix your foor there 

A 2 with 


lou have been lately plac'd in the view _. 


Tae Epiſtle Dedicatory. _ 
with this Print from it, namely, Soul 
rake thine caſe, &c. 

Tou know what a ſcurvey Name was 
given to him who was rich to him- 
{elf, and not towards God. And | 
let the Cofiderationthereof, cauſe you to 
deſire that theſe outward Pnjoyments may 
rather ſhine upon_ you in an Oblique 
Way, which the Philoſopher los is 
the Cauſe of Generation, than in a 
perperual direct Line, which makes | 
what is beneath it dry and fruit- 
leſs. This Condition * may cauſe you to 
be barren in the beſt Concerns ; but the 
former, (wel manag'd by Devotion and 
Meditation) Will make you abound 1 n 
every good Work.” 

And when you thus Queſt after Pro- 
ficiency, be caution'd _— pling a 

| Remora to your Progreſs by Singula- 
rity ; and be net in the Liſt of thoſe 
- who had rather be guilty of their own 
Erroneous Inventions, than reſt con- 
tented with a Derivative and Impu- |. 
ted Learning. TM 
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In Religious Matters Jon ak that The 73 36444 
al I the moſt fi mple or unmix'd way is 27, FE 
the moſt infallible ; and the Pues 5 Earipde =» :: 
is Adqos.mms ZANFERS,, 70v, fi mplex ſermo ky 
- | eſt veritati connaruralis : 4nd there- 
d | fore in the Myſteries of Piety and Res 
9 | vealed Truth, Jou muft think it very 
Y | improper to aſl f Jour Underſtanding i in 
- | prying theremto, by any new invented 
5 | Carteſian Spectacles. 
| And as for an Over-rational Hu- 
* | mour, when {ich a ſwelling reins hate 
| Impoſthume' is bred in that Moe of the Philoppbica 


1 beologifts of his age : 
Head, that it may not infect Fidem mfxurtis difſ- 


ſecant ambzgibus, ur 


the: Eye of your Soul, Fe: gyro eſt ne- \ 
_qutor, folvuar, ligant= 
member that Queſtion, What ke quzſtionum —— 


la per Syliogiſmos ple. 
hath the Chaſi to: $7 with ly joy ape I 


the Wheat : : And forget not, cophantarum Strophis ! 
| Thar as;Reaſon uſeth Lo- peo my 
ek -for its Seryant, ſo doth © = 
aith Reaſon : And alſo that, in Lo- 
icis Argumentum facit fidew * . 
Fi in Theologicis, Fides facit-Ar- ater. Heſs - 
gumentum. And you may make a twos 
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| TheFpiſtte Dedicatory. 
fold Remark concerning High-flying 
Philoſophical Religioniſts ; namely, 
"That Sim Magus loſt his Feet by 
afteting Wings : And that, Ex ta- 
lium hominum Ingeniis, onines 
hereſes animantur, as was obſery'd by 
Tertullian, lib. 1.adverf. Marcion. . 
Theſe Colloquies are plain and 
familiar, and drawn moſity from Holy 
Writ, which declares all God's Will to 
you in what you muſt believe and do : 
And as far as they conſpire herewith, 
they bave Food in them to nouriſh all the 
Faculcies and Operations of Man's Soul : 
They are ſolid for Information, and ſoft 
for Perſwaſion : They can enlighten bis 
Mind, and incite his Will, and give eve- 
ry Afeftion its due limit ; and when any 
of them (through unbridled Mecele) 
ſhall oucrun ir, they ſtrive co hank 
It in wich a filken Snaffle. 
Upon theſe, and juch matters, fiz 


| our Knowledge chiefly ; for though yon 
 feek any other after the beſt manner, 


and 


| ind to os 0 end, that i is, rp} AN 
| and rationally to find out what 
> | Real Catitent it can give to your 
/ | Underſtanding, and »ſe the two 
"| greateſt Engines and Inſtruments 
of Diſcovery, viz. Labour and Pru- 
dence ; yet it cannot make you happy * 
For that which cando ſo, muſt bear a pro- 
portion to all the Wants, Deſires, and 
| Capacities of your Soul, and muſt alſa 
be of an equal Duration with it, an 
neither of theſe is to be found in any 
other Knowledge, _ This is ſo apparent, 
that as "tis ſaid, Nequaquam opus 
eſt Argumentorum Plauftra hiic ad- 
' vehere. 

Your Bducation bath been i int Leatn- 
ed Society ; and T rejoyce that your 
Skill thereby in ſome choice Matters, hath 

not render d you unworthy of it : Aut if 
You ſhall proceed to add a better Skill in 
' a more excellent way than that of Men 
' and Buſineſs ; You will not only prove 
all Ornament to your Family and Couns 


AA Fry; 


WW he Epiſtle Delicatory: 
try, but may hope for that- Love, and 
Bleſſmg from God, which will, and can 
only make you truly happy I am, 


Dear N AWE 


Your very AﬀeQionate Unkle, 


William Berkeley. 


of» 
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Reader, 1 
# ave put theſe enſuing Diſcourſes 
mto a Style, and method agreea- 
ble to familiar Conference, becauſe 
;t may prove one Motive to their peruſal 
and obſervation ; for hereby you may find 
ſeft perſwaſions added to the bard 4r- 
guments, which enforce the Prattice of 
thoſe Precepts which are here enjoyn'd ; 
and hereupon as in Medicinal Ree« 
_ ceipts; Compoſitions have a ſweet- 
er ſayour, and a greater Efficacy 
than ſingle Ingredierits.s Beſides, 
moſt Readers have their Opinions of be- 
nefit bereby, Byaſt that way, and tho 
they may be fickle and unconſtant herem 
(Theſe often changing) yet as the = 
Of. 


Io the Reade 


tor often makes the unſtable wind drive 
on bis Ship more forcibly, than the beſt 
contrived Engine could; ſo theſe | popular 
Opinions and Deſires may be uſed to 
tray fro rom = drives more ans 


the end which is here n.fix.xry Fo X 
your Benefit. I have given ſuch Names to 
the Conferrets, which are appoſite to the 
Subje they ſpeak of, Which ſhall appear 
in the Chapters in which they are men- 
tioned. And-if IT have not been pun- 
ual berem , I hope that Nominal 
Error may rather meet with your Pars 
don than Cenſure, and an Oyers 

rk hs your Eye, than a Frown 


of my - Forehead; hereby, with' a 
Mb Audi ' to all other failings, you 
993. mer, 'ature bas which 


fiver £6 Gold; whinh ſtays w pit ic 
itt 


To the Reader. | | 
ell it be caſt into the Firez and 
then ſeparates from it, But ſuch 
which :ſhall not leave you in your hot- 
ceftG ircumſtaces * : Be my favourable 
and Contteons Reader, and I will al. 
ways be, 


' Your true and Serviceable Friend, 


Wiliam Berkeley: 
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| 
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Muſop hit, 


THE 


INTR ODUCTION. 


HE Occaſion of the: fre; 

quent Conventions of thoſe 
Friends, which carry on theſe fol- 
lowing Colloquies was the nous 
riſhing, and ftrengthning that 
Friendſhip, which their Neigh- 
bourhood had begot a | 
them't This being a dire&t way to 
that end, becauſe the moſt advan- 
rape in his Caſe ſprings from. it ; 
for hereby, it becomes profitable 
for all Conditions and Perſons. It 
makes the Day and the Night, that 
is Proſperity and Adverſity, Light 
and Pleaſant. It inſtrifts and dilci- 
 plines Youth, it confirms, and en- 
courageth he Elderly, and it com 


forts and ſupports the Ancient : 
And 
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COUKSES; and the Names of 
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Of; 4-Joyful Sorrow. 4 By2 Luperws. 
i 5-The Only Object. | "> bark and 
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THE 


INTR ODUCTION. 


HE Occaſion of the i 
quent Conventions of thoſe 
Friends, which carry on theſe fol- 
lowing Colloquies was the nous 
riſhing, and ftrengthning that 


Friendſhip, which their Neigh- 


bourhbod had begot - amongſt | 


them't This being a dire&t way to 
that end, becauſe the moſt adyan- 
rage in this Caſe ſprings from. it ; 
for hereby, it becomes profitable 
for all Conditions and Perſons. It 
makes the Day and the Night, that 
is Proſperity and Adverſity, Light 

and Pleaſant. It inſtructs and diſci- 
 plines Youth, it confirms, and en- 
courageth he Elderly, and it come 


forts and ſupports the Ancient : 
| And 


1 8 


The InoroduGtion. 
And when this is Experimentally 
known, and noted, it will be no 
. eafie Task to break that knot 
which Friendſhip hath tied ; bur in 
proceſs of time, 'twill be like thac 
which Gordius the Phrygian King 
made with ſo much Cunning, thar 
it ſhall not be undone, and which 
is the Wonder of this Wonder, it will 
be faſteſt in the looſeſt Conditions z for 
as Man's heart tho' it be plac'd in 
the midſt of his Body ; yet is more 
inclin'd to his left fide, and,.there 
beats naore ſenſibly, tho' it uni- 
formly inſpires Life into all parts of 
it ; ſo, tho' in a good and bad 
Condition, one Friend ſhould help 
another, yet much the rather in 
Adverſity. 

Now the way of going on in 
ſuch Conventions for ſuch 2 Pur- 
poſe, is here ſer down, and theſe 
Friends agreeing to Elect one a- 
monegft them to regulate. their Al- 
| | ſemblies 


The IntrodutHon; 


ſemblies when they ſhould appoint 

chem, choſe Ghcon , a Perſon of Sheen from | 
ſweet Tongue and Deportment,  _ | 
and who was alſo known to be a 
Man of true Wit, by his ſharpneſs 
in Search, and ſubtiley in Expreſfi- 
on, and diſpatch in Execution; and 
he complying herein, broke ſilence, 
co put them, their ſeveral Exerciles, ,-- 


alcer this manner. 
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CHAP. L 
Glycon's Diſcourſe 
Of Friendly Conference. 


Riendly Conference hath much 
profit and advantage, and ma» 
ny good qualities ro enhance 
Its vine, and commend it to 
the Exerciſe of well diſpoſed 
Perſons: For Human Society ſtandeth in 
! the communicating mutual Notions to 
| one another. And that it may anſwer 
this CharaQer, we muſt be careful what 
Friendſhip we contra@, and in to- what 
Society we engage our ſelves, for ſuch 
obligation 1s not a matter of Indifferen- 
cy, or enter'd into only upon account of 
Form and Cuſtome, but will either add 
to our Perſonal eſtate of Grace and Vir- 
tue,or diminiſh it, and run us deeply into 
Debt by offending. This may be Illu- 
ſtrated from the qualities of I oad-Fones, 
for put a Thouſand Flints in an heap, and 
they ſhall not receive damage, . or bene- 
fit from each other 3 3 but put Load:fones 

B toge- 


S 2C B i 7 Þ» 
Cownham. 


| Nature, ſo that the Southern point of 


 Sxcictics of Mer, where ſomewhat of || 


(HF 
together, and they 'l prove beneficial, or 


injurious amongſt rhemſelves,for if they 
mcet in terms agreeable to each others 


one be placd againſt the Northern of 
the other, the weak Load-ſtone will be 
drawn, and pleas'd, and ſ{trengthen'd by 
the ſtrong, But if thoſe which be con- 
trary and incongruous do meet, the weak 
{tone will be driven back, and injur'd. 
Thus it happens in the Friendſhips and 


Good or Evil will redound from the | 
Good or Evil which is amongſt them, 
for evi] Company corrupts good Man- | 
ners, and gocd correfts and confirm 
them, wicked Perſons rub off ſome Vice 
to the next; and the Good infuſe ſome 
Verrtues. Andas Diſeaſes bred at ſome 
diſtance, ſpread forth their InfeQtion 1n- 
to the next parts of the Body, fo the 
Vices of diflolate Perlons are derived ups 
on tzofſe who have tamiliar Converſation 
witit them. 

Moreover, for more [iJuſtration 1n 
this caſe, we may Note, that he who 
runs down'the Hill can ſooner put him 
down who 1s getting up, then the other] 
draw himup to him fo incvil Oy | 

the 


(3) 


the worſt prevails againſt the beſt, ra- 
ther then theſe againſt them, and the 


| Reaſon may be, becauſe the infeed are 


not ſo ſoon curd by the Sound, as they 
tainted by their Contagion, You know 
that rotten Apples lying with the ſound, 
are not reſtored to ſoundneſs , but the 
ſound corrupted with their rottenneſs;and 
dead Carcaſes united to living Bodies are 
not revived, but the living it they conti- 
nue any time united to the dead, partake 
with them of their Mortality and Cor- 
ruption. 

Now that virtuous Perſons are malig- 


. nantly influenc*'d by the vicious, may 


appear from their diſtin& qualifications, 
and contrary diſpotitions, for the vicious 


| Perſons being whol'y Fleſh, are more ear- 


neſt, and dihgenc 1n the Devils Scrvice, 
then the truly virtuous can be in God's 
Cauſe, ſeging they are Regeneftate but 
zn part, and the Fleſh oppoleth the Spiric 
in all good attions which either reſpe& 


themſelves or their Neighbour. 


This excellent Caution concerning 
Friendly Communicati::n, and the In- 
genious application of ir -G/ycon thought 
fit to uſe as one Proicgue ts another, or 
to introduce thereby a Diſcourſe about 

B 2 the 


(4) 
the neceſſary Duty of Meditation, whict 
is the Prologue to all good, Moral and Divine 
Attions, and they another to a well or- 
der'd Converſation, for ( ſaid he) when 
the Royal Prophet had fix'd his thoughts 
F/a. 119. upon his ways, this went immediately be- 
fore bis turning to God's Precepts, and 
*. 47.16. ult. when St. Peter had well thought on his 
Denial of his Lord and Maſter, then forth- 
with he became a weeping Penitent. And 
hereupon he defir'd Meletus to Diſcourſe 
firſt on the Duty of Meditation,and heat- 
ter he had Saluted the Company ina well 
ciſpoſed geſture, and with an affeCionate 
and Courteous Compellation, began to 
{peak thereot after this manner. 


CHAP. 14 


The Prologue to Piety : Or of Medi- 
tation, Diſcours'd of by Meletus. 
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Moles. os FT is in ſuch a peculiar manner the 
' who thin Natural Quality ot Man to7bink,thar 


who thinks, and Þ 
deeply corfoders Herein he properly excels all Infertour 


| Gacmag Creatures, for they have not this Re- 
fletive 


_— na > mr 


- - 
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(9) 
fetive faculty to examine any of their 
Agﬀions, or Moons ; but proceed for- 
ward by the Innate Impulſe which Na- 
ture hath given them for their Rule and 
Guide, 

However meerly to Thizk is not ſuch 
a diſtinguiſhing excellency in Man, un- 
leſs he uſe ſome means whereby he may 
put his Thoughts into good Order, - and 
Method, and thereby ſo well digeſt 
them in his Head, that they may not 
brood unripe and raw Notions in his 
Mind ; and ſuch which are ſo dull and 
ſtupid, as that they render him like, and 
therefore worſe than the Beaſts that 
periſh, tor ?cis better ro be a Beaſt than 
like one, In them a want of power to 
Think is Natural ; but to Think to no 
purpoſe is Folly. 

Now the proper means for this End 
is Meditation, and that I may not huddle 
over what Ideſign to ſpeak of this Duty, 
I ſhall proceed 1n this following plain 
trodden way. | 

Namely to declare what Meditation is ; 


| and what we ſhould exerciſe it about, and 


the Cauſes which may move as hereto 3 and 
then the manner how we ſhould put it in pra 
ice, 


B 3 A? 


Pſa. 38 12. 
S. Mat. Ig.19. 


(6) 

As to the Firſt, Note that 
Mediration in the General deſcription 
of it, 7s to fix our thoughts upon any thing: - 
Or it is au Orderly right, and ſerious ma. 
wagement of our Thoughts. *Tis as the 
Captains ſetting his Company 'in Rank 
and File, or the Accomptants diſtin& 
placing his Numeral Ceunters, or the 
Phy ticians $killful puttivg together his 
Ingredients. | 
Now in this large ſenſe of the word 
Meditation, the vileit of Men may, and 
have periormed it, for they can ſearch 
out Iniquity and the inward Thought of eve- 
ry one of them, aud their heart is deep. 
And frequently they omit nothing , 
which may ſerve for a molt exact and 
punctual Inquiry, and all the Wir, and 
Cratr, and Policy which can be tound in 
all Mankind, is many times gathered 
together, and made ufe of by them, to 
pertett the wicked and cruel defigns 
wh they have thought upon. 
Beſides, They Meditale deceits all the 
day long. And out of the heart proceed evil 
Thoughts. $9 that, *ris not praite worthy 
only ro Think or to Meditate, , For as. 
Alexander, ſecing'a certain Youth, who 
bore his :Natme, but would: not Fight, 
rn Tg © 


(7) 
ſaid to him, either change this Diſp /iticn, 
or. thy Name. — So may we to that Man 
who will not Zhins and Meditate, for his 


Soul, which gives him his Name /4ay, is 2 


Buſie Body, and ſo indiſpenſibly in Mo: 
tion, that 'twill be doing ſomething, tio? 
it may come to nothing; and theretore 
there needs no Argument, or Rhetorick 
to convince a Man that he muſt Think 
and Meditate. — But to pertorm this 
Office is to ſet about it Orderly and Regn- 
larly, that is, to be Intent upon the 
beſt things, and fix ug that which pro- 


duces real profit, and fuch Meditation 


will upon future proof, much further a 
pious Converſation, trom which Harve(? 
we ſhall Reap the beft advantage. 

Now thac we may fo ſow, and ga- 
ther in, we muſt according to our pre- 
(cribed Method ſhew in- the next place, 
Thoughts. 

: Now that muſt be #04 God, and our 
ſetves, upon what God hath ſaid and done, 
and upon what we are. and ſhall be. 

And for our. Guide herein, we muſt 
Meditate on' God's Holy Ward. — 
Andtherein upon hisWill and Commands; 
theſe muſt be known before they can be 
done. ” 4 A 


Fd 


upon what we muſt fix ard ſettle our 


Te ObjedF of © 
Mealtutton. 


God, and our 


fezves. 


Calv, in pro- 
em, ad Pal. 


(8) 


A good Expoſitor hath told us concern: 
ing one Holy Book, namely that of the 
P/alms. that he aptly call'd it the Azato- 
my of all the parts of the Soul, for no Man 
can perceive any afte&ion in him whoſe 
Image doth not clearly ſhine forth in 
thar Glaſs : Nay, the Holy Ghoſt repre» 
ſenrs there unto the Life, the Troubles, 
Sorrows, Fears, Doubts, Hopes , Cares, 
and all the turbulentMotions with which 
Mens minds are uſually diſturb'd. | 
Now if Gods Word abound ſo in one 
part, what will t do in the whole? Ita 
parcel be fo Gaintal, what Riches will 
rhe whole Cargo Import? This may be 
one Reaſon why the Pſalmif? was fre- 
vent jn Mecirating on ! 15 i }bject, tor 
he did Meditate in Gods Law Day and 
Night, and he faith. He will Meditate in 
his preceprs, and (}! how I love thy Law. 
'Tis my Meditation all the Day, and he did 
not torget his Comm4ncments, and he 
didit frequently, fur his eyes did prevent 
the Night watches, that he might Meditate 

in God Word © 
Now 1n our Refl:&ions upon Gods 
Holy Word, we muſt eſpecially inquire 
out the Promiſes and Threatnings wtuch 
are there Treaſur'd up, — His promiſes 
ts Eo 


(9) 
ro comfort us, His Threatnings to awe 
us; upon his Promiſes as Cordials to re- 
vive our drooping Souls, upcn his 
Threatnings , as Purges and Vomits to 
cleanſe us trom our filthy Luſts, tor then 
we ſhall be perſwaded to part With our 
filthy Corruption, when wecan fay with 
David, my fleſh trembleth for fear of thee, 


and I am afraid of thy Tudgmer fs. Pſ.119.v.120. 


And as for Gods promiſes, his 
thoughts were firmly fix'd upon them, 
for heſaith, 7have rewembred thy Name, 
| O Lord, in the Night, and have kept thy 

' Law. Thy Name, that is, thy mercy and 
goodneſs, of love in thy Promiſes, and in 
thy experienc'd aid, and aſſiſtance, — Tn 
the Night, that is, when carcs and trou- 
bles have pollcſs'd my mind, or when 
wicked Men ſnort, and are ſecure, and 
on their Beds meditate Villany, then 
have I comforted my felt in the promiles 
of tay Word, 

__ Such Meditations ſhould we have, ard 
tho'all Gods Word deſerves our ſerious 
Meditations, yet molt eſpecially rhote 
parts which afford vs much comfort, ard 
benefit, true Joy and real Profit, as Dazid 
acknowledoed Gods promiſes did to him, 
ſaying, Few ſweet are thy promiſes to my 
Mouth « E And 
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PJ. 119. 130. 


Ibid. 
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And here 'tis worth our Meditation, 
and a very fit obje&t for it, how that 
Good things were purpoſed by God to- 
ward Men before all Time, Promiſed in 
Time, and ſhall be performed in the 
End, and after, and beyond all Times : 
So God's Promiſe putteth us in mind of 
his Love of Old in EleCting us, his Truth 
now in aſſuring us, his Power hereafter 
in doing that which he hath both purpo- 
ſed and promiſed. — And tho' God's 
Law, by reaſon of the condition annexed 
of perfect fulfilling it, be contrary to the 
free promiſe of Life; yet it doth not 
aboliſh, and take away the Promiſe of 
Grace, but ſerveth as an helper thereto, 
for by diſcovering the fatal danger by 
fin, it driveth afflicted Sinners to Chriſt, 
who is their only Remedy, andin whom 
alone Abraham, and his ſpiritual Poſteri- 
ty find Righteouſneſs, and Life Eternal, 
which is the thing promiſed. 


Moreover, God's Promiſes are Infal- | 


lible Cures for our Broker Boxes or affli- 
cted Conſciences, and we ſhould apply 
them to thoſe Ruptures by a diſcuſſive 
Meditation, and thereby we ſhould aw2- 


ken our hearts, and incite our Wills to | 


cloſe with God and Chriſt in the Mercy 
| and 


(1 ) 
and Truth of his Promiſes, ſuch Promt- 
ſes as are founded upon Chriſt as Media- 
tor, and in him upon God, as the Foun 
tain of all Grace and Love. 

Now as we muſt Meditate upon what 
God zath ſaid, fro muſt we alſo upon 
what he hath doye. —- We muſt by Me- 
ditation have all God's Works in Rc» 
membrance, «-- His Works of Creation, 
and Providence, for, when our thoughts 
are rightly fx*d upon theſe Works, we 
ſhall pon Fg God 1n his Power, and Wife 
dom, and Goodneſs, and Viercy, — His 
Power 1n making ſuck excellent things 
which we ſee in the Heavens, Earth, 
and Sea, out of nothing. Z7zs Wiſdom 
in the contrivance of them in ſo Glorious 
a manner. Z7is Goodneſs and Mercy in con- 
triving, and prſerving all things 1a taat 
Order and Dz cency which we fiad 
them. 
| Thus 1n oeneral: And ifin a particular 
{ Manner we wouid Meditate upon the 
Nature and Properties, which God hath 
wrought in BeafFs, we might thence not 
only take good Inſtructions for the ber- 
ter preſervation and ſuſtenance of our 
Bodies, bur Leflons alſo to frame and 
pertect our Manners: :— As lor Inſtance. 


Medi- 


vid. Fran, de 
Animal, 
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Meditate on {the Came! which then 
Noopeth, and kneeleth when he ſhall be 
charged 3 and thence learn the leſſon of 
Humility. 

Meditate on the Cock, which giveth 
out of his own Mouth Meat to his Hens, 
and expoſeth himſelf to any danger to 
keep them fatez and thence learn the 
Leſſons of Liberality, and care over our 
Families. 

Meditate on the Bee, which gets Ho- 
ney out of the Flowers without any 
damage, or injury done to them ; and 
thence learn to Gain by the uſe of ano- 
thers Goods without his hurt or preju- 
dice. 

Meditate on the one eyed Fiſh called 
ra Noſcopos,whoſe Eye lo ſtands, that it 
always looketh upwards; and thence 
learn to fix your hearts upon things 
which. are above, Or upon. the Goat 
which continually climbs upto high and 
eminent placesz and thence learn the 
ſame Leflon more peric&ly. 

From Meditation on ſuch, and the like 
Works of God, Good and Learned Per- 
ſons have much improved themlſelves, 
and others by way of Application of 
them, for Orators have usd them to 
| Pere 
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perſwade, and others alſo who have writ” 
ten well and Elegantly.z and God and 
Holy Men frequently inſtru&t us by the 
Manners and Conditions of Beaſts, and 
lead us thereby to perfection, and up- 
rightneſs of Life, for they adviſe us tobe 
Prudent as Serpents, and Innocent as 
Doves , and Meek and Gentle as the 
Lamb, and Strong and Conſtant as the 
Lyon. — Now to many other Exam- 
pies of this kind I ſhall leave you to your 
own thoughts. 

Thus we ſee what a large Field of Me- 
ditation all Mankind hath, from what 
they ſee God hath done in the World. 


But we muſt not bound our Meditati- g, yp, ci. 
ons here, but conſider that we are Chri- /tians ſpould 


ſtians, and thereupon proceed in this 
Duty with care and circumſpeCtion, for 
becauſe we are thus called,it behoves us to 
fix our thoughts chiefly on God's gracious 
Work,in ſending his Son into the World 
to Redeem thoſe whoBelieve in him from 
the Bondage of Sin, Death, and Miſery. 


That God /6 loved the World that he Fo. 3 16. 


| gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 
believeth in him ſhould notiperiſh but have ex 
zerlaſtiug Life,is ſuch agladTyding which 
ſhould never ſlip out of our memories. 
Cer- 


| (14) 
_ Certainly there is much Benefit got b 
. reflecting upon;ſuch lovingWorks of God, 
for as the Flint is broken upon the Cuſhi- 
 on,ſo our Hearts which are hard and.ſto- 
ny by cuſtomary finning , will hereby 
through God's Grace, be broken, and 
made tender and plyable to the obſer- 
.vance of God's 'Laws. 
 Mcditate upon Divinity cloathed in 
Humanity, upon Life ſuffering Death ; 
upon Glory induring Shame 3 upon the 
Beloved caſt out to Miſery ; upon Hea- 
ven Deſcending into Hell, arid then be 
 tilgnt if you can; and if it be poſhble 
forbear to cry out who can refiſt ſuch 
Love 2 What trozen Heart cannot be 
thaw'd with ſuch heat* Who would not 
»Fear ſuch a Lord? And who would not 
be Obedient to ſuch a Father > Theſe 
.are the admirable effeds which are 
; wrought in us by the Meditation on fuch 
.a wonderful Work of God ; and there- 
fore tofix our thoughts frequently upon 
this Obje&, is not only the ſp-cial Du» 
ty, but the excellent priviledge of us 
who are called:Chriſtians. 
And here Meletys, that he might .not 
furteit his Hearers patience, and hereby 
. pat the Medicine he us'd for their. dili- 
ZE gence 
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to} _ 
gence in the preſcrib'd Office in need of a 
Medicine it ſelf, he adjourn'd them to 
another time to hear the Report he was 
to make upon the next Object of Meds: 


tation. 


P"—= —_—_ 


CHAP. III, 
Meletus's Second Diſcourſe of Medi- 


tation. 


Lo 


N the next Congreſs he proceeded to 
[ declare, that the Duty of Meditation 
was to be exercisd upon #er ſelves. 

That. is, faid he, we muſt 7hink »poy 


our Condition, what we are, and what we 


are like to be : Whether we are what we 
profeſs, Chriſtians in reality, and whe- 
ther we declare our (elves to be ſo, by de- 
parting from Iniquity. 

Now if by Meditation we diſcover 
what we are, we ſhall ſoon know whar 
we ſhall be, if we ſo continue, for Miſe- 
ry and Happineſs everlaſting, will be the 
conſequent of our Wicked or Pious 
Converſation 3 as we Live, ſo ſhall we 
Die; and as we Die, ſo ſhall we be Re- 
warded ; we muſt either be Goats, or 

 Oheep, 


Prov .23. 


( 16 ) = 
Sheep, receive our Bleſſing or our Curſe; 
either be thrown down into outer Dark- 
neſs, or elle enter into our Maſters Joy. 
-Now the firſt Meditation in reterence 
ta our ſelves ſhould be to know what the 
Condition of our Heart 15s, for that is the 
{pecial Gift which God requeſts of us. And 
{11nce we ſhould not give him we know 
not what, ſamething at adventure, and 
not what we may be aſſured he wlll 


kindly accept, and carefully Preſerve , 


See Mede. on 


and plentiiully Reward. We muſt fix 
cir thoughts fb, as to examine whit 
our Hearts are in themſelves, and then 
we ſhall know what cur ſelves are, and 
what God expects from us. Now asno 
Member of the Body performs any Actr- 
en of Spiritual Life wherein a Pulſe from 
the Heart doth not Beat, So 1t 151n the 


Prov. the 4. ſpiritual Man, and the Aftions of Grace; 
V. 23. 


that lives not, which ſome Graciovs 
Motion from the Heart doth nor quick- 
en; and therefore know by Tryal and 
Fx:mination What that 1s. 

Now according to Scripture Phraſe the 
Heart of Man is of a large extent z for,tis 
not only the principal inward part of all 
Life, and the Fountain of Motion, and 


Native Heat,but it is the Principa/fand O- 


riginal 
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riginal of all the faculties, and of all the Becanſe of this 
þ na 1 Vital Operations ; The ſeat of fi Ryo 
the Underſtanding, Fancy, Memory and ereck Interpre- 
Aﬀeftions. It is the ſpring from whence "G11. "a 
the T, houghts, Diſcourſes, Imaginations , Rapdtz Puyh 
Paſſions and Motions, which are in Man 99\« vis - a 
flew, and ſtream forth; Beſides it is the _ DN 
Treaſary of Virtues, and Sink of Vices, and 
the place of all Habits, 

Sothat, the Heart ſigaifies a ſincere 
| aſſent of Mind, a ſerious purpoſe of 
| Will, a great force of Ate&ions, a large 
| endeavour of Strength, and Integrity, 
and.perfeftion of Mind. 
| Now when upon Meditation, we thus 
{ know,what ourHearts are,and how they 
are differenc'd from double, or rather haif 
Hearts ; then we ſhall underſtand what - 
that Duty and Obedience to God is, 
which is hearty, or perform'd with the 
whole Heart, and which will be well 
pleaſing to him; tor hence we learn, that 
| 2t muſt be true and ſincere, not feigned 
| and hypocritical; ſerious and ſolid, and not 
| 2n jeſt, light and ſuperficial ; diligent and 
| efficacious, not weak, remiſs, and floathful 3 
whole and full, not conciſe, lame, and im- 
perfet, - | 
_ - Now this knowledge is not only 

worth the obtaining, tut abſolutely ne- 


C  Ceſſary, 
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cefſary, and therefore ſhould engage us 
in che Meditation of it, becauſe it is the 
maſt proper means for that end. 

And,when we have ſix'd our thoughts 
to this purpoſe, then we ſhould fix them 
upon the main thing requird 1n us as 
We are Chriſtians. And that 1s ſer down 
by our Lord and Maſter, from whom we 
have our Names, in the Phraſe of &eing 
Born againy and the neceſlity of it 1s ad- 
ded to ſtir up our diligence 1n aſſuring 
our ſelves, that we are in that Conditi- 
on, for, except it be thus, we ſhall not ſee 
the Kingdom of God, So that we muſt 
be New, or Undcne Creatures, live in 
Grace, ordie in Sin. 

And next to the Veceſity if #t, we 
muſt Mezgitate upon te Excellency, the 
ſuperlative Excellency of that New State, 
As, that it makes us partakers of the Di- 
vine Nature, 4hat is, Regenerate by the 
Holy Ghoſt, or indewed with new qualities 
cf Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, wherein 
we reſemble God, as Children do their 
Father, bearing the Image of his Wit- 
dom and Purny, And allo that hereby 
we become Kings and Pricſls unto God, 
Kings, becauſe of the Victories which 
in. that Condition we obtain againſt the 
Fleſh; the World, and the Devil, and 
| Prieſts + 
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Prieſts, becauſe then we offer up to God 
a pure Body, and Holy Prayers, and the 
Works of Piety, and Mercy. 

The next Obzect we ſhould fix upon 


in reference to oxr ſelves, 1s, to know. 


what we ſhall be, or what kind of future 
Life we {hall Live. 

 Andinorder hereto it will highly con- 
cera us to Meditate on the tour Jaſt 
things, namely, Death, Judgment, FZe!l 
FTeaucn. | 


Theſe laft things well confider'd, will 


make us always laſt, and live in ſpight of 
Dearth it (elf. 

Now, as a previous motive to ſix our 
thoughts upon, the firſt of thele Objetts, 
D E AT H, Let us Note that the Re- 
_ gular performance hereof, may caule our 
Sins to Dye betore they be Old, and there- 
by ſecure us from the full ſtrength and 
force of them 1n oar Hearts, for 'tis the 
Nature of Sin to be ſtronger and more 
fierce when 0/d than Toxng, the wither'd 
and drooping Body, proves a Medicine 
for Sin's growth and flouriſhing , for 
when the Fort, or Outwork of the Soul is 
Diſmantled by many Breaches made in it 


by Luſt, and Intemperance,and from the _ 


frequent Detachments, and freſh Supplies, 
{ear by Satan from thoſe vicious Habits 
C2 as 


Death, 


(20) 
a5 from a well turniſh'd Magazine; which 
he hath Jaid up againſt it 3 then Sin re- 
Lires into the Caſtle of Mans Soul, and 
there un-tes his Forces, and makes them 
ſtronger, and what Ruines the Out-work, 
that 1s, the Body hath ſuffer'd, doth but 
Alarm Satan's Induſtry, to make the 
Caſtle the more Invincible for himſelf. 

Now the frequent thoughts of Death 
may. out-wit Satan, and prevent this 
bis Stratagem,and this ſhauld ſtir us up to 
be exercty?d in that counterplot and em- 
pioyment, and that this will herein 
prove {ucceſsiul we may be aflur'd from 
hence, namely, thatthe Heavenly Arith- 
metick of Nambering our Days , that we 
ray apply our Hearts to Wiſdom, mult be 
learned by Meditation. 

Hereby we ſhould often viſit our r Se- 
pulchres, and take a turn. in our Tombs, 
and Drefs our ſelves up tn our winding 
Shee's. — By this Art, we may make 
Dearth, our Natures grim Enemy, onr 

EE Fronts and hereby learn an Ac- 
guaintarice with it, and procure its fami-. 
Boy, and even touch and Rroke it, and 
fo abate much of its fiercencfs, when of 
necetiity, and according to Heavens 
Statute Law, it muſt, and doth come. 


Believe it, Meditation of it betore, ts 
the 


C28 } 


the beſt Receit to heal the anguiſh, and 
ſ\harpneſs of Death when it doth come 5 
and after our Thoughts have taken ſome 
Turns in the Charne! 7onfe, let them 
come forth, and by Meditation mount 
up to the place of Judgment. 

And there fix we our Minds upon the 
Righteous Fudge, and the Glorious T11ba- 
al, and the Various Yaalities, and Po. 
ſures of the Priſoners, ſome ſmiling with 
_ their Pardons in their Hands, and called 
by their Loving Maſter and Saviour 
from the Bar, and plac'd at his R:9h7 
Hand. Others pale and ghaſtly, and 
trembling under the terrours of a guilry 
Conſcience, and Seated on the Lef# 
Hazd to be thrown down intoa Priſon of 
Eternal Darkneſs. 

Meditate on the never Dyins Worm, 
that is bred in that Priſon, and there 
will fix his Venemous Teeth, and Tor- 
ment the Conſcience for ever. — How 
to go through Hell to Heaven, is a 
Road well known to thoſe who have 
examined all the Paſſages which lead 
thither, and are reſolved upon that Jour- 


| . ncy, mauger all the dangers, and fright. 


tul Objedts, and cruel uſage, which ye 
in the way to hinder them, ſuppoſing 
ir much better hereby to be ſcared to 
C 3 Hap- 


(22) 

Happineſs, then to flide down delight- 
tully to Miſery, — we all know 
that the moſt dreadful State of rhoſe 
which are in Hell is expreſs'd by Fire,be- 
caule it 15_ the moſt terrible Element ; 
and the Meditation hereof may cauſe 
us, through God's Grace, to uſe all rhe 
_ proper means whereby we may eſcape 
ir, end thatit may not be the Portzon of 
our Cup. 

Now atrer ſuch black and frightiul 
thoughts which are as the Rod, rather 
to keep us in awe and order, than to 
aliright and hurt us. 

Let us Meditate on Heaven, and this 
Object when duely entered upon, wall 
be ſo delightfome, and delicious ro our 
Souls, that with the Spouſe in the Can- 

ricles, they will crave whole Flaggons of 
it, and drink ſo deep, till they be mnebria- 
ted with its ſa eetneſs.— For there, all the 
precious and gracious Promiſes in God's 
Holy Word ſhall be fully accomplith'd, 
and perform'd to themsz and what 
Dranght can be more ſweet, and com- 
tortable £ — So that *4is our Re creation, 
and Pleaſure, as well as our Obligation | 
and Duty to Meditate on Heaven. And 
that we may not be difcourag'd from 
fixing our thoughts upon this Object be- 


caule 
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cauſe of the vaſt extent of it, or furfeit 
them with the variety of thoſe Delica- 
cies which it affords. For Eze hath net 
ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor can Man's Heart 
conceive what they are. 
| Let us ſet this Breviate, or Epitomy 
of it before us, and Meditate thereon.—— 
Namely, on the Incomparable, and In- 
comprehenſible Excellency of the Place; 
of the unexpreſſible Jozs laid up in that 
place, of the Fatzeſs of that Houſe; of 
the innumerable Rzvers of pleaſure which 
glide along thoſe Banks 3 of the Tran- 
ſcendent Glory that fills every part; of 
the Noble and Seraphical Quiriſters 
which tnere attend 5 of the. Raviſhing 
Anthems which are there heard; and of 
the Yifon of God himſelt which 1s Eter- 
nal Happinels, 

And here, Mcletus looking about him, 
and perceiving by the chearful aip.0ts, 
and diligent attention of his Hearers, 
that their Ears were not jet ſatiated with 
his Lef4ure, he went on to ſhew them 
ſome unqueſtionable Reaſons, why they 
ſhould perform this Pious Office of Me- 
ditation, and to what end. and for what 
profit they ſhould be ſo employ d. 

And the firſt Reafon was. becauſe there 
is nothing more truly Beneficial tous than the 
C 4 right 
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right and couſtant management of this Of- 
fice, for hereby God's Holy Word will be 
fruitfui to us ; A Meditating Heart 1s an 
hoxef? and good Heart, and ſuch is very 
fruitful, 10der the means of Grace. 

- If we won't ſtep aſide, and take time 
to fix our Thoughts upon what we 
hear. or read in God's Word, and from 
his Meſſergers, we ſhould be very extra- 
vagantly conceited to imagine that we 
jLould be ever the better for it. 

2, By Meditation we may prepare onr 
Souls for all Holy Performances, — As for 
Prayer, and Reading Holy Writ, and 
Receiving the Lord's Supper, and forgj- 
ving and forgetting.Injuries, and all o- 
ther Duties of Mercy and Charity. 
This Exerciſe. will compoſe cur minds , 
and fetch them 7, when they have been 
abroad upon the World, and 'tis fit we 
make our ſelves comely and orderly by 
this Ad of Meditation, bctore we ap- 
proach to wait upon God. | 

We are not to Ruſh all of a ſudden 
upon any Holy Duty, but to confider 
of it, and prepare for 1t. 

' Now Meditation puts us into this 
way, it cauſeth us to Waſh aud Trim up 
our Souls with fincerity,and an awful Re- 


verence, that ſo we may enter into God's 


 pre- 
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preſence with that Decency, and Order 


which becomes his Faithful Servants and 
Duritul Children. 


3. Meditation wz/! prove an excellent Reaſon 3- 


means againſt all our tempting Luſts and Cor- 
ruptions, and alſo aſtrong Bulwark, for our 
Vertues and Graces, For, he who fre- 
quently fixeth his mind upon the Na- 
ture of Sin, may (through God's Grace) 
be ſoon perſwaded to hate and abhor it : 
For the Nature of Sin is to be evil in it 
ſelf, and dangerous to the Soul which 
harbours it. 1 

Now as a Landlord will by no prof- 
fers of advantage entertain a Gueft 
which he knows to be an egregious 
Robber, and will Plunder him of his 
Subſtance, and Fire his Houſe : No more. 
will the Soul admit of Sin, when it con- 
 fiders that it will deprive him of God's 
Favour , and infllame him with his 
Wrath and Diſpleaſure. - 

It Men would in their ſerious Medi- 
tations ſet the pleaſures and profits of Sin 
on one ſide, and the loathſomneſs, and 
danger of it on- the other; did they 
view her Portion and Dowry with one 
eye, and her Deformity and Vicious 
Qualities with the other, it would be 
an admirable way to make them deſiſt 
| from 
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from Courting her, and to avoid her with 


the greateſt abhorrency. 


It they would in their Meditations 
compare Sin, as they aptly may, to the 
Locuſt mention'd in Sacred Writ, which 
tho' they had Crowns like Gold on their 
Heads, and the Faces of Men, and their 
Hair like Womens,yet withal had Teeth like 
Lyons, and Tayls like to Scorpions, that is, 
did they but think what Shame and 
Death would follow their {intul delights, 
and honours; what. bitterneſs lay ar the 
bottom of Sins Cup ; Queſtionleſs ſuch a 
rhought would make them Cracify it to 
Death in 1ts moſt rich and pleaſing At- 
rire. 

Now as Pious Meditation would af- 
ter this manner ruine fin, ſo 'twould be 
a means to ſave and ſecure Grace : For, the 
thoughts of the lovelineſs hereof would 
put Courage into us to engage for it a- 
cainſt all its Spiritual Enemies, and 
**would invite us to quicken it with 
our warmeſt affections, and hereupon 
we ſhould place it in the Garriſons of our 
Hearts,and keepthoſe Garrifons with our 
greateſt watchtulnels. 

Moreover, Meditation is a means to 
encreale and multiply our Graces, for this 
Duty wil: bring {upply of Grace, and 
by 
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by it we ſhould know what Armory to 
g0 to, that is, where to be Releiv'd. 

And beſides all this, it will employ 
them, and not ſuffer them to perith by 
eaſe and idlenels : It will rouſe up our 
Faith, and kindle our Charity, and for- 
tifie our Hope, and enliven our Deſires, 
and multiply our ſpiritual Joys; *cwill 
alſo looſen our Aﬀettions from earthly 
things, and g1Ve usa faretaſte of Eternal 
Glory. 


By Meditation we enjoy God here, and 4 Reaſu. 


fee Heaven upon Earth; — This 1s the 
Souls Perſpedive Glaſs, through which it 
may view things a far off, by 1 we take a 
turn in Heaven 3 and view the Bea- 
tifical Viſion by it we make a Viſit ro God 
himſelf, and enjoy the ravithing de- 
lights of his pretence; and by it we in- 
vite, and bring him even into our own 
Houſes : for, when we fix our minds up- 
on Jim, he will vouchſfate to draw near 
to us; and hereby we Humbly, and Re- 
vercntly, and ſubmitſively confer witit 
him, and ſpeak to him, and haveas muci 

of him as the Soul of Man can bear. 
Believe it, there can be no /ztercourſe 
between Heaven and Earth, berwixt 
God and Man without Meditation, but 
inthe excrcife of it there may, and this 
Will 
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will bring a large Harveſt of Spiritual 
Toy, and Comfort into our Souls; for, 
true Meditating Chriſtians are uſually 
moſt acquainted with God, and this ac- 
quaintance will procure the beſt Peace,and 
the moſt real comfort. 

And here Meletus, having Cruiſed thus 
far in this Ocean of matter, made into 
the ext Port, and furPd up his Sails , 
thinking it proper to give himſelf, and 
his Friends an opportunity of «nbending 
their Bow, or (ome Relaxation of their 
ſtrit attention, that it might not ſlack- 
en by too much uſe, and alfo an occa- 
fion of fixing their minds upon what he 
had deliverd, and told them that he 
would Launch out a few more Leagues on 
this ſubje at their next meeting ; and 
upon their breaking up at that time, he 
put them in mind, 'that tho' delay ſeem- 
ed ill favourd, yet for the reaſons be- 
foremention'd, it might prove the Mos» 
ther of Beautitul Wiſdom. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. IV. 
Meletus's Third Diſcourſe of Medita- 


tions 


H E next meeting being come, and 
 Glox having put the Aſſembly in 


mind of the occafion of it, and then 


made ſome fign to Meletus to proceed in 
the ſame Path, and with the ſame Fooz 
he had begun, he freely embrac'd the 


| motion, and broke filence after this fol- 


lowing manner. 
It is written, faith Me/etrs, of the Bird 


up when he hath concocted them by the 
heat of his Stomack, and then chooſe 
out of them thoſe which were moſt pro- 
per to be caten. 

| would perſwade my ſelf, that in /ke 
manner you have, by Meditation, put in 
good order what you have already heard, 
and choſe out ſome peculiar obſervations, 


whereby you have been made more 
ſtrong in Chriſtian Virtues, then you 
| were before, and that you may have 
| freſh ſupply to add to your increaſe 


herein, 


_ Cn 
| ret . de Symbol, E- 
called Phatalia, that it 1s wont to fill it oypt. ſapfecnr, 


ſelf with Shell-fiſh, and to vomit them **# 


[i 


I Mark I » 2 To 


Gen 24. 656 
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herein.for Chriſtians muſt like the Croco- 
dile, be growing, as long as they live. --1 
thall now ſhew you the manner how the 
Dury of Meditation muſt be exercisd, 

and ir is neceſſary that you be inform d 
hereot ; for the manxer of going any good 
action 15 the main thing which renders 1t 
acceptable in God's figat, and beneficial 
ro us 3 and the difficulty cf it will require 
directions for its performance 1n our pra- 
Ctice. 

1. Now the firſt Diredicn in order 
hereto is, 

'Fochooſe out ſome fit time to Meditate : 
This will much further our deſign, and 
prove helpfulto us. —- We find that our 
Great Maſier choſe the early Morning : 
For then riſing up before Day,. he went out | 
and departed into a ſolitary place, and pray: 
ed.and the Patriarch tfaac uſed this Exer- | 
ciſe 1n the Freld at the Evening 

Ic 15 not abſolutely neceſlary to. pitch 
Ja{t upon ſuci a certain time, and no 
0: her, and if thar be paſt, or buſted other 
ways, then to lay itaſide; bur we ſhould 
as nearas we can pitch on ſuch a time, 
wherein we are moit free from our 
Woridly occaſions. 

Nor 55 it rcquilite that all Perſons ob-| 
ſerve rhe very tame time, tcr all have 

riot 
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not the ſame buſineſs, or occaſions, and 
therefor divers hours may be moſt proper 
in this p:c(ent cle; but forne peculiar 
time of the D2y, or as oft as we can, we 
ſhouid icqueiter our ſelves for pious 
Meditation. ard verily that part of the 
Day which is fo us'd, may procure a 
Bleiting or all the other parts, for God 
doth riot {orget thoſe who do not tor- 
ger him. | 


2dly, We ſhould find out a proper place % Pre. 
| for this Office, ſuch a circumitance may 


much further this neceſſary employ : So!o- 


mon aſſures us, that through defire a Man prov, 13. x. 


Raving ſeparated himſelf ſeeketh and mea- 
dleth with all Wiſdom. — The mind of 
Man 1s ſoon difturb'd with frghts, and 
noiſe, and thoſe matters which hinder 
the free exerciſc of Meditation. and there- 


| fore convenient places conduce much to 


the right performance of it. 

The Devil would -fain burthen our 
Ears, and employ them zoo much, that 
ſo we, being intent upon the leſſer, may 
neglect our greater concerns. He would 
entertain and L/{:by our Ears with plea- 


| fant Tales, and Fabies, that ſo we might 


take nonotice whether we be Travel- 


| ling to Heaven or Hel). It is tis Sorreap, 


and therefore it ſhould be oxr Foy, to go 
Into 


$+ Drree. 


WNede on 
Prov. 4, 23. 


ny 


into our private Apartments , and there 
fix our minds upon our preſent, and fu. 
ture condition. 

3dly. In order to due pious Meditati» 
on, we maſt get our Hearts into a right 
frame for it. 

When we have reſolv'd upon the Time, 

and the Place, then we ſhould be as care- 
ful to order our Hearts well;zand in good 
earneſt : this is not an caſy buſt neſs, for 
our Hearts will require ſome pains and 
ſtudy before we can bring them into 4 
Meditatimg temper: — They are de- 
ceitful, and fo may perſwade us that we 
are,when indeed we are not fo well quali- 
fied for this Duty as we ought to be, — 
To Medrarte, is to be very intent, and fe- 
rious, and ſuch a diſpoſi tion 15 neither 
quickly, or eaſily procur'd, and yet this 
Frame we muſt get, or we cant herein 
periorm our Duty, 

Now the moſt proper means to be 
thns qualified is, to keep our Hearts with 
51] diligence, that 75, to watch them that 
they do not admit ſuch vain, aiid fooliſh 
things into them, that ray put afide 
this Office of Holy Meditation, and it 
we cannot at one time, we mult flrive 
at another, ro fix, and compoſe our 
minds, we mult take fome pains 1n this 
buſine's ; 
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buſineſs; and the gain.of it (as I have 
ſhewn) will more than ſufficiently re- 
compence the hardneſs of the Task : 
—If we can't Meditate to day, or to 
night, we muſt try to do it to morrow, 
or ſome other time, and follow the bufi- 
neſs to purpoſe ; till we have (through 
God's grace) brought our Minds to a Me- 
ditating frame and when we are 1n tune 
for the Duty, we ſhall pertorm it with 
comfort. | | 

You muſt acknowledge that Mens Ig- 
norance herein ſpoils all : They ſuppoſe 
that a ſhort time, and little labour, will 
ſerve for the Duty ; but when they go 
about it, and find many worldly Cares, 
and this, and that, and the other trifle 
| put them by, and rake them off, and o- 
blige their Thoughts to fix on them ſoon- 
er than upon Heaven, and Heavenly 
matters, then they are or may be con- 
vinc'd, that to Meditate is not fo eatie a 
task as they imagin'd ; and then as the 
ſuppoled celinels of it kept them from the 
exerciſe of it for ſome time, fo now the 
real difficulty ot it will hinder them from 
any performance of it, — Now this may 
be prevented, and the real knowledge of 
| the Duty of Meditation may be obtain'd, 
if we ſtudy to keep our Hearts in a due 
D Frame 
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Frame and Diſpoſition. And todo thus,we 
ſhould not ſurteit our Minds with inferi- 
our things, nor diſorder our Bodies by 


Zopgyown dic. [ntemperance 3 for the contrary Vertue, 


Lal 
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frees our Souls from Vexatious Troubles, 
and preſerves them fafe and found : Nor 
ſhould we burthen our Memories with 
many Curioſities, nor be always in much, 
though perhaps not bad Company : Bur 
we ſhould be orderly, and watclrful, and 
careful, and ſober, and ſerious, and ſoli, 
tary, and hereby we ſhall keep our Hearts 
with all diligence, and put them into a 
fit poſture for Meditation 3 and ſo cxer- 
_ the Office with much delight and be- 
nent. 
_ 4thly. When we would rightly Medi- 
tate, we muff preface that Office with 
Prayer. 

Now Prayer is an Aſcenſion of the 


_ Tex 709 oy Heart to God 3 and when it is preſented 


TS V's, 


to him with an entire and warm Afﬀtecti- 
on, the 7ongue does not forerun the Wit 3 
that is, we do not (peak what we do not 
fore-think ; for God's Grace is not ob- 
tain'd by an unaccomptable Mulrtiplicatt- 
on of Cyphers, or Inſignificant Expreſlt- 
ons : But the pious Heart ſhoots forth its 
AtteCtions asſo many keen Arrows which 


pierce into Heaven. | 
Upon 


e) 
_ 


- there is not any Religious Duty which 


good and perfett Gift cometh from above : 


_ the plagues of Sin: Now Prayer zs the T4is F-y% 
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Upon Examination we ſhall find, that 


can be rightly perform'd, unleſs it be be- 
gun with Prayer 3 and the Reaſon is, 
Becauſe to do as we ought in Religious 
Matters is the Gif? of God; Now every «th 
And God will not let it drop down upon 
us, unleſs we firſt raiſe up our Hearts by 
Prayer to him. | 
Now there is no Gift of greater Bene- 
fit, as you have heard, than that of due 
Meditation ; and therefore this ſhould be 
beg'd, and earneſtly beg'd of God in our 
daily Devotions : The Difficulty of that 
Duty ſhould drive us to this; for, if we 
find that we can't do a buſineſs our ſelves, 
we pray help and affiſtance ; and ſo we 
ſhould of God in this caſe 3 and this may 
be an Argument to prevail with him to 
comply with our Petitiens when we do 
pray. 

Our Experience tells us that our Souls 
are weak and infirm, and infected with 
beft, and only Medicine to make them ſonnd, yt ſte __y : 
and fo fit to exerciſe the Office of Me» Thu voy &- 
ditationz and the reaſon may be, be- | 
cauſe if in Prayer we humbly, and ſub- 
miſſively acknowledge our own Weak- 

2 neſs. 
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nels, and declare that we cannot of our 
ſelves Meditate rightly, and that we are 
not able to overcome the '4rmy of Me- 
ditating Enemies that are 1n us; that is, 
our vain and ſinful Thoughts and Cares ; 
and that our eyes are up unto God for 
reliefin this Condition, queſtionleſs ſuch 
an humble, and modeſt pleading with 
him in Prayer, may cauſe him to grant - 
our Petition; for God will thus glorifie 
them in the face of their ſpiritual Ene- 
mies, that firſt glorifie him by acknow- 
ledging their own . Weakneſs and his 
Power ; and therefore that you may pi- 
ouſly Meditate, fervently pray. 

5thly. We muſt fix our Minds upon one 
matter at a time : — We muſt not ſup- . 
poſe that we can Meditate once for all : 
No, it muſt be done by degrees, and at 
ſeveral times : One kind Providence may 
fix the Mind on the Goodneſs of God ; 
and perhaps a while after a Severe part 


of Providence may afford it matter of 


another ſort of Meditation ; and accord- 
ing hereunto we are to frame and come 
poſe our Thoughtsz ſeveral Meditations 


- muſt be exercis'd upon ſeveral Objects, 
- otherwiſe we ſhall run into Confuſion, 


and learn our Hearts not properly to Me- 


ditate, but to wander. 
Now 


© F-4 


Now the due obſerving this Dire&ti-: - 
on will very much help in the Duty we 
are about, eſpecially if we do not ſtay 
too Jong between the matter which we 
ſhould Meditate on, or the Occaſion, and 
the time of our Meditation. 

It upon rhe Lord's day we would re- 
ſolve only to Medirate on the Buſineſs of 
the day, this would be a proper means 
to gain by the exerciſe. When our 
Hearts would run out upon many things 
at once, we muſt put them. back, and 
bring them int6 convenient order again : 
and do fo as often as they wander, orare 
juxuriant in ſeveral matters, for, he zhat 
winds all things minds nothing 3 that is, 
_ nothing fo orderly, and beneficially as he 
might, if he was fix'd upon one fingle 
matter. 

So that when our Thoughts and Hearts 
would crowd upon us many things to be 
Meditated upon, we ſhould fay ro them, 
fair, and ſoftly, and all in due piace and 
order ſhall be difpatcht be ſatished with - 
one part at one time, till by degrees the 
whole be compleated : For, 


Pluribus intentus minor eff ad (\ngula 


ſenſus. 
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Now when we have usd theſe Di- 
re&ions; that is, got a fit time, and 
place, and a right trame and temper, and 
have pray'd, and thought upon one bufi- 
neſs, and ſo Meditated 3 then we muſt 
fix upon ſome Reſolutions that may. bring 
glory to God, and be helpful to us in a courſe 


of Grace and Yertue ; and this is the right 
uſe of Meditation 3 for it muſt look tur-. 


ther.than to the compoſing our Spirits, 
and fixing our Thoughts upon ſome pe- 
culiar good thing. It wut tend to Pra- 
tice; for we muſt Meditate, that we may 
the better live, and a& what we Meditate 
upon. 

As for Example ; 

When we have Meditated on God's 
Mercies, then we muſt proceed to bleſs 
his Name for them, and to lead holy 
Lives in the uſe of them; for when we 
have conſidered the riches of his Good- 
neſs, and Patience, and Long-ſuffering 
_ towards us, then we muſt ſet about the 
PraQice of Repentance by forſaking our 
Sins, and turning unto God. 

When we have Meditated on God's 
Fuſtice in puniſhing our ſelves, or others, 
when we have ſeen him” walk- inthe 
Paths of his Judgments. then we"muſt 
tremble at his Power, and fear his Great- 

NA. nels ; 
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_ neſs; and turn from our evil ways which 


have caus'd him to turn away his face in 


_ diſpleaſure from us. 


When we have Meditated upon all his 
Works of Providence, and learn'd thereby 


| how admirably he preſerves thoſe things 


that. he hath made, and in what Order 
he keeps the World, that fo all things do 
not run into Confuſion, nor deſtroy each 
other 3 then we muſt lay afide our 
Carking Care, and ſo a& our Faith and 
Confidence in him, and fo acknowledge 
him the Fountain from whence all our 
true Enjoyments flow. 

When we Meditate upon our own Vile- 
ueſs and Emptineſs, aud upon the World's 
Inſufficiency and Inconſlancy ; then we muſt 
carry up our Afﬀe&@ions higher than our 


. ſelves, and all theſe inferiour things, and 


place them upon God, who 1s full of 


' Power and Majeſty. 


Now if according to theſe fore-men- 
tiond Examples, and the like, we put 
Meditation into pradtice, we ſhall bring 
it to a good iffue, and we ſhall Merchan- 
dize with it to great advantage ; for 
hereby we ſhall glorifie God, and render 
our ſelves holy in al manner of Conver- 
ſation. | 


D 4  2dly. | 
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zaly, When we have fix'd our Thoughts 
firmly, then we muſt ſtudy to ſtir. up ſuch 
Aﬀetions in our Hearts as the Objet which 
. we have fixed on doth require; that is, we 
ſhou!d be fu!l of Defire, or Joy, or Fear, 
or Anger. or Love, or Hatred, or Sor- 
row, or Compaſſion as will comply with 
the matter we have fix'd our Minds up- 
on. Ir is not proper that we ſhould be 
aſter this Exerciſe juſt of the fame Diſ- 
polition we were before : But if we have 
confidered on Heavenly things, then we 
muſt be more joyful in them, and more 
deſirous of them. If we have thought 
ſeriouſly on our ſins, then we muſt be 
more angry with them, and fall of Hatred 
againſ} them, and of ſorrow for them. 

[f we have Meditated on God's Love 
in Chriſt, and of the Riches of his Good- 
neſs, and 7Patiencc: to us, then we muſt 
ſtrive to love God again, and to declare 
it by preferring him before all Worldly 
Concerns; and by Obedience to all his 
Commands, and by Delight in his Word ; 
and we muſt allo fear to oftend him, and 
be conſtantly doing thoſe things which 
are pleaſing to his Divine Majeſty. Thus 
we muſt be diverſly affeRted in givers 
matters 5 ſad Thoughts, will require a 
ſad Poſture and fad AﬀeRtionsz and com- - 
lortable - 
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fortable Thoughts will require contrary. 
We muſt not ſmile under God's Judg- 
mentg. nor are we to cry and lament in 
rhe midſt of Bleſftings : True faid M»ſophz! 


| Men penfroe hate the merry Grig, 
And he cares not for them a Fig, 


And now, faid Meletus, I ſuppoſe your 
Ears have made a ſufficient. meal on this 
one Diſh, and will require ſome rime for 
its Digeſtion. — What hath been ſpoken 

with great Submiſſion to ycur Indul- 
gence and Candour, hath been the fruit 
of the preſent Duty that lies before us, 
and which | have commended to your 
great Circumſpettion and Diligence; for 
where there is only a ſuperficial regard 
ro it, there can be no real and ſolid Com- 
fort flow from it: But if we will be fo 
wiſe as to ſet about it with our whole 
_ ftrength, then we ſhall perform it to pur- 
poſe ; and thereupon we ſhall be accep- 
red of God tor the Duty 3 and benefited 
by it both 1a this World and the next. 

When Meletus had thus finiſhed his 
Diſcourſe concerning Meditation, which 
is the proper Prologue to Vertue and Pi- 
ety : AndGtycox (according to his Office) 


o—_ wm 
. - Tem QT 
one of the Society ; and ſuch Thoughts fiemg; jocofi. - 


have alſocontrary Minds ; for, 


was -| 
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was to nominate him who ſhould ſpeak 
at their next, meeting. Phanzas ſtood up, 
and made a motion that he might d/- 


charge that . Province, becauſe he could |} 


bear witneſs in himſelf of the great ad- 
vantage of due and well order'd Med:- 
zation; for hereupon for ſome time'paſt, 
he had perceiv'd, that he was not ſo wiſe 
and knowing 'as he had appear to be in 
his own Conceitz but could manifeſt 
the Folly and Fallacy of that Wiſdom, 
and Knowledge of Truth upon which he 
formerly had valued himſelf, and the 
inevitable Miſery which did follow ut. 
Hereupon his Motion was approved ; 
and whereas it was noted, that formerly 


- . 'When he ſpake it was but Talk, and at 


He did then 


| effutire,. only, 
now he did ap- 
pſue, loqui, - 


Phanias,onewho 
would appear 
what he was 
\. Mot. A paired, 
 Appareo- 


adventure what came next : Now he did 
diſcourſe ro fome purpoſe, as will appear 
in this Specimen: which he gave to the 
Aſſembly ; which upon ſilence made,-he 
thus began. 


———... 
— 


> CHAP. V. 
Phanias's Diſcourſe upon the Wiſe - 
Fool, or Miſtaken Wiſdom. 


T is a Catholick Deſire becauſe planted 


1n all Mankind, to be, or at leaſt to 
be 


Cy - 
be efteemd Wiſe, and truly Kuowing; and 
the very Name of Folly is as equally de- 
fpis'd and abhorr'd, as the Practice of it, 
through Mifapprehenſion, is followed 
and applauded 3 and this is the reaſon 
why all People put themſelves into 4 
Way, 3.e. upon ſuch Determinations and 
ACtions, or into ſuch a courſe of Life and 
Converſation which they ſuppoſe will 
anſwer this their aim and defign, and 
frequently they think they have hit this 
mark which rhey have aim'd at: Yer 
upon ſtrict Examination, and punCtual 
Meafuring, they will be found to. be 
much beſides it. 

Now this their falſe Conceit is cauſed 
| by the crooked Rule of their W/ls, for 
the Bent and Bzas of them, giving Autho- 
rity to foul Errors and evil Actions, they 
| perſwade them that Evil is Good, or 
very near it ; and when they are thus 


| perſwaded, the Eveyt will prove not 


only a matter,to be ridicul'd by all true, 
wiſe and learned Men, but fatal in all re- 
ſpets imaginable; and though ior the 
preſent there is no ſuch apprehenſion of 
it, becauſe Error is not ſoon perceived 
and noted ; in the firſt ſetting our of it; 
'tis but dwarſſh and ſlender 3, yet when by 
its gradual progreſs it is fully made 

| known, 


Ip ] 


(44); | 
known, and by going on it grows large 
fand tallz then it will appear to be de- þ, 
[ſtrufive in the ſuperlative degree, as 
ſhall be demonſtrated as we proceed, and 
in its proper time. | 

Now what I ſhall declare upon this 
Subject, which I call the miſtaken Wiſe 
Mas, or the Wiſe Fool, ſhall be delivered 
in theſe two following Concluſions ; 
namely, Ee 

Firſt, That Men are prone to conceite 
falſly of things, and thereupon to prejudice 
Faith and Good Manners. © 

Secondly, That ſuch falſe Conceits will 


) 


prove fatal tothem; and this ſhall be made 


evident by Reaſon, and in various and 
manifold Experiments ang: Circumſtan- 
ces. 

Firſt, Mex are prone to think falſly of 
things, &c. 

The ſeveral extravagant Opinions 
which the Philoſophers had of God, may 
in ſome ſort ſatisfie us that it is fo, for 
upon fixing our thoughts on them, we 
ſhall find that the true Nature of God 
was as far from their minds, as the Em- 
perial Heaven was from their Schools, 
and that they lived at the ſame diſtance 
from Truth, as Truth did from taMe- 
hood, : 

- JLafen 
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Liſten at Plato's Porch, and you may 


| Þ hear him call God ſome curious thing 


. which was only bufied in empty Ideas, 
and did Magnificently co:ntemn humane 
Matters. — Read Ariſtotle, and he will 
tell you of a God ried to the Sphers as 
[xion was to the Wheels. -— Conſulc 
Epicurus, and in him you will find idle 
Deities overflowing with Delights, and 
Lazily living in Heaven as in a Para- 
diſe; at which word, _— ophil could nor 
forbear to add, 


Where Showers dow't fl nor Winds un 
ruly blow, 

Where neither blaſting Froſt, nor hoar 

Snow 

Rifle the Place, but Heaven is ever Bright, 

Spreading its glorious Smiles with chearful 
Light, 


Theſe were ſtrange Sentiments of 


| God, and yet the Wife Men of the World 


embraced them ; theſe ways in deſcrying 
the Eſſence of God 4d ſeem (trait and 
'true 1n their Eyes. 

MoreoverT ihall make it evident that 
their falſe Conceits, or their Wije Polly 
appeared fot only in the foremention'd 
great Point concerning God, but in Mat- 
ters 


Saptent, 
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ters of manners, and that Egregiouſly.— 


For, 
The Grecians approv'd of publick, Robbe« 
rzes. And in ſome parts, thoſe People ſa- 


_ crificed their Children, And in other parts, 


 Priap. 


others, - ſeem'd to them rightly qualified 


the wounded Gladiators were brought 
forth as SpeQacles of Mirth, and Jollity. 

Ariſtotle and Cicero account Revenge 
amongſt their Virtues, and the firſt of | 
theſe, tho' the Philoſopher, affirm'd, That 
War againſt Barbarians (which were 
all People but the Grecians) was Na- 
tural, 

The Lacedemonians, whoſe Laws were 
approv'd of, and prais'd by A4ppollo's O- 


'racke, and the Romans, have declar'd, 


That all Praife and Virtue are got in Wars 
tho apparently unjuſt.. 

But the plaineſt Demonſtration was, 
that their very God's were highly vicious, 
and the People were not aſham'd to wore 
ſhip them, whom they were aſham'd to 
imitate, and ſometimes they ador'd him 
with therr hands, whom they bluſh'd to 
lee with their eyes. 

| Theſe Matters did ſeem truly Religi- | 


-OUs, and were Eftects of the beſt Wiſdom 


of the Heathens, and they who were ſo 
bold as to dare to be more vicious than 


0 
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to be their Gods, and to whom they e- 
reted Altars, and paid their Devo- 
tions. 

If we paſs from Feathers to Chriſtians, 
and conſider the firſt Hereſies that were 
born in their Church ; we ſhall be clear. 
ly convinced of the truth of this Afer- 
tion, for things falſe, and abfur'd did ſeem 


' true, and righteous to them. 


If we will gather from Church Hiſto- 
ry the ſeveral wild, and monſtrous Opi- 
nions of Szmen Mags, Yalentinus, Cerdo, 
Artemas, Novatus, and Arius, thoſe Six 
Feretical Patriarchs, from whom all He- 
reſfies ſprang, or thoſe Gerr:ſors trom 
whence Hereticks marcht forth as ſo many 
Troops from the Trojar Horſe, and ſur- 
priz'd the Chrifttan World, we fhall have 
cauſe enough to be affured, that the Wiſ- 
dom of men is fooliſh and vain in things 
of the greateſt, and moſt uſetul Con- 
cern. 


I need not Examine, tho' ſome aftirm 


it, whether the cauſe thereof proceeded 
from the twiſting together the Principles 


| of Philoſophy, and Chriſtianity : *Tis molt 


certain, that they did hereby notorioutly 
prejudice the Chriſtian Faith ; for, they 
made the Profeſſors hereof contemptible, 


and furniſhed its Adverſaries wzth Ammus- 
nitics, 
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_ nition, and Proviſion, that is, gave them 
Arguments to plead againſt it; 

I covld give mote Inftances hereof a- 
mongſt our ſelves, in the empty and 
t5olith Wiſdom which ſwarms in our Af- 
ſemblies z for ſome of them are crowded 
with Perſons of /ſight of hand, thar is, 
fuch which would make others believe 
that they have not what they have, or 
have that which they have not, and. 
were their Wiſdom in Religion as ſound 
as it ſeems Playfible, it would be a plea- 
{fant paſſage to Heaven, or were this 
their Garment as ſtrong, and warm as 
tis flight and gay z it would apparel the 
Soul well, but as it is, it only cloaths it 
with Ribbons, and Spangles, and Laces, 
and thereupon it catcheth cold and dies. 

Others amongſt us, who wear Geneva 
| Spedtacles, fee they think a fſtraitneſs in 
many crooked Inventions, and whilſt 
chey are inſeted with the Diſciplinari- 
an /feriſm , our [Primitive and Apoſto- 
lical Church Government will not ap- 
| pear pure and white 1n their Eyes. | 

Theſe have made it appear, that Men 
have falſeand witleſs Apprehenfions both 
in Dottrine, and Diſcipline. 

Others bave trod in the ſame ſteps in 
Relation to good Manrers;and Immoralities 

| ag 
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as well as Errors have been approved of 
by them: and one main Reaſun Hereof 
is, Becauſe Yices have put on the Garments 
of Yertues. Sins have paſt without Exa- 
mination for Graces, and Luſts of the 
Fleſh tor fruits of the Spirit, — The Evan- 
gelical Prophet ſpeaks of ſuch who ca// 
Evil Good, and Good Evil, and then de- 
nounceth a C#rſe againſt them. | 

It is well known to us, that Barabbas 
ſeemed worthy of Pardon in the Jews 
Opinion , and our Saviour had the 
Viſage of a notorious MalefaCtor, — The 


Scribes, and Phariſees conceived of 


Chriſt's Dottrine as we do of S7ozcal mo- 
ral Lecures, that 15, as an Inſtitution too 
rigid, and unpracticable, as a mere Far- 
gon, and an heap of Abſurditics ; — but 
they could ſpy out much Beauty, and 
order in old Wives Fables, and in the 
pale and wrinkled Traditions of men. 
And beſeech you tell me, where can 
we walk, and not meet with Perſons of 
 foft Heads and ſore Eyes ? 
_ Hathnot Atheiſm found ſomze Logzcz- 
ans to diſpute for it > Hath nor Schiſm 
in the Church, and polztical Schiſm, which 
7s Rebellion, been in the Concerts of ma- 
ny as beautiful as Heleva, and defended as 


ſhe was by the 7rojars, with mens Lives 
E and 
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and Fortunes 2 — Hath not Injuſtice, 
and O Oppreſſion been looked upon as pro-- 
_ per Stir 70 raiſe men up to Riches 
ano © £CALL cls ? 

What think we of Covetouſneſs ? Ts 
it not the Religion of moſt places ? is it not 
mens 7x0, their Diaxa, or ſome fair God- 
aeſ* | wer mu} help them 1n their ſtraits, 
ain Cot': no: St. Paul tell us plainly that 
its ide/ atry 

As for Pris, that breeding Vice in 
whole V/omb lye Ambition and Vain- 
Glory, nave not. many Perſons changed 
its 2ame into 1Mignarimity, and looked 
upon his ulcerous Swelling of their Ima- 
ginations, as fome becoming Mole to 
fee them off in the opinion of the World ? 
-— —- And now 1 will leave other Inſtan- 
ces ol like Nzture to theſe, to our future 
Meditations ; that ſo we may have oc- 
c2:1011 £o Practice the good Inſtructions 
which Dieletss hath giver us on this 
Subject, and herzupon our ſelves ma 
add another Courſe to that delius Fealt, 
and £5 forward to the Reaſons, why Men 
are miſtak-n in their apprehenſion of 
Ovjects, and determine that to be wiſe 
_ Which is fooliſh, and that true which 1s 
falle 3 and-rhat :v be Orthodox which 
.1s pertinacious. Zrror, and vicious Men to 
be truly good moral Men. And 


"Or ) 


And the firſt Reaſon is drawn from the Reafe I, 


watura! Darkneſs of Mans underſtanding. 

In his natural Condition Vian &aows 
little of himſelf, and far leſs of Gui, he 
1s aDunce in his own Form, and a tark 
Fool when he medd'es iigher, 

\ The Stars and Elements challenge 
him to give.a Reaſon of their Influerices, 
Motions, Order, and ProduCtions, and 
bafile him ; Nay, the leaſt Phenomenon in 
Nature when encounter'd, will give him a 
Fall, as beirig more than Man's match to 
give a punctual, and fatisfaftory Reaſon 
_ of its- Eflerxe and Operations. Bur 
then when Man ventures to ſpeak of 
God, he liſps and ſtammers, and his Rea- 
ſon is disjoynted, and brokta, and he 
prates oi Religion as a Chad would of 
Philoſophy. 

This might cafily be proved in the 
Scheme which might be given of the 
Religion, and Manners of the Hen: hens, 
Who followed that Light of ivacure 
which they found ſer up within rem ; 
for, by their uncertain Know da: and 
Belief of the true 3o1, they deciard 
that their Light did wait fuuffng. and 
that there was more requir'd than that 
ſingle Candle to lead them on to that de- 
 gree of Divine Knowledge which Man 

| E 2 _ .. Way 
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was made capable of, — They were 
wanting in that very knowledge they 
pretended to excel in, and wherein they 
proclaimed themſelves Dodors, they were 
but Sophiſlers. 

When they gave it out to the World 
that their Underſtandings were grown 
big, and luſty by a true Digeſtion of 
their common ratural Nations, and told 
theWorld that they ſed well,by their thri- 
vingz upon Examination it appear'd,that 
they bad only the Rickets in their heads, 
and that what they took for found thri- 
ving,was but aMalignant Sw:ling and what 
they {uppoled an wholſom Doſe of Learn- 
ing, was but a gilded Bunch of Dijeaſes.) 

So thar this being the Caſe of Man in 
his Natural Dreſs, wt 1s one Reaſon alſo, 
why his Knowledge is miſtaken, and his 
Wiſcom ſo thin, "and thread bare 'that 
ir wil not hold together. 

Secondly, Anorher Reaſon hereof j 15, 
Becauſe 1-an's nderjranding is mainly 7h;e 
flrenced by bis Wil. which is in an high 
Degree regal. r and ſ{ubborn. 

Now this Faculry will either hin- 
der, or promote it: Atic:2t to the Truth 
tor it can fer the tnderſtanding a work 


. to con{ider of an Object propounded 


tO 1t, Gr ?t can render it idle, and care- 
lefs 
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leſs in that matter : It can put it upon 
exerciſe, and give it tools to work, with, 
or it can be cloſe fiſted in the Diſtribu- 
tion of neceſſary Inſtruments, and ſv ren» 
derit uncapable of ating as it ſhoutd. 

Now that Mans Will ucth naturally 
obſtrud his Underitandiog, that it can» 
not conſider as it ſhould, ' and thereby 
apprehend Truth from Fallhoo:!, and 
Wiſdom from Folly, may 2ppcar to all 
who can ſee it ins native Colours, and 
can perceive its dogged and 1l{-ratur'd 
Qualities z and how cafie it is fir{t to be 
_ deceived it ſelf, and then to put tricks 
upen others? -— 1t is the Nature of it to 
love it ſelf: [t aftets to be comp!y'd with, 
and can naturally as little brook oppoſt- 
tion, as it can the truth : — What at firſt 
it undertakes to maintain, it will proſe- 
cute; and when it hath eſpows'd a Tenet, 
It plights its Troth to it during life 5 that 
is, during Mans natural Condition, and 
till Grace have form'd another better lite 
in him. 

2dly. As Mans Will loves it (elf, fo ano. 
ther quality in its Nature 1s, zhat 7t is 
very ſtubborn and peeviſh: For, it will do 
all it ſelf without conſulting right Rea 
ſpn, andit will not have patience to pere 
mit the ſuperiour Faculty, the Judgment, 
E 3 to 
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to deliberate upon any Subject propound- 
ed to 1t. | 
If it were fo charitable to the /ame and 
blind Judgment as to feek it out an Ho- 
ſpital where it might be recovered': If fo 
ofticious, as tO nt it all the helps it 
could to render it as ſound as it was be- 
fore it was ciltemper” d, which it might do 
by propounding to it Holy Writ, as the 
Rule of Wiidom and Truth, and the moſt 
roper OzjzS to be tho:ght upon, and 
confider'd by it 3 then it might be uſeful, 
firſt to diſcover, and then to vanquiſh Er- 
ror ; firſt to uaktnnel the Fox, and then 
to hunt it to death, or i1tic to uncloath 1t 
of its ſeeming: Gallantry, and lien thew 1ts 
Nakedniefs and expoſe it toComempr. 
But figce *a5 not fo kindly officious, but 
vety peevith and perveric, therefore it 
doin much miſchici 3 for hereupon Tan 
not only compleats his Error, but delights 
ia it: Nay, he feeds and nouriſketh it, 
il ir grows to a provigious ſtature, and as 
an Acor :ime clunbs up into an Oak, 
and he Oak May cruze upon the Seas 
in the fide of fomn 8 nant Stip3 fo may 
a fmall {peculailyc Error be made vaſt 
3d ftrong, by chis' Þ regularity of the 
Wil 3nd rave bout the Worldi in much 
Bravery. 16 Con: que: «the Truth, 


And 
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And in good ezrneſt, were not Man's 
Will firſt eafte 21ud pliable, and 2ftep- 
wards through Preieription ſtiff and ſtub- 
born, Error might 1276 his Unhap PP's 
neſs, but not his Faulr, berautes ir was 
his Fate and not his Choice, and '2+t+2r 
ſurpriz'd than fairly vanquiſl'd him : + 
when his Will upon the leaſt Beck writ 
follow his infer:our Ay who will 
marvel if he be lead into wavs not only 
crooked, but dangerous and deftrur *:ve 2 

It a Man will take ooly the Lanth:ry 
to lighten him over a Preczyic?, when he 
may have a Candle, who will mary: if 
he fall, and break'a Limb, and render 
himſelfa Cripple tor ever atter ? 

So that the [nciination aod Bent of 
Man's Soul being as a ſtrong Bya/s which 
burries 1t into the way of Dirk: eſs, he 
muſt expe& to be fix'd there ; and 
though at firſt he may be ſo fooliſh as to 
take it for light,and like the Indian Moors 
to think Blackneſs the moſt lovely Com- 
plexion; yet time may make him wiſer, 
and when Death hath laid: him aflcep in 
her dark Chambers, he will know the 
difference when 'tis too late to make 2 
Change, and his Danger when it cannot 
be avoided, 


E 4 Now 


( 56) 


Now that which makes the preſent 
caſe worſe is, that Mans Will 's ſeiz'd 
upon, carried away, and kept as a Pri» 
ſorier by thoſe which ſhould be his Slaves, 
a 24 thc i are his d; erderd Aﬀetions, and 

z{tons; and tiat theie do thus, 
"38S } lin, tor ſome one inordinate AﬀeCti- 
on ge: an eafie conqueſt over him : Luſt 
and Revenge, Ambition and Coverouſ- 
neſs, Envy "and Pride, and ſuch kind of 
evil Flatterers get the Tength of his foot, 
the humour him into a quick Compli- 
ance to their deſires 3 and hereupon choſe 
w;ach ſhouid be Scholars, turn their a- 
fſter out of Scheol, and permit him to be 
bur a Cypher in their Arithmetick. 

Nov. when Man's Will is thus brought 
over to rhe inferiour and carnal part in 
him, it doth what i: can to debauch the 
©naecrſianding, and to bring that into the 
iame caſe with it ſelf, and it hath ſuch a 
plaguy quality in 1t.,as to deſire, and 
ENGEAVOUr to infe@t #5 Neighbour ; for, 
ir a Mans W.\l. be per{waded to delight 
11, and conſent to the beſrangled Propo- 
fais of Ainbition, he will be even wn pain 
tii; he procure hereto the Approbation of 
his Tudgiczenc : Doth the Beaſt -of Luſt 
amble away wii: it inftead of being fo 
: Us at felt 2 It will folicice the Judgment 
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to delight in this Fockey, and fo com- 
mend its Skill and Dexterity. Doth the 
old, lean, ſhriveld Witch of Envy ſlide her 
ſelf, or ſ{curvily flear into its - 71g 2 
it will lend the Judgment its SpeZtacles 
through which he may view it tair and 
beaurifal, 

Thus we have ſeen, that becauſe of the 
Blind Underſtanding, and ſtubborn iro- 
ward Will of Man, it comes to paſs, that 
he thinks he hath fall'd his Soul with true 
Knowledge and Wiſdom, when itis really 
far otherwiſe, 

Now though theſe be the chief Rea- 
ſons of his Mittake ; yet I ſhall mention, 
and but mention a few other ex Abundan- 
ti, that no want of weight may appear, 
and theſe are thoſe ill qualities of Precz- 
pitation and Prejudice, which are fre- 
quently found in Man. 

Precipitation is a raſh {aalqmin of a 
thing unknown; or when the mind being 
carried away with ſome force, or Pertur- 
bation, doth not confider a matter ſo as is 
fir, and thereupor. follows Confuſfon in 
Ideas, and then Error of Judgment. 
Prejudice is a certain anticipated Juds- 
ment, caus'd from the Impreſſion of our Sens 
ſes, and this 1s the more ſtrong for that 
it grows with our Age: For, we make 
almoſt 


? 
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almoſt infinite unwarrantable Judgments 
before we have the full uſe of Reaſon ;- 
and theſe are more increas'd and fix'd than 
corre&ed, and amended with our Age ; 
ſo that now they are accounted as cer- 
tain common Notions drawn from Natare 
7t ſelf, and allow'd by long uſe and'cu- 
ſtom;z and we eſteem it an unfeemly 
thing to gainſay them ; and yet for a fur- 
ther proof in the caſe before us, note, 
tha: the Imagination, and Troubles of 
Mans Soul, lead hit, on: 5 conceive 
falſly "conceruing true Knowledge and 
Wiſicm: and beſides what caules are in 
; Man, there is ſo much Liarkneſs in things 
"off 2mſelves, that what '5 clear and mant- 
feſt :: hid by that which is obſcure; -nor 
can Mans Mind without great ztudy and 
Induſtry, diicern light fr>m dark, or true 
from falſe ; and when it objects again{t 
many acute Diſtin&ions as troubleſom, 
it confounds all rhungs 3 z 4 hereupon 
his fonceiis © . ai! of Impertinency, 
Falſioods ail tolly. 

Now if we are as we ought to be, 

convinc'd by what hath been faid, that 
moſt Men miſtake true Wiſdom and 
| Knnwisdgez we muſt conclude that our 

' vain Tonceits hereof muſt be gainſay'd, 


and rooted out of our Minds; for as a 
Supple- 
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\ Supplement to our former Arguments, to - 


do otherwiſe, is 2 ſort of 1dolatry, though 
very thin and ſubtle; for hereby we dit- 
cover a Giſtr:1\t in God, who ſhould be 
acknowlecg'd in all our Gi'ts and Abili- 
ties; and 'tisa Raft too brittie and ſlen- 
der for our parpoſe. it is crooked and 


_ will quickly inap; tor an Opinion, or 


any way of Rce!:zion leaning hereupon, 
will ſoon appear to he vaia and abſurd, as 
I have meni:or'd ir: th. Foilotophers. 

But in merters ©: Reiigion both for 
Dofrine and Diſcip/ine, tie Holy Word of 
God, and Tradition truly qualified ; that 
is, ſuch as deſcends in a right line from 
Chriſt's Apoſtles, and their Immediate 
Succeſlors, will be an infallible means to 
ſhew us what is the trueſt and beſt Know- 
ledge, and Learning ; and this means will 
not only guide us to the Truth of Do- 
Grine, but to the Eſſential Truth, even 
our great Lord and Miiter, in whom a- 
lone we may find Reft for our Inquifitive 
Souls. 

And now Phanzas's Voice began to tail, 


and though his Friends Fars had ſtill good 7 


Stomachs to this wholeſome Moral and 
Divine Food, which he adminiftred to 
them 3 yet at this time they thought it 
good manners to permit their Moderator 
| | ro 
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to call for a Yojder, and to reſerve their 
Appetires till another Athtgnment 3 and 


{o Glycon leading the way, they aroſe. 


— — — 


CHAP. VE 


Phanias's Second Diſcourſe of the 
Wiſe Fool. 


ERE Phanzas proſecuted his former 
Diſcourſe, and having given ſome 
minutes of what he had delivered, he pro- 
- ceeded according to his firſt propounded 
method, to prove that Mens untrue and 
fooliſh Conceits of matters of greateſt 
moment will be fatal to them, or end in 
Death and Deſtruction 3 that 1s, their 
laſt end will be thus qualified ; for there 
be many intermediate Ends of Vice 
which have not in them any appearance 
or ſymptoms of Death ; but of ſome 
good, as Gain, Sweetneſs, Pleaſure, Ho» 
nour, but the /aſt end will be deadly. 

'Tis true, the Wanton acts that he may 
havePleaſure,and not Shame and Diſeaſe 
and the Thief robs to get Gain 3 but the 
{aft end follows theſe which are 1nterme- 
| | ; diate, 
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diate,and that is Death, nay Deaths ; for it 


is Spiritual and Eternal. 


And this will be found true in every 
vicious Courſe that wicked Men ap- 
prove of, and take. to be vertuous, be- 
cauſe pleaſing to their carnal Appetites 5 
for ſince the keeping of Gods Com- 
mands are recompenced with a double 
Reward of this Life, and a better, *twill 
follow that the breaking of them may 
be recompenced with a 'double Death, 
and indeed in one and the ſame Vice, 
not only a double Death, bur a mant- 


fold way of Deſtruction may be found, 


as ſhall appear as we proceed. 


The Holy Scriptures Seal to us the 
Truth of this Propoſition, for they lay, 


That the way of the wicked ſhall periſh 5 Pſal. 1. 9. 
and if a Man wont turn from the Folly 


of his falſe Imaginations, God will whet 
his Sword, and bend his Bow, and make 
it ready, and prepare for him the Inſtru- 


Arrows 4«- 


ments of Death, and ordain his 
gainit him. 


St Fameslays, Sin bringeth forth Death, 
the Original is, arTowe, and thence the 
Apoſtles meaning 1s, chat Sin goes with Cap. i: r5- 
Child of Death, — And this ſhall be made 


evident in ſeveral Inſtances, 


That 


P/al. 137-,14s 


(@) : 
That the end cf Hereſie is Death' ( tho 


ever 22% many ridichte this Afſertion) 

18 45 C27 FRgs ;hac the end of Adultery, 

FOrmica: ik -ctNo r corporai Sins are. 

| wh $9.5 0 P 7 ul þ .' Fes chem wp up2n one. 
GE $49, 30 tric  14y the ſfaritual Death 


WR 3 wS 41, 1 10 it ſelf anumerons 
+; Ficarh, tor it doth not ons 


=311je of} is rearnelſs like a Nus 
et. 1, Jt >r Manys but becauſe 


it tray. 0cy Bills tne Soul 3 every freſh 
H-rebs like a izagger g1ves it a ſtab, and 
Bizeds it far more then once Briuizs did 
C4/ars ſharte 
Now onc loſtrument it makes uſe of 
to deſtroy Mans Soul 1s, by killing the 
Truth, which is its Food and Suſtenance, 
for tit being gone, his Soul can no more 
ſubfilt, than the Bc dy can without Meat 
and Drink. © But beſides theſe Metapho- 
rical Deaths which Hereſies produce ; 
ths Death ef the Body, and that more | 
fignz! than ordinary , hath through Gods 
juft Judgment followed them. For, 
Simon Magzs who called himſelf a 
God, could not by his Magical Power 
et to Heaven, but the attempting of 
it by flight coft him a Fall, which coſt 
Euſeb. fel. Fe him his Life. -— Such 2 corporal Death 


B. $6 1% beiel Theodotus the Montaniſt and Sorcerer. 
Manes 
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—» Hanes the Fonnder of the Maniches, $ocrar. 8, x; 
undertook by Sorcery to heal the King & 22- 
of Perfa's Soiz, but inſtead thereof kilFd 
him, and thereupon was taken and flaid 
alive, his Skin fill'd with ChaF and 
hang at the Gates of his City.— Art- $,,.. » .- 
as did vent his Excrements and Lite c. 3s. 
together. — Olympus an Aria” Biſhop, 

as he Bained himicit ar Carthage, and 
blaſphemed the ever Bleſſed 7rintty, 
was {uddenly ſmitten from Heaven with 
three Darts, and burned aiiv-. Cyrinus 
the Heretical Biſhop of Caledon, from. . 
a ſmall accidental hurt of his Foot , c. x9. 
ſuffered much Miſery; he firſt loſt 
both his Feet, and then his Life. Once 
more, Severus, the Heretical Biſhop of 
_— , had his Tongue pulled our 

y the Command of the Emperour 7#* 
ſiin, becauſe he reviled he _— yy 

Council of Calcedon, and Preach'd rail» 
1g SErMONSs. 

Thus Hereſie, the Calenture; Plague 

and Poyſon of our Souſs, winds up fatal 
Bottoms ter us, and procures not only 
one, but many ways of Death. 2, As for 
thoſe Carnal ways of Pleaſurc and Delight, 
and of worldly Gain, and Profit which 
deceive moſt Perſons; many of them, 
as Murder, Rebellion, Sodomy, _ 

: ang 
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+. 
and others, are the High Roads to Capi- 
tal Puniſhents, and many inſtead of find- 
ing Riches, and Content from them, 
have been put off with a» 4x, or ar: 
Halter, - nl 
Yet if theeye of the Law cannot ſpy 
them, or they eſcape rhe Execution of 
it, yet Death will not be fo baffled or 
deladed 3 for if they run. from one, yer 
another Death will overtake and Arreft 
them 3 tho? they run. from the Corporal, 
yet the ſpirituel Death will draw 1ts Bow, 
and fix its Dart in them : Tho' they live 
to the World, yet they are dead to 
Grace; walking Carcaſſes living in 
Tombs, and Sepulchres, having putrid, 
and rotten Souls. | | 
And in good earneſt , ſuch a/zving 
Death was accounted no Contradition 
even amongſt the Heathens, for Perſons 
who ran-counter to Philoſophical Rules, 
and whoſe Actions ſeemed wiſe only thro? 
the Medium of their ſenſitive Appetites, 
were by them eſteemed Dead, and no 
better than rotten and ſtinking Car- 
caſles. | 
Now to avoid this Soul Death , the 
better fort of Heathens have phyiick'd 
themſelves by mortifying their Bodtes 3 


. for they ſuppoſing that corporeal Plea- 
ſures 
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ſures were as great Murderers as Syreys, 
who ſang Perſons into their fatal Embra- 
ces, did preſcribe a moral Purge, and a 
ſtrong one too, called by the \Pythago- 
reans opgporiz, — Which was 2 whip- 
ping Letfture for beating down thoſe Moti- 
ons which roſe up againſt Reaſon, and be- 
got in the Body a downey ſoftneſs, and 
did flide them down into the Gulph of 
iniquity 3 and they «n/?ztched their Souls 
from too much ſticking to bodily De- ' 
lights, and then propoſed to them the 
love of -Vertue and heavenly Matters. 
The Stoicks uſed the ſame Medicine 
againſt this kind of Soul Death, or HeGie 
of Vertue , for their Dofors, or great 
Philoſophers preſcrib'd their Schollars 
things ſevere and laborious, for ſome 
were willing to be bound, and cthers 
that their Bodies ſhould ſmart with Rods 
and Whips. 
— How fad, and lamentable his Condt- 
tion is, who through counterfeit Know- 
ledge, and falſe V Viſdom hath brought 
his Soul into the Snares ot Death, may 
appear, becauſe in this Caſe ir is ſtripp'd 
ſtark naked of all Grace and Vertue : 
and it being thus ſwept and garniſhed, the 
Devil enters in and takes Poſleſiton of 
it as of a Tenemcat of his own; thus fors 
F feired 
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feited to him, and there Commands as 
a molt cruel and bloody Tyrant, and is 


not this Condition ſad ? 
Should we ſee a Perſon all ako, 


bowed down and fadled, and whipt into | 


a full Career by the Devil thro? Church- 
Turds, and over Vaults, and Monuments 
of dry Bodies and Rottenneſs 3 we would 
be much afte&ed with the hideous con» 
dition of this Perſon, and account it ſu- 
. perlative Miſery, and in Anticipation of 


Hell it felt: Yer ſuchis every one, who- 


through his own Glaſs looks well, and 
at the ſame time 1s Domineer'd over by 
his carnal Appetite 3 for, he's poſſeſſed, 


and at the Command of Satan, and is ' 


taken out, and Rid up and down by 
him where he pleaſeth. And could 
this be made appear to his Senſes it 
would horribly afftright, and make 
him break his Glaſs through which 
ſuch a prodigious Monſter did look fair 
and lovely. _ 

But becauſe this ſort of Death 1s one 
of a ſubtle Nature, and Perſons wedded 
to their Senſes, and corpulent in Vice, 
do nor apprehend it, and think there's 


no ſuch Matter becauſe they cannot fee. 


it, 'tis too too thin to catch hold of their 


Senſesz and they too too thick for In- | 
corporeal | 


| 
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corporeal and Soul Notions : It will be 
-neceſlary to acquaint them with another 
Death, which is: after theſe -we have 
mentioned, and that 7s Erernal. 

- Now ſuch Perſons as we have menti- 
on'd, may eſcape the firſt violent Death, 
being not capitally puniſhed in this Life, 
but they ſhall not eſcape this laſt Death ; 
if they cheat the Gihber, and ſeare their 

 Conſciences, yet they ſhall meet an E- 
_ ternal Death, with Satan their Lord and 
: Maſter. PEE 

Were it poſſible for a Man to be al- 
ways ſtabbing and ſlaying his Soul with 
Wantonneſs, Pride, Covetouſneſs, and 
other Vices ; and yet not ſmart as would 
his Body it conſum'd with Ulcers and 
Droplſies, yet the dart of Eternal Death 
is too too ſharp not ro be felt, and this 
will plainly appear if we conſider what 
eternal Death 1s. | 

And it 1s the ſtate of the Damned : 1: 
is a curſed departing from Chrift into Ever- 
laſting Fire ; It 1s Blackneſs of Darkneſs 
for ever ; the Worm which never dies, Eter- 
ual Damnation, and Everlaſting Puniſh- 
ment. 

And were it poſlible for meto tell you 
all the pains of loſs, and ſenſe wrapt up 
in this ſhroud of Death ; what it is - 

F 2 E 


(65) 


be puniſh'd with everlaſting Deſtruction 
from the preſence of the Lord, and from the 
Glory of his power ; what it is to dwell, 
and to dwell for ever in a Lake of Fire, 
fed with Brimſtone ; what it 1s to have a 
Worm, and that Worm as long as Eternity, 
to be knawing and grinding our Souls. 

Could I read, and explain all the Deeds 
and Convevances of Hell, to fhew you 
the Leaſe, the for ever Leaſe that the 
Damned have got for their Souls and Bo- 
dies in the bottomleſs Pit. 

Could I bur deſcribe to you the zazxre 
of Eternal Death, you muſt conclude 
that 'tis roo too keen not to be perceivd, 
and too certain and evident not to- be 
avoided; and they who get this Prize for 
* their running, and theſe Wages for their 
labour, muſt needs be in a very fad, and 
doletul condition, their end is fuch an E- 
ternal Death | 

Phanias having thus confirm'd the two 
Propoſitions, which his promiſed Method 
obliged him to, he proceeded to give his 
Hearers ſome proper Dire@ions whereby 
they might digeſt the full Feaſt of Know. 
ledge which he had cared them with, 
and ſo they might be ſtrong, and well 
Skil'd in oppoſing that politick Enemy, 

Miſta- 
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Miſtaken Wiſdom, which as he declar'd 
wars againſt Man's Soul. 


And his firſt Dire&ion herein was, g;,p pz «g. 


that all Men would ponder, and conſider, 
before they aF : For whilſt they walk in 
this World they are in the company of 
Decelivers, and they had need have their 
Eyes in their Heads, and their Hands up- 
on their Purſes ; that is, uſe all care that 
they be not deluded ; and in this Em- 
ployment they ſhould ſpend their time : 
They ſhould daily (ſend out ſome Spies to 

ive them true Intelligence, and they 
thould be as careful to get as good Law 
and Couniel to fave their Souls, as they 
ire. to ſecure their Bodies and Eſtates 
from the cratty Cheats and Dcluſions of 
others. 

Believe it, They fſhouid travel their 
Pilgrimage befet about with Guides and 
Opticks, and all ſorts of clear Glaſſes tied 
at their Girdles; with Targets to defend 
their Heads and Eyes, and with Weapons 
to force them away who would break, 
and pull rhem from them. 

Ths is their maja bulinels, and this 
buſinets they do, or ſhould know and 
own to be truly neceflary ; and yet this 
15 their uſual Foliy and Mednels, that they 
\_ too too much neglect it. 

"2 They 
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They commonly pin their Welfare up- 

on the Siceves of Education and Cuſtom, 
coing as others do and have done before. 
them ; and little, very little regard why 
or wuacrefore they aCt thus, or other- 
wile, | 

And whilſt this is their courſe of life, 
their Spiritual Enemies, the Devil and 
their Luſts, vanquiſh them: for they 
Jay Nets and Traps in their Walks, and 
they never ſearching, but running ſtrait 
on, are at Jength catcht, and deſtroyed 
11 them. 

Now to overcome this danger, this 
ceadly danger, they ſhould fix their 
Thoughts upon what they do, and exa- 
mine what 1s their Rule, and whither 
they tend: They ſhould confider whe- 
ther their Enterprizes have God's Word 
tor their Rule, or only their own Wills 
and Deſires, which are naturally vain and 
vile : They ſhould turn their Aftions 
this fide ard thar, and note which _ 
their Bias leads them, whether to Sham 
and Death, or to Liic and Glory; ne 
ther to eternal Miſery, or Happineſs. 

They inhould paſs no day withour ſome 
Heavenly  Seliloguy, or holy Dialogre with 
them Sous asRing them what grounds 
ey BAave tOlay the irels of their Salva- 
| ti0n 
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tion on God's Mercy, and their Sxviour's 
Merits? How they can maice it appear 
that they are Chriſt's Subje&ts, and he 
their King > What meaſure of Faith they 
have by which they expect the hope of 
Righteouſneſs * What Obſervance, and 
Obedience to God, by which they may 
be mark'd out, and noted for his Friends, 
as faithful Abraham was. 

Such, ſuch Employs and Meditations 
are ſuitable tor Chriſtians high-born, and 
prectous Souls 3 and when they are con- 
verſant in them, they will be able to act 
according to the Preſcriptions of true Wil: 
dom and Knowledge. 

Moreover, lince all of us are fo much 
abusd by our Natural Selves, and our 
afteaed Folly and Knowledge wheedle 
us into. the dark Chamvers of Death, Ic 
us reſolve to caſhiere theſe Enemies for 
everz never were ſuch Stratagems and 
Deluſions made uſe of, as they exerciſe 
daily towards us. 

They | continually {port themſelves 
with the*Gulls and Cheats wh (ca they 
put upon us3 for they prom! e us Gar. 
dens, and give us Dungihils, Streans of 
Milk and Honey, and give us an Ocean 
of Pitch and Biimſtones Muſica! Soi - 
Þ 4 LY, 
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ty, and delicious Banquets, and only ſerve 
up to us wax'd Sweet-meats, and painted 
Veniſon, and the Croakings of an af- 
frigtited Conſcience : Moreover, they. 
give us the World, ad at the ſame time 
inatch away our Souls,and bargain to ſell 
us ſome hours of Delight, for an age of 
of Repentance, and an Eternity of Woe. 
Ask a poor Wretch who bath ſadly 
experienc'd their Cheats, what he can 
ſay in this caſe 3 and he can tell you, that 
they only ſhew'd him Pleaſures which did 
bloodily ſcratch and bite him, pleaſant 
Groves tenanted with Tygers, ſpacious 
Walks ending in bottomleſs Gulphs 5 
loaded Diſhes, and Golden Cups, Cano- 
picd over with Swords and Halberds, and 
underncath the Table lay in one place 
the Mau made with Bones, and his Dart in 
his Hard ; and hard by 1 ghaltily Ghoſt 
with this Label trom him : Dying but ne- 
zer dead 
But it this Reiation gain no Credit, 
then if we dare be fo hold, cail we up 
the Ghoſts of Doeg, Haman and Judas, 
and ask ther; bow it now fares with 
them, ior their Treachery, Pride, and 
Cruelty. G#,g0, incredulous Fools, and 
raiſe up Corab, Dat ham, , and Abiram, and 
ask 
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ask them how Schiſm thrives, and what 
the end of it was, and is to them : Is it not 
for ever miſerable 2 | 

If we are not hoarſe, and have {till a- 
ny Courage left us, call we once more 
upon the rich Man, and covetous Fool, and 
ask them to what end their Pomp and 
worldly Mindedneſfs brought them 2 ask 
them who requir'd their Souls of them 
when their Barns were full of Grain, 
and their Cellars of the beſt Wine? and 
they muſt tel] you that it was the Devil, 
and his Angels with whom they dwell for 
ever. 

Theſe Examples may, and ſhould (ct 
before us the great Neluſions which theſe 
our fore-mention'd Enemies uſe towards 
our Souls, and the unhappy Condition 
they bring us into, and how at laſt chey 
decoy us into that Death whoſe Torments 
are as impoſhble to be expreſs'd, as to be 
endurcd ; Endleſs, Eternal 'Torments. 

And now my hearty and compaſlio- 
nate deſire is, that for God's and our 
Souls ſake, we would fix our Thoughts 
upon this anparal/lel'd Tragedy; and that 
thereupon we would this day, this hour 
begin, or if we havedone fo, continue to 
Joath the ſofreit Embraces of the World, 
and arm our ſclves againſt all the Darts of 
| its 
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its Temptations, and become moroſc to 
all its gay and wanton Humours, and to 
all the Solicitations of the Devil, and our 
own deceitful Hearts. 

The caſe is plain z we have had baſe 
uſage from them, for their Delights lead 
to Miſery, their Riches to Poverty, their 
Sweets to Bitterneſs. and their Heaven 
to Hell; wherefore there is all th- rea- 
ſon imaginable that we ſhould practice 
the utmoſt degree of revenge and hatred 
againſt them, 

And whilſt we make theſe our Foes, 
and hate . them, let us make God our 
Friend, and love him ; and fince we can't 
do it our ſelves, it highly concerns us to 
procure ſuch a Friend who can, and will 
aſſiſt as, and will (if we be not wanting 
to our felves) put us into the right way 
of true Wiſdom and Vertue, even that 
way whoſe end is Pleaſantneſs and Peace. 
And that he would do fo, let us bzg of him 
in our daily Devotions that he world or- 
der our Goings in his paths that our foot- 


fleps may not- ſlide, and that he would 


give us a Love to his Law, and a right 
Underſtanding of it, and a re&tified Will 


to obey all the Precepts therein preſcri- 


bed, and a ſober, ſerious, and ſettled Re- 
ſolution, and Perſeverance herein to our 
lives end. And 


Coy 3 


And it we thus att as we have pray- 
ed; if in our Voyage to the Port of true 
Wiſdom our hands are employed at the 
Rudder, whilſt our eyes are lifted up to 
Heaven, then we may conclude that God 
hath been our Maſter, and his Holy Spi- 
rit our Guide, and we ſhall find to our 
Joy and Comfort, that we are truly 
Learned, and Wiſe, and our laſt end ſhall 
not b: Death but Life, eternal Life and 
Happineſs. 

Phanias having finiſhed hzs Audie, and 
' therein given an exact Account of the 
Talent giver to him to Traffick with, and 
imp ov, and having enrich'd his Audt- 
tors with the many excellenr Commo- 
dities ang vaſt Gain which was /mport- 
ed thereby. — Glcon bethought himſelf 
who ihould ſucceed ſuch a skiliul and 
faithful Fadtor for the Company : And ha- 
ving good reaſon to know and declare 
that Lauperas was a wife and confiderate 
Perſon 3 he made a Courteous, and ob!t- 
gig Infinuation to him, that he would 
Difcourſe-in their next Aſſembly. 

Liperus beg?d his Pardon, alledging 
for his Excuſe, "that the Complement 
which he put upon him might have patt . 
much better upen any other of his pre- 
ſent Friends; and Moreover, that he had 
een, 
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been, and was then exercis'd with many 
frrowful AfﬀiQtions which ought to 
plead for his Superſedeas, and diſcharge 
him from any Office in that place. — 
Burt the Society making ſome ſigns to 
Glzcon to proceed in that Requeſt : He 
did fo, and with a convincing Argu- 
ment (as the event declar'd.) He told 
Luperus, that his skilful Craifng in thoſe 
Streights of Sorrows, and Diſtreſles 
which he was in, made him the more 
accompliſhed to Pleaſure his Friends 
with his wiſe Advice and proper Admo- 
nitions : Hereupon Laperus replied, 
That hewould comply,provided it might 
be with alawful Revenge for his Im- 
portunity 3 Glycos wiſhed him to explain 
himſelf, and in doing fo, he told him, 
That as his Circumſtances ſtood , he 
muſt ſpeak of that which would fcarce 
gain Credit, for it muſt be concerning 
joyful Sorrow, and what advantage he had 
reapd and carried into his own Garner 
thereby : Glycoy ſaid, thar in his Conver- 
ſation he had made it evident, that he. 
was Maſter of much true Wiſdom, and 
did believe that one apt means waich he 
us'd tor it, was the right management of 
his Sorrows and Troubles, and tince Pha- 
»ias went not that way in his DireCtions 

thereto, 
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thereto, he requeſted that the Company 
might hear his Sextiments herein upon his 
SubjeCt of joyful Sorrow, and the ſweet, 
and wholſome Fruits which grew upon 
it : Hereupon Luperus ſtood up, and bow- 
ing to the Afſembly. — He undertook 
this following Diſcourſe concerning that 
. Subject. 


— 


CHAP. VI. 


Of Joyful Sorrow. Diſcours'd of 
by Luperus. | 


Have ſomewhere read, that what- Luperus oe 
ever Veſlels are put into the Stygzar _ — 
water, whether of Stone, Chryſtal, Glafs, aver. Trifto. 
or the like, are broken with 1ts force : 

- Alſo Iron, Braſs, Lead, Tin, and Silver 

. are diſſolved therein; nay, Gold which 

reſiſts the damage of Ruſt, cannot the 

poiſon of this Water, however (faith 

my Author) that which is made of the 

Horn of a certain Scythian beaſt 1s not Vid. Caufin, de 
only not blemiſh'd, but made the more Symb. Egypr. 
excellent herein. — The wiſe, and patient *P:* 5: 
Perſon , hath got the quality of this 
Forn, for not all the Waters to which 
in Holy Scripture-Adverfity is compar'd, 
can 
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can diflolve his Vertues 3; but -on the 


Firſt Inſtance. 


contrary, by him they are regdred like 
the Streams offome Fountains, which turn 
black things into white, and hard into ſoft : 
Thar is, he turns Adverlity and hardſhip 
into Joy and Eaſe, and makes them much 
betterthan he found them. R 

Now that he really doth ſo, and how, 
and why he and all mortified Chriſtians ac- 
compliſh this difficult Task,ſhall at preſent 
be made known to you, and for a com- 
pleat Demonſtration hereof, I ſhall ſhew that 
tho' the word Sorrow bears ſeveral mean- 
ings, yet in ſome Degree, 'each of them 
produce Joy and Profit, as may be ſeen 
eſpecially 1n two Inſtances, which may 
give vs an Occafion of thinking upon 
more in our private Meditations. 

Now the firſt Inſtance is, That the 
word Sorrow ſignifies Anger, and this is 
the Root of Foy and Gain, I do not mean 
ſuch an Anger as is exceſiive and reveng- 
ful :. But, That whereby one Perſon 
chides and correfs another for his Faults ; 
and this Angry Sorrow 1s more profita- 
ble for the Tranſgreſſor, than if he were 
imiled upon, and applauded for his Fol- 
ly : — For looking upon him with a tur- 
rowed Brow, and giving him a biting, 
ſmart Juniper Lefture, he may amend his 
Manners, 
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Manners, and hereby his Soul may be 
rub*d and furbiſh'd up, and look much 
brighter, 2, e. more Vertuous than be» 
fore. But, by Flattery , he may be 
ſtroak'd with one hand, when wounded 
with the other ; nay, he may ſuffer fa- 


tally hereby, for it is compard to Mzlk 3 


and as no Poiſon kills ſooner than that 
which is drank herein, for its Nature 1s 
ſo thin and ſubtil, that all of it foon 
turns into Poiſon, fo the Poifon of evil 
Manners being mixed with the Milk of 
Infinuation and enticeing words, and 
with ſome Lip Sugar, it will prove 
mortally dangerous and hurtful, and this 
Condition is much worſe than Sorrow ; 
and this 1s the firſt Inſtance. 
2. This word Sorrow, as it ſignifies An- 
- ger, may be referred to God himſelf, as to 
the Joytul, and good effect it may cauſe. 
For it was the Opinion of the Hebrews, 
that it was much better when God look'd 
upon the Old World, and the Sodowrtes, 
_ and other egregious Sinners ſeverely, by 
whipping them with a Deluge, and a 
Fire, and Plagues,and Diſeaſes, then when 
he forbore Execution on them, and there- 
by ſeemed to be their Friend; and take 
no notice of their Sins, but to be altoge- 


ther like themſelves; for in Alluſton here- 
to, 


Second. 
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to, the World is like a Free-School the 
Inhabitants of it never look ſo careful- 

ly on their Books; as when the Rod 7s 

in their Maſters hand. Aptly hereto 

taith Almighty God, when ſmote them 
Pſal. they ſought me; and faith the Prophet, 
when God's Judgments are in the Land, the 

Eſa 26. 9. Tnhabitants thereof will learn righteouſneſs 
And another Prophet faith, zz» their Af- 

OY fliftions they will ſeek me early. . 
On the contrary, God's Lenity engen- 

ders Sinners obſtinacy, and Indulgence 

doth not melt, but harden them, like the 

Beaſts to which they are compar'd, they 

are rather dgiven out of their evil ways by 

fear, than lead to Vertue by any kindneſs 

and Good-will: For,let favour be ſhewed to 

Eſay 26. 16, The wicked, yet will they not learn righte- 
onuſueſs: So that God 1s rather Angry 
when he ſhews none; ſuch Pity, and 
Compaſlion 1s cruel ; and 1t carries a 
forer ſtroak with it, than that heat of 
God's Anger which ripens the Patient 1n- 
to good Manners, for when God gives 
the Sinner his Requeſt, and withal ſends 
leanneſs into his Soul, when he: ſtops the 
Scourge , and ſays hold, ſmzize them no 
more, then is God very angry. You 
know, Perſons 1n an HeGtick Fever, the 


more full, rhe more lean they are, the 
more 


(31) 
more tliey eat, the more they conſume, 
becauſe of the Atrophy, or Conſumption 
joyn'd uſually with that Diſeaſe, ſo it is 
with unſorrowful wicked Men , their 
pood outward Condition deſtroys them, 
tor then they are froward and regardleſs 
of God 3 for, he ſays to Iſrael, I ſpake 
unto them in their Proſperity, but they ſaid, 
We will not hear, and \ince they were, and 
they who imitate them are ſo froward 
as we have heard, let them note, that 


with ſuch God will ſhew himſelf froward, . 


and 'tis very terrible to lye under the 
Rod of a froward God. So that *tis much 
better that God puniſh than indulge 3 
tor as they are the more Orient Pearls, 
which are got in the more tempeſtuous 
weather,ſoare they the better Men, who 
are exercis'd with the more fever Try- 
als ; for as it ſhall appear, where the Vi- 
 fageis ſad by Sorrow, and Affliction, there 
the Soul is chearful by Inſtrution, and 
Diſcipline. 


Fer. 22. 21. 4+ 


N, B, 


It is true, God hath brought the evi] 4ms x: 


of Miſery into the World, for he hath 
framed it, and there is none of that ſort, 
but he hath appointed it 3 but it 15 true 
alſo, that he hath put Man into a way 
to diſcover it, and to detend himſelf a- 
gainſt it, or make a profitable uſe ot it ; 

G for 


ongoing ; - = In 
— — 165 0 nah eas —_ we ES 


—_ _ 
—_ > = —— - 
—— 


MpRp—_ 


DIETS i 


———— ——— {CE —_ —__ : " 
— A I hes <A AA A eos Os — 
+ ro __ —_ a 


Mn oe I I OE EE Se - —_ —_ 
_ bm —————— CY _— R d- -- __— > 
ne —— —_— _— _— — - 


EEC EREEESSo == ri rs + re 


renner 
pe titers rt tne age eee we 


—_— 


"= : 
» 


( 


(82) 
for as God hath given Beaſts natural de- 
fence, and Weapons againſt that which 
is deſtructive to them 3 the hard Skin, the 
Hoof,the Horn,the Tusk, the Briſtle,e>c. 
are clear Demonſtrations hereof ; ſo in- 
ſtead of theſe, he hath endow'd Man 
with Reaſon, and Wiſdom, which de- 
tences are nct outward but inward, not 
in the Body, bur the Soul. | 

Now unlels there were Evils which 
Man ſhould be aware of, and which he 
might diſtinguiſh from matters 1n their 
ownNature good and beneficial, he ſhould 
have no need of Reaſon,and Wiſdom.or at 
leaſt rhere would be oze exd loſt for which 
they were given. So that things good 
and bad are propounded to him becauſe 
he 1s Rational and Wiſe, and the force 
hereof 1s (cen 1n his diſcerning the one 
from the other. 

But now to make a good uſe and ad- 
vantage of the evi] of Miſery, will re- 
qure a grever degree of Wiſdom, than 
only uw io know 1t, and therefore God 
cannot more be thought fevere when 
he d:ſpc hb it in the World than Phy- 


fitiars can be , who grve Priſons ro thoſe 


Patients t1 whom they gzve Skil to make a 
right af ' cf. them 

. 41::ice God hath taught good and 

wiſe 


(83) 
wiſe Perſons this Skill, it may follow 
without prejudice to his Goodneſs, That 
it is much better, that the Phyfick ot outs 
ward Calamity be given to us, tho! it 
be griping with Sorrow and Grief, than 
that we ſhould be let alone, and con- 
ſame, and die with Eaſe, 

| Tndeed the Philoſophers called Stozcks 
are of another Opinion, for they fay, 
that all Sorrow and Griet of mind ſhouid 
be rooted out of Mans Soul. 

But Ladtantius argues againſt them 
from the impoſſibility of the Efet, if ir 
ſhould be attempted z — for who ( jairh 
he,) can abſtain -here from. 1f either a 
Plague conſumes his Countrey , or an 
Enemy invade, or a Tyrant oppreſs it ; 
can a Man not grieve when his Liberty 
is ſnatched away, or when his Friends, 
or good Men. are baniſhed, or cruclly 
{laughter'd, unleſs he be fo ſtupified 
as to have no uſe of his Senfes? So tha: 
whilſt we are ſenſitive, we muſt (as ocea- 
ſion offers,) be ſorrowful Creatures : To 
ſay we won't lament, or be fad tho' Ca- 
lamity of the blackeſ(t Complexioa meet 
us, or we won't vent a ſigh at the molt 
diſmal Tydings, are words which cannot 
be mad? good, mere vapours, which will 
vaniſh away when we are put to the 
Tryal: G 3 Our 


Lib, de cult, 


Ecclef. 


(84) 

Our great Lord and Maſter, who 
groaned in compaſlion tothe two Siſters, 
and wept near their Brother Lazarzs's 
Grave; and upon the thought of the 
terrible doom of Feruſalem gave another, 
and better Do&rine 1n his Example. 

So that Sorrow and Diſtreſs upon oc- 
caſion is neceſſary ; and to make a Vertue 
of this Neceflity is a buſineſs which we 
ſhould learn, and go about, and will bean 
excellent proot ot Joyful Sorrow, and that 
Grief is much better than Mirth. 

Now to drive this ai/ (in alluſion to 
Solomon's ſaying) the deeper in betore 
we fully clinch, and faſten it. We muſt 
note, thar there are ſevera] ſorts of Sor. 
rows and Adverfities, and Evils, and all 
of them, except thoſe which are procu- 
red by Luſts and vicious Habits, and the 
Prevalency (through our own negleft) of 
feducing Temptarions, are better than 
the Worlds Smiles, or Grinnings upon us 
through ourward cafe and content. 

As for inſtance; There are thoſe 
which are temporal and corporal, as the 


'_ Vid. Bp. 46. Adverſities of this Life and Death 5 and 


25 Pſaim there are thoſe which are ſpiritual, fuch 


as corrupt Suggeſtions, and inward Con= 
flifts and Soul-trials; and all theſe are 
better than conſtant Encreaſe, and Suc- 
cels, 


(35) 
Ecſs, and Health, and Strength, and ſeem- 
ing Peace and Quietnelſs, 

Now becauſe the Argument, (ab Eſſe 
ad Poſſe ;) that is, Becauſe 4 thing hath 
been ſo, therefore it may be ſo, is good ; 
theretore Examples in this ſort may be a 
good evidence in this caſe, and herein 
we abound both without and within 
Holy Writ. 

It is faid of one Damrauus, a Man rich 
in Grace, though poor in Purſe, thar 


when Pope Gregory the 1oth. took him plat. in vis: 
out of his Cloyſter, and made him a Car- 9: 


dinal, the good Man called him his Per- 
_ fecutor, and exclaim?®d againſt his Tyran- 
ny, and he always accounted himſelf mi- 
ſerable till he got free from that Perſecu- 
tion by his Supplication to Alexander the 
following Pope. 
| And Pope Adriav the 4h. caltd the 
Chair of his Office rough and thorney, 
and did bewall himfelf therein as 1t caught 
in 2 Thicket, as once the Ram was which 
Abraham took in the Buth. 

I could add hereto the ſtories of Ro- 
mitus-and Petronella, fer down in St. Gre- 


gory's Dialogues, whoſe Infirmities Were Dialrg, 14. 


eſtcem'd better than Health, and Freedom 
from Pains. 


3 1 But 


D7:s. T eat. 


mM vit, Phils. ; 


. (86) | 

But I cannot forget to mind you of the 
Qp1040:2 of a certain Heathen agreeable 
meruto : ior when he view'd a ſudden 
Sip wreck of all his Wealth, he took | it 
rather for 4 wile LeCtare than an heavy 
Loſs; tor he ſaid, Well done Forgune, T ſee 
'hou would{f have me a better Man, that i 5, 
a Pk: oſopher, 

Faus from without, As for Examples 
within Haly Writ. Note, That when 
David faid, Before 1 was afflicted 7 went 
oftray, but now T have kept thy Law, and 
tet Es pajſage to a wealthy place was 
through je aud water. And when Fob 
Lifled God for bis Loſſes, and Solomon 


ailirm'd that Fools Proſperity deſtroy 'd 


them : All taele Sxyings make 1t appear 
that their Sorrow 'was joyful. 

Now here Meletus craved vent. for a 
ſui4en thought, and to wedge in an apt 
paliaze co whar Luperus was ſpeaking of, 
and iz was 29 confider of a Diſcovery of 
Pliny b whoteils us, That there 1s a cer- 


C2,n Ire alien 3 Laix, whici is not burnt 
by tae fire , bur. rather bting thrown 
tC, refifts the Flames like a Stone : 


E tits Y ar DG trac at the City Larin- 


go; tor therein was a Tower built of 


that _ Wiicil being {urrounded 
Vit Fiames receive d no damage, 


Tims 


( 87) 


Thus the true Chriſtian is not made 
worſe by any outward Calamity, bur 
more capable to reſiſt and profit, by it. 
When Luperus had thanktully acknow- 
ledg'd his Obligation to Meletws.:- For this 
Diſcovery, he thus proceeded, I need not 
fling away an Argument to prove that 
Sorrow and Calamity will require ſome 
Art and Diligence to make them joyful, 
in making them beneficial and ſervicea« 
ble 3 Water muſt be forc'd from Stills, and 
fo muſt that of Grace ſometimes by Severity. 
However, a good Chriſtian cav (through 
Divine aſſiſtance) as compleatly work it, 
as a Tradeſman can a crooked Tree, or a 
rugged Horn to become a uſletul Table, 
_ or Cup. Andin his Profeſſion he hath 

been taught to do fo after this manner, 
and by theſe degrees. | 

Firſt, He owns all his ſorrowfu! Cond;- 
tion to come from God : He ſpies God's 
Arrow in his Wound, and his Nails in 
thoſe Scratches by which he bleeds; and 
this is the fountain of his Joy, and the 
root of all the wholeſome {ruit which is. 
gather'd from his Griets and Perplexities : 
For God is his Father, and he intends 
him good in this hard uſage. And then 
upon this occaſion, he ſearcheth, and trys 
bis ways, and confeſſeth, and bewailes his 


G' 4 fins 3 


(88). 
fins 3 and hereupon he patiently ſubmits 
to God's power, that ſo he may not ſeem 


to ſl:-ght his Corre&tion, and declare his - 


own Preſumption; and finally, he is 
careful in theſe his ſad Circamstances to pro- 

» in new Obedience; and in the exerciſe 
hereof he doth patiently hope for the end 
which God hath appointed, and till then 
waits his leiſare. 

Thus the true Chriſtian hath made his 
Poiſon medicinal, and his Tron ſoft : Here- 
by he bath candied and made palliata- 
ble Gentian, Rewand Wormwood, and the 
reſt of his bitter Herbs ; that is, he hath 
made his Sorrows and Diſtreſles as bene- 
ficial ro his Soul, as upon occaſion his Phy- 


fician and Surgeon hath made Pains and 


Smarrs advantageous to his Body. 

[ have ſaid thar a true Chriſtian by the 
foreſaid manner hath done thus, and ve- 
rily none elſe can; for as it is reported, 


Fid. Cauſin de that if thoſe who live by the Deadſea put 


Symb. Egypr. 


ſap. | 6. 


2 Candle lighted into it, it will float and 
ſwim, but rhat which 1s not will fiok ; 
ſo he, and he only who 1s lighted with 
Grace, can bear-up and ſwim, and even 
leap in the time of Sorrow and Adverſi- 
ty, as'tis ſaid the Dolphins do in the Sez in 
2 {empelH?. | 


Now 


To - 


(89) 


Now that a ſorrowful, or evil-day, is 
as painful as we have affirm it to be, 
_ and more joyful than that which Hypo- 
crites account fo, ſhall be proved not on- 
ly from its effe&t, which 7s an outward Ar 
gument, and ſhall be made uſe of* in its 
_ proper place as | proceed ; but irom the 
very end and nature of that Sorrow or 
Miſery which God brings upon his faith- 
ful Servants, and this is an inward Argu- 
ment. And this Nature may be noted 
from the various words in which it is ex- 
prefs'd in Holy Scriptures ; as thus, when 
God afflifts them either that they might 
be put in mind of their Wandrings, or 
gy 0" into the right way ; this is cal- 
led I»ſtruftion and Admonition. When 
their Faith and Patience are tried 
by the fire of Suffering, or other Ex- 
tremities z they are called Probations and 


Trials ; for the Lord trieth the Righteous, Pſal. 11. 5. 


and it is this way : When they paſſively 
aflert, and maintain the Truth, and ſeal 
it with their Blood, this is Martyrdom. 
When they drink of the ſame Cup of 
Ignominy and Scorn, which their bleſſed 
Saviour began, and drank to them as to 


his Brethren; this is called a likeneſs to Rev, 6, 5. 


Chriſt's Death. 


And 


(90) 
And fince *tis thus, Sorrows are not 
Plagues to infe&t and deſtroy 3 but Med: 
cines, to reform. and cure: As to God's 
Purpoſe, their Nature is balmy and hea» 
ling, not cruel and deſtructive : This is 
the Nature of a forrowtful Condition, and 
the [award Argument to prove it joytul, 
and better than outward Proſperity. 

The Outward Argument is drawn from 
the fruit, as this was from the Root of af- 
fl:Azve Sorrow; and that this 1s 1ts fruit, 
ſhall be ſhewn, partly 1n reference to this 
kind of Sorrow in general, and partly 
as to ſome of it in a more eſpecial man- 
ner. 

Now in general, Sorrow or Adyerſity 
hath an admirable good Influence upon 
and is very beneficial to the Inward part, 
or 50ul of Man,for i# puts 2t upon Exerciſe 
and Aion; and this is better for it than 
ro be idle and floathful; this finds it E- 
neimics to contend with, and fo to 1m- 
prove its Art of ſpiritual Wreſtling ; this 
eonVINces the Worid that this forrowful 
Yu] 15 hoty and vertuousz for as there 
can be no Vidtory without an Adverſa- 
ry, fo there can be no Vertue without 
the evil.of Miſery or Sorrow. | 

Now that Exerciſe herein hath made 
Mans Soul better tiz2n otierwilſe it could 


be, 


( 91) 
be, hath been confirwd by Feathens, 
and may be by our own Experiences : 
Seneca, 1n his firſt Chapter of Providence, 
faysz © That God does ;1ot dandle a 
* good Man, or make him his Fondling 3 
* but hardens and tries him, and pre- 
« pares him for himſelf under the Diſci- 
_ * pline of Calamity, Andin his ſecond 
Chapter, he ſays ; * That Vertue withers 
+ without an Adverſary, and that then it 
only appears how great and excellent it 
© is, when it declares how the Soul can fo 
5 order it as to make it uſeful, 

Moreover, He quotes this ſaying of 
Demetrius asexcellent, namely 3 Nothing 
ſeems to me more _— y than that Perſon 
who was never in a ſad and doleful eſtate; 
. for ke hath no occaſion to try himſelf ; he 
ſeems too unworthy, aud too weak to over 
come Fortune, for ſhe ſliehtes each laſie Per- 
ſon, 
| He goes on and tells us, That Proſpe- 
rity awells among the Yulgar, and conter- 
ſeth with inferiour and ſhallow Wits ; tut 
#t is the Office of a good and great Man to 
ſubdue Calamitzes, or make them ſerviceable 
to him, and either to break ſuch ſtones, or 
therewitn to build up a place in his Soul for 
Vertue to dwell in. 


Once 


( 92) 
Once more he beſpeaks his Friend 
thus ; 7 account thee miſerable, becarſe thou 
ever waſt, in Miſery : Thou haſt ſpent thy 
felf without an Antagoniſt, and no_ bod 
knows what thou couldſt do, no yot thy ſelf ; 
and yet there is need of a Trial to know that ; 
Souldiers glory in Wounds, Ship maſters in 
Storms ; and in Battel thou canſt beſt know 
a valiant Man : After this manner he goes 
on. 

But I muſt leave this Philoſopher, and 
ſhew,thar beſides this Outward Evidence 
of the bettering quality of Sorrow or 
Adverſity, real Chriſtians have another 
Within, which 1s, their own Experience; 
for they perceive themſelves to have 
grown taller and bigger in all Chriſtian 
Vertues hereby, in theſe Waters they find 
themſelves more clean, and in theſe 
Fires leſs drofſly than they were be- 
fore. 

And here permit me to appea/ to your 
ſelves, and tell me ; have not your Souls 
reliſh'd good and haly matters more, | 
much more under ſome of God's ſmart 
Stroaks, than when he let you alone, and 

; ſeemed not to regard what you did : 
Whea he hath ſnatcht from you a Rela- 
tion, or an helpful Friend, or a plentiful 
Eſtate ; when by Diſtempers he hath 

fow'd 
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(93) 
fow'd Palenieſs in your Cheeks, and Ter« 
rors in your Conlſciences, by giving you a 
ſenfe of the Dwnger, and Vileneſs of your 
fins; have you not then been better min- 
ded than formerly, more ready to te in: 
formed and reformed, or at leaſt to 
wiſh your ſelves much better than you 
a 

Thus we may all ſee, that Sorrows 
have whetted our Souls by Exerciſe, and 
ſo made them more keen and bright ; that 
is, more ative ayd gracious, than they were 
without them. 

And they continue to do ſo,becaufeth 
put them upon the neceſlary Duty-of nk 
deration : For hereby we ſhall confidernot 
only the Author of our Sorrows, who is 
God, and fo fubmit z but alſo what good 
may be gained by it, and this may prove 
advantageous to our Souls, by advancing 
Purity, and Reformation of Manners in 


them: For they muſt be well ploxaghed and 


harrowed, that is, have much Inſtruion 
beſtowed on them to make them capable 
to bear ripe fruit in cold Seaſons, and they 
muſt, like fome Birds noted by Mytholo- 
Eiſts, put on their Wings the wild Rew of 
ſorrowful Mortification before they can 
fly trom the rapacious Cruelty of thoſe 
Cats which would devour them; and it 

they 


V. Caufin, * 
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they do ſo, then they will anſwer this 
Charge and Trouble about them, and be 
fruitful in obedience to God?s Will in Re- 
pentance, Charity, Hamility, Patience, 
&c tor as {ron if it be not uſed becomes 
Raſty, and cannot be ſerviceable till it be 
knockt, and burnt, and hammer'd ; fo 
when carnal Security hath once prevail d, 
and become ſtrong in us, we cannot be 
well fitted for the Exerciſe of any religi- 
ous Duties, tiil we be made forrowtul 
by Difireſſes: But hereupon we ſhall 
ſhine forch with all thoſe LZzghts, that is, 


| Graces which deſcend from the Father of 


Jam. 15.17. Lights; all our former Barrenneſs in | 


Firſt. 


Chriſtian vertues ſhall be purged away, 
and we ſhall abound fo far herein, As 70 
be fruitful in every good work 

Now to this general Account how 
Sorrows are made Joyful, and profitable, 
I ſhall add in performance of my former 
Promiſe to you,,.ſome particular ones, by 
which our Souls become more rich in 
Grace, and Vertue, then they were be- 
tare. —— 


And the firſt of thele 15 Sickneſs. 


Salvian,de Pro* — For hereby our Souls gain a Con- 


vident, Dei 
lib. i. 


queſt over our Bodies , which other- 
wite might Rebel, and give them much 
Vexation; and thoſe headſtrong Vices 

which 


_ nacles may draw us to Goodneſs, whe: 


(95) 
which have run away with them, ſuch 
as Malice, Pride, Anger, Diſtruſt, Cen- 
ſoriouſnels, &#c. are hereby hank'd and 
kept in from doing us any Miſchief : And 
when they are fo, that ſaying of Sa/vian a 
primitive Biſhop,may be ſaid of them, that 
they were i// when well, and well whenill. 
In a particular manner alſo, Loſſes may 
make us better, and ſo become joytul ro 
us ; for before theſe were ſent, there was 
an Imtus exiflens probibens, or ſome in- 
ward hindrance to our Souls growing 1n 
Grace. But now this is removed, and 
better Goods may fill its place z eternal 
inſtead of tempora], and laſting inſtead 
of thoſe which are ilight and periſhing.. 
Moreover, we muſt note, That tize 
Poverty which is hereby inflicted, is more 
gaintul than all the Goods we loſe, 
for as primitive Diſcipline hath taught 
us, Poverty is a ſafe Caſtle, a quiet Has $, Bernard. 
en. perpetual Security, unfeigned Pleaſure, N. 8: 
Delight void of hazard, Life free from Trous 
ble an unconconquerable Hoſt, the Parent of 


Philoſophy, the Bridle of Intemperance, anc 


the Root of Modeſty. 

Next to tizis be pleaſed to obſerve that, 
— The very Sorrow of a Priſen 1s joytu! 
and advantageous for, Fetters and Ma: 


£142 


Gen. 47, 
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the Cords of Love and Freedom cinnot ; 


thoſe may bind and weaken our Luſts, 
as ſtrong as Sampſon, and ſling ſtones in- 


. to the Foreheads of theſe ſturdy Goliahs, 


and make them fall when more kind 
uſage may be ſnapt aſunder like threads, 
That is, prove wholly ineffeCtual. 
Joſephs Impriſonment did not procure 
him more outward Honour than inward 
Improvement , for he became thereby 
devout to God and ferviceable, and 
Loyal to his Maſter, and temperate, 


Chaſt, and fober -to himſels in | 


greater Degrees than formerly 3 and the 
tears of Tendertneſs, and Compaſſion 
he ſhed when he revealed himſelf ro his 
Brethren can ſcarce be read with dry 
Eyes. Thas theſe forementioned Sorrows 
better us. | 
Now Luperus having by theſe ſpecial 
Caſes confirm'd his Problem of Joyful Sor- 
row, was pafling onto the more inward 


and inviſible Inſtances which might gain 


our Credit hereto, and give us more 
excellent Demonſtrations of it, and thoſe 
are the ſpiritual Conflits of our Souls : 
Wherein he would inform us ; how our 


Souls are advantaged, and ſo made joy- 


ful.-by them : Bur conſidering that what 
is put off, is not put out, and that preſent 
| Iater- 
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Intermiſſfion might whet future Attenti- 
on, he le'it this part of his: Diſcourſe to 
the next opportunity. EY. 


is —__— ——_—_ 
—_— — —_ 


CHAP. VII 
Luperus's Secomd Diſcourſe of 
Joyful Sorrow. 


N the next Congreſs,the whole Aſſem- 
bly being ſet, Luperus aroſe,and told 


them, that becauſe he had not burdened 


their Memories in his laſt Speech 3 he had 


. no reaſon to queſtion their Reteutrve Fa- 


culty,,n what was then delivered to them ; 
and therefore without Repetition ' he 
would proceed from whence he left off: 
And becauſe of what was to follow, he 
could be bur ſhort in ſhewing the Joytul 
Condition of thoſe who were troubled 
with ſpiritual! Conflifts, or whoſe Souls 
were therewith bowed down : And upon 
this Subje&t he rhus delivered himſelf. 

' What I have read not long fince, is 
very appoſite to the Matter I have in 
hand, and it is to this Purpoſe, 


That one great Subtilty of Satan ap- Biſhp Mog, | 
pears 1n this, that when he cannot gde- c_ in Pjal. 


ſtroy Grace in the Soul he nill plunder it of its $e 
oo H Comfort, 


- N,B. 


td ibid. 
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Comfort , and this he doth by infufing 
Doubts and Scruples, with which it ſhall 
contend 'with much Perplexity and 
Trouble. | 

However, the Contentions which a- 
riſe hereupon ſhall be uſeful to it, and 
much more than a miſtaken Peace and 
Qaietnefs : For hereupon the Soul prays . 
to God with mournfu] Tears, that it 
may have power to quench the fiery 
Darts of this his troubleſome and vexa- 
tious Enemy. And having laid this 
Foundaticn, it applies it felf zo ſome 
faithful Miniſter of God , to whom 
is committed rhe word of Reconciliation, 
that conſulting him in his Sorrow, he 
may be an helper of him 1n his Joy, and 
knowing his {ecret trouble he may give 
him ſaving Comfort ; and that his Corfeſſa- 
ry may better impart to him ſpirtual 
Councils, he diſcovers to him his ſpiritual 
Conflicts, for he knows it to be a Truth 
as well in Ghotitly as bodily Diſtempers, 
that {p/e {63 denegat curam, qui ſuo Medico 
z0n publicat cauſam. He refuleth cure who 
hides his Diſeaſe from thePhyfician.More- 
over,inthe Caſe betore us,it is the Subtilty 
of Satan's Malice to caſt ſuch a Cloud of 
darknefs upon Mins Soul, that when he 
cannot hinder, he may hide the ſaving work 


of 


(99) 
of Grace in his heart 4 hereupon, he, tho' 
a good Chriſtian, is not able to 'read 
his own Evidence without help, or dif- 
cover his Right to the Promiſes, nor his 
Title to tne eternal Inheritance without 
| Counſel and Advice :— And this being ; 
his Condition, he proceeds to ſome gra- 
 cious Conference with ſome pious Chri- 
ſtians, aud fiads ſome curing and coms= 
fortable Virtue therein, :ni f makes it 
advantageous to himfelf, : rowing that 
thoſe Communications 2rc inoſt benefi- 
cial which are, trom the Experience of 
our own Boſoms, adminiſtring to others 
thoſe Comforts wherewith our felues have 
been comfort:d of God. 20% 

This ſhall ſuffice for Intimation of the 
Joy and Gain of ſpiritual Sorrow , and 
ſhall wind up that Bottom of Confdera- 
tion, which, I have former]y ſaid, afflictive 
Sorrow puts the Soul upon, and thereby 
proves beneficial to it. 

And now I muſt put you in mind of a 
Topick, which may be drawn from that 
which 1s joyn'd to Calamitous ſorrow and 
that is, God's Comfort and Relief in ſuch 
a ſad Condition. 

David tells us, That this his fad Circum p,, , 
ſtance was ſweetned with Divine Com- ; 
fort, ſaying, in the midſt of my thoughts, 

H 2 that 
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that is, my ſorrowful thoughts within me, thy 
Comforts, O' Lord, delight my Soul : — Tn 
the Crowd of them, and when they were 
ſtrong and bulkey, God with his helping 
Moller. in pat, D2nd did enlarge them, now the word 
Pjal.4. 1. enlarge, ſignifies that he opened a paſſage 
for him out of the Calamity in which he was 
ſhut up, and befieged, and to the ſame 
Purpoſe, he fays, / called on the Lord in 
my Diſtreſs, and he ſet we in a large place, 
that is, He was is ſtraits, and God opened 
them that he might paſs out from them : He 
n.,8, unlock'd the Priſon, repair d his Loſſes, 
took away his Comtempr, made his Ene+ . 

mies, his fierce Enemies, to be at Peace 

with hirn. | 

Now from this Example we ſee, that 
by how much the more vur Sorrows are 
heavy, by fo much the miore God's 
Grace wil! be powerful in the eafing of 
them. — He will diftil ſome fecrer Joy 
into the tarts of the Diftrefled, which 
like Bladders may keep them vp from 
ſinking into rhe Gulph,-11e Deep, and 
irrecoveraile Guiph of Deſpair. — Now 
this infuſed Divine Comtort brings more 
Delighi, and fo is :..uch betrer rhan all 
the ſad Accidents, wich we can meet 
with, can bring Gri:i and Sorrow tO us5 
nay, the Inſtruments hcreot, the Perſe- 
cutor 
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Cutor and Oppreſlor, cannot in their vio- 
lent uſages be ſo Joyful, as they are, in 
their Sutterings by them. So that, here 
is an inward Delight which righteous 
Sufferers ſhall receive from God, which 
is far better than outward Eaſe, for it is 
inward quietneſs and peace of Conſcience, 
which infinitely exceeds all other Joys 
without them. | | 

Now after this manner faid Laperas, 
I have refolv'd the World's Riddle, and 
ſeeming Contradition of Foyſul Sorrow, — 
and diſcoverd it to be nor only Fojful, 
but much Better than thoſe Joytul De- 
| lights which have. a {ar fairer outward 
Complexion. And TI ſhall proceed to 
ſhew you, what an admirable Treaſure 
Is laid open by this Diſcovery ro make 
our Souls rich, and how we may ſecure 
them from all that outward Misfortune 
which may be injurious to them, and 
Pillage them of this their wealthy and 
comtortable Condition. 
| Andin order hereto ; Note, that from 
what hath been ſaid, we may be put in 
mind of Almighty Gods goodneſs, ard Ive 
in intending good, and in taking care for his 
Servants in their wor(t Condition. 

[i fomerimes he think fit to make 
them finart and blced,: yet even then he 

H- 3 takes 
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tzkes care to make them better by this 
Severity, If he will rud them with Cin- 
ders, yet even then he intends to make 
them ſhine in the Exerciſe of many Gra- 
ces, The Parent fees his Child's Ear 
bored, but his end 1s not to bleed it, but 
to hang the Ring and Jewel 1n it : In like 
manner does our Heavenly Father when 
he ſorrowfully aiflicts his Children; in fo 
doing, he makes them rich in Graces, 

So. that God chaſtiſerh his Servants not 
from Anger, but Love: Nay, he 1s ſo 
kind and beneficial in diſpenfing hisJudg- 
ments, that ſometimes the Sorrows which 
he deals to ſome, not only better them- 
ſelves, but many others alſo : Not unlike 
ſome Phyſician, who {as my Author 
ſays) burns the Thumb that he may cure 
the Sciatica, or Pain in the Hips and or- 
ders the Remedy in one place, when the 
Malady 1s 1n another, As when God is 
ſevere with the Parent, Natural or Poli 
tical, that he may heal their Children or 
Subjects from their Vicesz and when he 
bleeds the SubjeCts that he may ſave their 
King from his Luſts : So that God hath 
ſeveral ways to ſave good and vertuous 
Perſons, and all proceeds from Careand 
Goodneſs. 

Perſons 
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Perſons who neglect to mind ſeriouſly 
the Diſpenſations of Divine Providence, 
and are ignorant of the admirable Mes 
thod and Manner of God's dealing with 
his own Servants jn this World, are apt 
to take every Sorrow which God ſends 
to them, as a ſign of his Anger, and to 
think that there can be no Love 1n the 
Heart whilſt the Frown is in the Foree 
head. 

But to others who underſtand him bet- 
ter, it is a ſign that God is not angry; - 
but hereby healing” them cf their Sins, 
the worſt of Maladies ; and fo have a De- 
monſtration from him of a Love not on- 
ly of Benevolence, but of Complacency and 
Delight. : 

And let this ſuffice ta be ſaid of the 
firſt Leſſon which we ſhould learn from 
God's dealing ſeverely with us in this 
World : The next i: this; nameiy, | 

That we ſhould fix cur Theughts upon the 
End, and Reaſons why God brings us into 
the Sorrows which we have deſcrib'd, and 
comply therewi!h. 

It he ſends them as P/ai/?ers to cure us 
of our fins by Repentance, it would much 


 _ unbeſeem us to be fo Childiſh as to read 


them off before they have wrought the 
Cure: The puliog, whinning, reſtleſs 
H 4 Patients 
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Patients are very troubleſom to their 
Phyſitians; we ſhould by no means be ſo 
to God : But when we drink the bitter 
Potions, or fee the black Cloud over us, 
or in the Royal Propher's Phraſe, Whex 
the Iniquity of our Feels compaſs us about 5 
that is, when we are perſecuted by unju(f 
Men cloſely, or crafty Men lay Snares for 
«s : Then go we to our Apartments, and 
by Meditation and Prayer, conſider and 
enquire why it 15 fo with us. ff becauſe 
Vice abounds amonglt us, let vs beſeech 
God that he would give us true Repentance, 

| and furgive us all our Sins, Negligences and 

and Ignorances, and endue us with the 

Grace of his Holz Spirit, to amend our Lives 

according to his Holy Word. © 

It becauſe through Carking Care and 

Covetouſnels, and by permiſtive Autho-y 

rity and Cuſtom, we have lent of our 

Subſtance upon Covenant for Advantage 

and Gain, againſt the Divine Precept, 

which enjoins us to do good, and 10 lend, 
boping fer nothing again . Let it be our 

Prayer to God that be would deliver 

4s from all kardreſs of Heart, and contempt 

of his Word and Commandment : And that 
he would be our Ruler and Guide, that 

Coll.4. Þ.TrS. we may ſo paſs through things temporal, 

| that finally we loſe not the things eternal, 
ns” = 5 I: 


St, Luk, 6. 35, 
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If to try our gracious evil overcoming 
Temper to our Enemies, we ſhould pray as 
our great Mafter did; Father forgive them 
they know not what they do. Tt, tor Exam» 
ples to others, we ſhould lay ont our 
Zaleuts of Patience and Long-ſuffering, 
and not hide them in a Napktzy. 

Now if we thus exerciſe our ſelves,aswe 
are here advis'd, then we ſhall regard God's 
End in our Sorrows and Diſtrefles, and he 
will reward us with the end of our Hopes, 


| rhe Salvation of our Souls. 


And now as a Preface to my Concluſion, 
which may releaſe your confined Patience, 
which as to our preſent occaſion hath 
m—_ ts perfet work, my hearty Re- 
queſt 1s, Thar our chiet Study would be 
to live well, and to add to our ſtature in 


Piety and Vertue, and 10 ſhine more and 


more to a perfef day. 

This is not only our Duty at all times, 
but our advantage when we are in Sor- 
row 3 and not only an evidence that we 
have a good Title to God's Promiſes, bur 
an additional ſecurity for the payment of 
them to us; for hereby we declare that 
we love God, and then may be ſurerhat 
all things, that is, all ſorrowful Perſecutions 
and Affliftions ſhall work together for our 
good, and hereby we ſhall ſhew _ 
+ God's 


I Js 
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God's Phyſick hath workt with us, and 
that which firſt made us ſick,” hath now 
made us well. | 

Moreover, Since as far as Our Lives are 
from God's Commands to obey them, ſo 
far are God's Ears from our Prayers to 
hear them; therefore let us live well 
that in time of Sorrow we may pray un- 
to him with Succeſs, otherwiſe we may 
have many Sorrows in the belt cauſe, 
and yet have no reward for ſuch Sor- 
rows; and the Sacrifice of our Lives, 
even for Religion and Loyalty, fhall be 
eſteem'd by God but as the Cutting off a 
Dog's Neck. 

We bewail the common Evils we lie 
under, and we may well withdraw, and 
weep for them : But if we ſincerely de- 
ſire to ſee better days, we ſhould ſtrive 
to live better Lives; and to this end we 
ſhould humbly, and with our whole | 
Hearts, beſeech Almighty God to ſanCti- 
fy the various Diſpenſations of his Provi- 
dence to us 3 that is, cauſe us to walk hum-. 


ty, meekly, and patiently in our Converſa- 


t70ns: To hate all manner of Vice, Se- 
dition and Schiſm, and to have no fellow- 
{hip with thoſe Works of Darkneſs; and 
if God hath given us holy Courage to be | 


_ Confeſfors and Witneſles-of his Truth, to 


bleſs 
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bleſs him for that excellent Gift. To wait 
his leiſure for the Redemption of his Ser- 
vants from all their Troubles; and in the 
mean time to lic ſecure by Faith and De- 
votion, under his warm and comforting 


Wing ; and now and then, in aſubmiſhive 


and reſigning poſture, ſay, Make no long 


tarrying, O our God. 


Thus let us pray, and thus believe, 


and thus live, and in due time God will 
awake and ariſe, and anſwer our Requeſts, 
and we ſhall reapin Joy, and be exceeding 
gladin his Salvation. 


—_ tn. 


- Glycon's Introduftion to the following 


Diſcourſe of Theolebius. 


Lycon having before Luperas's late 
Lecture, embrac'd the late Senti- 
ments of many Perſons concerning the 
Aﬀection of Sorrow, namely, that it is 
only an unacceptable Sickneſs ; in which 
conſiſts an Inconvenience which happens 
to Mans Soul from ſome Evil or Want 
which the Impreſſions of the Brain re- 
preſent to it as its own ; or that it &:nds 
up the Soul ſo ſtriflly, that it muſt many 
times quit the Body to releaſe it ſelf; =_ 
that 


According in 
Deſchartes,Wgc. 


W_zC DD 
that hereupon it is ſuch a coarſe and hea- 
vy Garment put upon us, which no Art 
can make fine and fit for uſe : Was now 
made a Convert, and became Lyperns's 
Captive by the power and dint of tus. Ar- 
guments : And obſerving that the chief 
means to continue him in this free and 
happy Captivity, (as he now thought 


' it) was God's Grace, and through that, 


Sebagius, one 
who- pray'd to 
Sarntse 


his own Compliance with it 5 and this 
to be obtain'd by Asking., Seeking, and 
Knockingz and theſe Qualifications to be 
demonſtrated in Prayer : Did thirſt to 
hear ſome appoſite Le&ure upon that 
Office; and to free the Road from all. 
Obſtacles which might defeat the Efficacy 
of it, he propounded that the Objed of 
true Prayer might be plainly made 
known, and the Objections arifing here- 
upon entirely vanquiſhed 3 for, unleſs 
this be done by a true Recognition of 
the true God when we pray, we ſhall 
have as little ſucceſs hereby, as it we 
pray'd to Neptune or Aolus for help a- 
gainſt an Oceay of Storms and Perils ; Or 
as thoſe Prieſts of Baal had, who-pray'd 
to him to vindicate his Power and Sove- 
reignty againſt the only Omnipotent and 
Eternal Being. Belides, this Deſire was 
encreafed becauſe of Sehagius, who was 
fuſpeted 
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ſuſpe&ed to be an erroneous, if not a 
worſe, Religioniſt, that he might receive 
2 like Conviction from ſuch a LeQure, 
which himſelf had from the former. 


 Hereupon Theoſebins, a Perſon worthy Theoſeblus, 


, . . - f, one who pray d 
of Praiſe for his worthy Devotions which 9 #7 = 


no Battology, or Impertinencies could in- 
fect, was by Glycon requeſted to ſpeak up- 
on that Subject : Theoſebius, an humble, 
meek, and zealous Man, and therefore ' 
rightly qualified for the Exerciſe of that 
Duty whoſe Obje&t he was ſolicited to 
diſcourſe upon, was not ready to anſwer 
this Deſire : But told Glycor more by his 


 Countenance than Tongue, that he was 


willing to decline it : But G/ycon by ſome 
{weet and paſſionate Expreſſions, which 
were familiar with him, befeech'd him to 
declare the reaſon of his denial, and was 
herein complied with 3 for 7heoſeb:ius told 
him that he foreſaw that he ſhould meet 
with many rubs. in his progreſs by 
many obſolete and thread-bare Oppolt- 
tions, and therefore could not be ſo cur- 
rent in that Undertaking as their Ex- 
peQations might require. Sebagzus did 
perceive a warm Refletion to be caſt 


_ upon him, and that this Remora to Theo- 


ſebius's Enterprize did look a ſquint upon 
his private Sentiments 3 and theretore 
faid 
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faid with a Lip ſmoother than is uſual 
with many of his Perſwaſion, that ifany 
thing was delivered contrary to hisJudg- 
ment, he would make it known in as 
ſhort Parentheſis to his deſign, as the 
nature of it could bear: And that he 
would promiſe that fincere Converhion 
ſhould tread in the heels of 7heoſebius's 
ſolid Conviction, and that he would ask 
no Queſtions for Contradiftion, but Re- 
ſolution fake: Upon theſe Conditions | 

- T heoſebius denied himſelf ſome eaſe to 
give his Friends theirs, by yielding totheir 
Withes,and ſpake after this manner chiefly 


upon Prayer. 
CHAP. IX. 
Theoſebius's Diſcourſe of the Objeft 


of Prayer. 


| ,Theoſeblus,o Þ' Shall nor, fays he, only anſwer Gly- 
Sn”, cox's, and in him your Requeſts, in 
> hay z from J£0- . 3 . y q . , 
oi Gates {peaking to the right and only Object of 
Prayer ; but as a preparative thereto, 
crave leave of Luperns to enlarge upon 
that Duty. as a proper mcans to change 
Sorrow and Afliftion into Joy and Comfort, 
o REA 4g 
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as well as thoſe other which he hath late. 
ly made uſe of ro finiſh that task : And 
in order hereto I ſhall proceed to make 
good theſe two Concluſions, namely, 

x. That to pray to Almighty God, is the 
moſt proper and efficacious Rece pt againſt 
any preſent comfortleſs Sorrow: And, 

2. Thar Prayer in this Condition, and 
upon all other Conſiderations, muſt be made 
to God only. 

Now concerning : he firſt of theſe Con- 
clufions. Theo/ebins began thus, 

- Ir is nor improveb!s that you have read 
or heard as I have, That the forrowful 
and diſtreſſed Peop!e amongſt the Grecians 
were won't +9 lie in the Temples of #/- 
culapins and Apollo, that they might there 
dream of caofe Preſcriptions whicn might 
render them chearti::i and found; ſembla- 
bly, it would be the advantage of all 
Chriſtiais t:> repair to God's Fouſe of Pra- 


yer, and iherein befcech him that their 


Nights might be turned into Days, and 
that after they have ploughed in Darkneſs, 
they might reap that Light which 1s by 
him ſored for the Righteous; that is, that 
God's Chaſtiſements, which for the pre- 


ſent are uot joyous but grievous, may after- Heb. 12. tt. 


ward yield the peaceable fruits of Righteouſ- 
eſs to them. 
The 


Two Cancluf. 
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The Royal Prophet frequently calls up” 
on God to comfort the Soul of his forrow- 
ful Servant, and this he learned from the 
Example of the Patriarchs and Prophets: 
And we all know that the whole Confi- 
dence and Hope of the dejeced and ſors 


rowful Pablican lay in this Petition 3 God 


be merciful tome a ſinner. 

If we have improved Meletus's firſt 
Le&ure ſo for as rivfiily t Meditate and 
conſider, we cannut bui own the Truth 
of the Sufiiciency of D:vine Prayer in the 
caſe we are vp0rn, For herein wegoto 
God, whoſe Mercies are large and many, 
and fo proportion'd to a!} our Evils and 
Wants. Amongſt the Herd of Mankind, 
ſome are uſeful one way and ſome ano- 
ther: One may help when we are lame, 
another when we are under forrowful 
Lofles, another when we are in Priſon, 
or baniſhed our Country : But we can 
meet with none who can relieve us in a// 
Calamities; but now God hath a Plaiſter 
for every Sore, and a Remedy for every 
Extremity 3 and tj:erefore'tis ſaid, O God, 
in the multitude of thy Mercies hear me : 
and he not only multiplies them, as ſome 
have done their Riches, and yet none are 
tbe berter tor them : But he doth keep 
Dercies for thouſands, and it his Recrea- 
1007 
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tion, and delight to ſhew them, for he 
retains ot his Anger tor ever, becauſe he 4. 7. 18, 
delighteth in Mercy, — 2nd his merciful 
loving kindiie!s 1s not only great, but Pal 117. 2. 
great towards us. 
Moreover, to Pray to God in the depth 
of our Sorrows, as Foxas did 1n that of 
the Sea, 15s an Att of Faich, and engag- 
eth God to help us, for he never jails 
thoſe who truſt inhim ; and becauſe Ca- 


vid did o, therefore did his heart re- 
_ Joyce: And faith the Prophet, Thou wilt xy :6. 3. 


keep him in perfett Peace whoſe mind is ſtay- 
ed on thee, becauſe he truſteth in thee : And 
when we corne to the Throne of Grace, 
that is, Pray, and do fo, with pious Con- 
fidence for Grace and help in Sorrows, Htb. 19, 
then ſhall we find Mercy and Grace in time _ 
of need. | 
And indeed we can find apt redrofs 
21ſt all our afflictive Sorrows no where 


el{e,and by no other means; for we cannot 


of our ſelves deſerve and parchaſe it. — 
It the moſt jult God ſhould give us our 
Dclerts, we ſhould never be trees from 
Caiamities, but paſs on from one ro an- 
other ; and when we have ſuffered much 
here,we might ſuffer more hereafter ; and 
therefore our only way is to beg God”; 


mercy in Prayer, — _ 
| if 


Pſal. 118. 
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If any other way could have been found 
out, who more likely to find it then 
King David, a Man of Courage, Con- 
duct and Reſolution, and not ſo abſolnte- 
ly forſaken as to be abandon'd of all his 
Su5jects ; but amidſt his Sorrows , his 
ſwelling Sorrows, he flies not to his ſhifts. 
He trutfts not to the Loyalty of ſome of 
his ſtout Officers, he puts no Confidence 
in his Son's want of experience, and in 
the weakneſs of a new Government, and. 
in the want of Skill in an infant King- 
dom; but laying all theſe, and ſuch Con- 
fiderations afide , he comforts himfeli in 
God by Prayer ; and thus ſhould all of us 
in our ſorrowful Conditions. 

'Tis vain, to expeq great Matters 
from great Armies , and fubtile Strata- 
gems, and methodical Contrivances, and 
new Devices, and to lift up our Voices, 


and cry aloud for Joy and Succeſs, and 


Comfort from theſe in our deep Diſtreſ- 
fes, and when the Waves of Sorrow 
rowl over us :* No, no, at ſuch a time the 


Calm is made, and the Peace is concluded, 


and our ſafety is ſecurd by Divine 

Prayer. | | 
And now, this ſhort Addition being 
tack'd to thoſe ways which Laperus found 
out to render Sorrow and —_— 
tu 
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ful; and profitable, I ſhall go on with" 
leſs ſtumbling, and a more light Foot in 
ſurveying the main Province which I 
have undertaken, which was , to Diſ- 
courſe of the right and only true Obje&t 
of Prayer. — And this was mentioned in 
this Second Concluſion. 

That in a forrowful Eſtate, aud upon +, Concluſion. 
all other Conſiderations, Prayer muſt be © 
made to God only. | 

Call, that is, Pray unto me, that is, 

Me only, or chicfly, is the Inſtitution, and P/#% 50- 
Command of the Almighty, all other 
Callings will find deaf Ears. 

It is God's Prerogatvie, and inſepara- 
bly annexed to his Regalzrzes, to be call'd 
upon in Prayer ; and he will not loſe any 
part hercof, nor give any of this his Ho- 
nour unto another. 

However, God our King hath been 


| voted out of this his ancienr, and highly 
 valucd Prerogative, and this his Honour 


hath been forced from him, not only by 
Pagans who have not rightly known him, 
and the Conſtitution of his Empire, and the 
Jealoufie of his Nature. But by thoſe 
Chriſtians who have pretended beſt to 
know him, and to be moſt Loyal 7o his 
Majefty, and moſt punCtual in their Ho- 
mage, and SubjeCtion to him. 

" $ And 
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And they have been thus injurious: to 
the King of Kings, and put forth under- 
valuing Remonſirances againſt him 5 part- 
ly through the Devils Subtilty, and part- 
ly through their own Jgncrance, Folly and 
Pride: tor that the Devil might the 
more ea{fily abuſe their firſt gvod p'ain 
Iatennons in their Devotions , he per- 
{uw aded them that Prayers made art the 
Sepulchres of Marfyrs would be more ac- 
ceptable to God, thenif made any where 
Elle; and then, when any thing great, or 
beyond Expectation was obtained at ſuch 
places, by thoſe who prayed there, 
this Enemy of Mankind cauſed them 


fo impute that not wholly to God, bur 


icme part to the Martyr, or at-feaſt for 
the Favour and Merits of that Martyr 
with God. 

And that ke might the more deeply 
fix this perſwaſion 1n Mens minds, either 
by talſe Miracles made there by him,or by 
true ones by God, but to another end, and 
by him turn'd to ſome other purpoſe than 
intended ; he hath ſo nouriſhed, and en- 
creaſed the Inclination of bumane Nature 
to Superſtition, that they,who 1n the be- 
e1nLIng Were Wont to pray to God only 
at the Tombs of Martyrs , did at length 


direct their Prayers to theſe Martyrs, be= 
; cauſe 


(11>) 
caule without their Help and good Wi- 
ſhes, they believed nothing ſhould be 
obtained of God. Now becauſe all 
Conteſlors are in Vow Martyrs, an all 
true Saints are either in A&, or Vow 
Confeſlors, and ſo there 1s the ſame rea- 
ſon of all who are Dead , whom the 
Church ſuppoſeth to be Saints, and the 
reaſon for the Angels far better : There- 
fore the praying to Saints and 'Anpels 
was uſed, and became Cuſtomary ; and 
ſo the ancient Devil worſhip of the Pa- 
gans under other Names, to wit, thoſe of 
Angels and Saints, but under the ſame 
pretext of Humility, is reſtored, or re- 
ceived of Chriſtians, or rather thruft 

upan them by Autichriſt. 
And think it will platoly appear,that 
Chriſtians are herein more inexecuſable 
. than Pagars, for ihey daring not to ap- 
proach the Supreme Deity without Med;- 
atours; and having none appointed by 
God, berween him and them, they uſed 
ſuch which they could in their own Fan 
cies make to themſelves: — Bugſeeing 
Chriftans have ſuch a Mediatcr given to 
them of God, who can do ail things 
with him as being his Son, and whatever 
he can he will entreat oi God for Men, as 
being the Son of Man, ard he fits - 
| | 2 the 


N.B. 


- thought himſelt concern'd to put in with 


\ 
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the right hand of God as Man's Advocate 
with his Father, and hath Commanded 
all his Diſciples to come to himfelf, Surely 


"when they have ſuch a Medzator appoint- 


ed by God between him and them ; if it 
were not abſolutely unlawful,yet 'twould 
be great folly to ſubſtitute another, becauſe 
none | can be more powerful with God, 
nor any more kind towards Men : Be- 
ſides, ſince Chriſt is not only rhe beſt, 
but the only Mediator between God and Men, 
to think of any other but him, is not only 


fooliſh, but impious: For, to will any 


beſides him 1s to refuſe him : Nay ! Tis 
as much as in us lies to thruſt Coariit out 
of his Throne, and to place another, who 


is niot God, on God's right hand, that is, oz 


the utmo(t top of Divine Majejt; ; which is 
not only Raſh and Silly , but apparent- 


| ly wicked, and [dolatrous. — And fince 


"tis thus, nothing can be more plain, tho? 
written with Text Letters, than that the 
Angel, and Saiat worſhip of thoſe Chri- 
ſtan Profeſiors is leſs excufable, than the 
Demon Worſhip of Heathens. 

Now upon this laying the Mediator- 
ſhip between God and Men upon Chriſt 
as the only Foundation, and rejecing all 
other as Rotten, or as none , Sebagius 


a 


- 
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a DiſtinJion which he had imbibed in his 
religious Education, and it was this; 
namely, That the Mediatorſhip men- 
tion'd by Theoſebius, had a reſpeCt partly 
to 7nterceſſion, and partly to Redemption ; 
and in reference to the firſt, Sebagzus ſaid, 
there were many Mediators, but as to 
the other but one. But Theoſebins an-. 
{wered, That this Di/tiu#:ou was partly 
#ucanonical, and partly falſe ; tor it is not 
found in Holy Writ, nor is it agreeable 
to the Office of an 7xterceſſor : For, to 
intercede 7s a Court Term, and ſignifies, 
not barely to requeſt ; but to Att with an- 
other Legally, and by Authority, and to in- 
terpoſe himſelf and his Authority where 
need requires it 3 and. thus Ghriſt inter- 
cedes for us with his Father, by in- 
terpoſing his Merits betwizt God's Ju+ 
ſtice, and the ſins of his Brethren, and 
by forbidding,and by hindring his Autho- 
rity, that he may not proceed with them 
ſeverely, and after a ſtrict and rigorous 
manner. 

So that whoſoever is the Author of Re- 
demption, the ſame, and beſides him none 
elſe is, or can be the Mediator of Inter- 
ceſion, and hence 'tis, that St. Paul ſays 
plainly , that becauſe Chriſt humbled 
himſelf to the Death of the Croſs, whilſt 
| TY” he 
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tie became a Mediator of Redemption : 
1 herefore he was exalted tofit. at the right 
hand of God, that-there he might* te- 
come Mediator and Tntercc{ſor . So that, 
the latter is as It were the Fruit and Re- 
ward of the former 5 and thereupon fo 
due to Chriſt God Max, that it ought not, 
nor can be communicated to any Crea- 


tures without the greateſt Sacriledge and 


moſt apparent Idolatry. 

Bur to this Anſwer, Sebagzus replied, 
That his Diſtindion was miſtaken, for 
thoſe of his Judgment did not mean 
thereby that they uled many Interceſ- 
fors, {itch as Angels, and Saints with 
God inſicad of Chriſt 5 bur with Chriſt 
inſtead of themſelves, 

Theoſebius hereto rejoin'd firſt with 
this Qieſtion 3 namely, What need is 
rhere ot another Interceſior with the /x- 
terceſſor 2, And one leſs powertu! and kind, 
with one more powertu], and affeQtio- 
nate ? 

Belices Theoſcbins added, that w hat is 
thus ſaid 1s falſe ; jor tacy uſe thoſe In- 


terceſiors with God, either inltead of 
Ciariſt, or together with him: Nay ! 


They pray to the Saints, That in the 


{ame manrer with which Chriſt iutercedes, 


th'y wouid aljo irtercede with God, that is, 


(121) 
by their Merits, or the Repreſentation, 
or Interpoſition of them, upon the ac- 
count of which God would allo grant 
them Pardon of their ſins, and this is 
manifeſt from the publick Zexme-of Prajer 
which are in uſe amorg them z and thus 
they ſhew their impious Folly, and Sacrt- 
ligeons impiety. 
Sebagius upon having this Cogent op» 
portunity hid 
Taciturnity , and hereby confeſſed thar 
he had no more to ſay againſt Theoſe- 
bius's clear Confutation of his foremen- 
tioned DiſtinRion, and his Explanation 
of -it , but he proceeds ro other Di- 
Rin&ions concerning the main Subjet 
which they had in hand; bur *rwas 7 
another Figure. The Bullion and the Mint 
were the ſame, bur the Coyn of another 
Stamp, for quitting thar firſt about In- 
terceilors, he frames new Diſtin&ionscon- 
cerning Prayer i# ſelf; whereby he would 
maintain Man's intereſt, and Priviledge 
in that Office..-— 
For ſays Sebagius, Prayer is diſtin- 
guiſhed into that, which 1s Chief, Direct, 
and Abſolute, and into that which 1s Ter- 
minative, or Subaltern, and Iadire&, and 
Relative, and Tranſitive, or which is paſ- 
fing from one to another : Now, ſays he, ot 
Prayer 


now exerciſe the Yirtue of 
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Prayer of the former kind, we (of our 
way, confeſs, That 'tis a Worſhip due to 
God only ; and that ſuch a Prayer to Saints 
is Idolatrous, but that of the laſt ſort, or 
that which is dire&ted,and referred to God 
by the Mediation and Merits of Saints is not 
Idolatrous, or Superſtitious, nor unlaw- 
ful but profitable, commendable , and 
pleaſing to God and his Saints. — Now 
whatever we alledge for Praying to God 
only, that we affirm to be meant only 
of the firſt kind of Prayer, and that alone 
is due to Almighty God. 

Now hereto Zheoſebins ſaid, That this 
Diſtin&ion of Prayer tis: frivolous, and a 
new Tavestion, nay ; none, for their's no 
Precept or Example found in the Scri- 
ptures of the Old and New Teſtament, 
nor 1n the Practice of the more pure and 
Primitive Church , nor in the very Fa- 
thers which are alledged by your Se&t in 
this Cauſe. 

But now- Sebagius went off, and urged 
another Argument in behalf of his Saints 
after this manner, They are, faith he, 
God's Fawourites: And therefore we muſt 
pray to them, to pray to God for us 
and ſo not to God only. But in Anſwer 
thereto, Theoſebius denied the Conſe- 
quence of his Hedium, for, faid he, = 

the 


— 
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the Saints in Heaven have much Favour 
and Grace from God, and much Love 


and Kindneſs, and more than they had 


here for us their Fellow-members;z yet 
we juſtly queſtion their knowledge 
of our particular Wants and Concerns, 


| and therefore (ſuppoſe it a vain thing to 
Pray to them to intercede with God for 


us. They have noordinary knowledge 
of us themſelves, nor can they be infor- 
med how 1t is with us, and ſo cannot put 
themſelves in a proper way to help us; 


for, knowledge is the firſt'mover in all hu- 
mane Actions, the laſt ACt of the praCcti- 


ca! Intelleq, being the firſt of the W1ll, 
fo that the Will of Man willeth only that 
which is ſuggeſted by the Underſtanding 3 
and if the Saints, as we affirm, cannor 
know, then they cannot wiſh us well, 


nor do us good by their Interceſſiens. 


But Sebagias told him, That the Saints in 
Heaven know ourPetitions to them,as the 
Angels know the Converſion of a Sinner, 
for which they rejoyce : But ſays 7heo- 
befras, This is no fatisfattion of the Doubr, 
but the occaſion of another queſtion ; 
namely, how Azge/s know the ſtate of 
a Sinner 2 For, they can't know the 
ſtate of others on Earth jby an Original 


knowledge, for that is full and Intuitive, 


and 
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and belongs to God alone : But they 


know by Communication from God; for 
God makes his Creatures know th: nes 


partly in himſelf, and partly out of him- 


ſelf, 'The firlt is a ſupernatural way, 
whereby Saints and Angels beholding 
God's Face in glory, do withal in him as 
in a Glaſs, as ſome have thought, behold 
infinite forms of things and Beings. 

The other way is zatural, and proceeds 
from the power of that Endowment 
wherewith Saints and Angels as ſuch, are 
endowed in that their bleſſed Eſtate. 
Now hereupon we muſt conclude, thar 
this their Knowledge is not ſufficient to 
warrant usto pray to them 3 and the Rea- 


ſon hereof is, Becauſe all Perſons Requeſts 


are either ſuch as remain in their Minds, 
and are not expreſsd in Voice, or ſuch as 
are expreſly made known : Now they have 
no knowledge of the firſt fort ; for God 
only, and the Man who thinks, knows 
thoſe Requeſts; and they can't know the 
fecond ſort of Requeſts, becauſe they are 
at a vaſt diſtance from them, who pray 
and petition them. Bur is not (ſaid Se- 
bagius) the Soul ſeparated from the Bo- 
dy exceeding quick and aQive, and fo 
capable of this Knowledge to part it into 
exerciſe ? It is ſo qualified, replics Theoſe- 
bins ; 


C224] | 
tis ; but howeverit hath itslimits ; for, 
it it work here,. it doth not work there, 
and when in one place: then not in ano- 
ther. Beſides, the def::e ot a Saint's Soul 
is bounded, and at all times ſubmits to 
God's Will, and it doth not defire what 
God will not difcover to it : It 1s no part 
of its PerfeQion to know all that is in 
God ; *cis not Divine but Humane Per- 
fetion it longs for, and is reſtleſs till ob- 
taind,. Now it 15 no part of that Soul's 
Perfetion and Happineſs to know our 
Requeſts, or what we ſay to it by ſeeing 
them in God; and hence we may con- 
clude, that it hath no ability to under- 
ſtand any fort of our Prayers, and fo 'is 
to ns purpoſe to pray to them. And here 

Sebagins puts in another Queſtion, ſay- 

10g, Cannot the Souls of Heavenly Saints 

know our Conditions by Revelztions from 

Angels £ Are not they all Miniſtring Spi- 

rits, and God's Guard in his Church to 

ſecure his Friends, and fight againſt his E- 

nemics? 2nd fince it is their Profeſſion, 
muſt they not declarcit 2 and muſt they 


| not buſie themſelves in their peculiar Em- 


ploy ments 2 They are ſuch Guardians and 
Oiticers, ſaid Theoſebius 3 however, they 
can'cgivea fu/ andexadt Account in all par- 
ticulars of all Perfons Deſires, Thoughts, 
Wants 
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Wants and Neceſſities; no, not ofany one 
Perſon, much leſs of all things, 6f all Peo- 
ple, inall places: They may know fome- 
thing in particular, as appears from ſome 
Inſtances in Holy Writ : But that does not 


conclude a general : But ſtill more, ſays | 


Sebagins, may they not know all our Con- 
cerns by Revelation from God 2 Yes, an- 
{wers Theoſebins, if he pleaſe to reveal 
them ; bur he hath not ſo pleaſed, he li- 
mits his power by. his Will, and can do 
what he willnot; for it cagnot be proved 
that God ever hath, or will make known 
all things in Heaven and Earth, to Mea 


departed, and to Angels, ordinarily at all 


times, in all places, without Priviledge or 
Exemption. 
ſuppoſe that God will communicate O-m-> 
niſcience to Saints or Angels ; for he gives 
according to the Capacities of Receivers, 


and they are not ableto receive this Attri- 


bute.[t is part of God'sEflence,and incom- 
municable,and therefore he doth not give 
it to them. But once more, ſays Sebagzus, 
may not that which cannot be known in 
a natural and ordinary way, nor by Reve- 
lation from Angels, nor from God, be 
made known in God himſelf, when the 
Souls of Saints departed, have a full fight 
of his Face in Glory 2 Do they not in ſee- 

| ing 


Moreover, 'Tis abſurd to 


7% ; 
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ing him, ſee all things? Have they not in 
that Glaſs the Idea of every thing fet forth 
to their view? if ſo,then they may know, 


and conſequently we may pray to them. 
My Anſwer to this Queſtion, faid 7heo- 


| ſebius, muſt be of larger compaſs than my 


former ; and therefore I beg of you a like 
Patience, and if it may be, a double At- 
tention, : 

Asto your Allufion of a G/aſs, you muſt 
underſtand, that to ſee therein 15 our Cox- 
dition here, and not theirs,who are in God's 
more1immediate Preſence. Moreover,even 
in this G/afs all things have not been ſeen, 
for the deep Myſteries of the Goſpel was in 
that G/aſs, and yer the Angels who have 
always ſeen God have not ſeen them, nor 
could they but by Revelation from Chriſt's 
Church: And though God knows the day 


_ of Judgment, yet the Saints and Angels 


cannot ſpy it with their moſt ſtedfaſt look- 
ing in him. Again, they who appoint the 


Saints zhis Glaſs as a means whereby thev 


may know all our Requeſts and Neceſh- 
ties,do wickedly bind God toa Conjunctt- 
on of Cauſes as a natural Agent,and neceſ- 
fitate him co diſcover thoſe matters to 
them who are in his preſence 3 whereas he 
is a fnoſt voluntary Agent, and may or 


- | may not impart the Knowledge hercot z 


and 
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and till they can ſhew what God doth 


| hide, and what, and how muck he dath 


make known, they cannot reaſonably per. 
{wade us that'Saints 1n Heaven have ſuch 
a Knowledge as may aflure. us of Succels 
in the Prayers we make to them. 

Bur furiher ; It there could be ſuch 4 
Glaſs, yer it would be tono purpoſe unleſs 
the Saints who look 1n 1t were as large as 
that is: But thus they are not 3 for they 
can't know all God's Szcrets, and they 
can't know the Thoughts and Prayers of 
Men, and fo 'ris in vain to pray to them. 

Beſides, We cannot gueſs what, or how 
much each Saint knows, and ſo know not 
to whom to commend our Conditions - 
We may miſtake, and pray to that Saint 
who hath no Commiſſion to help us by his 
Interceſſion : He may not be the Advoczte 
appointed to plead our cauſe, and do our 
buſineſs, and appear in God's Court 7# oar 
names: We know not what ſhare of Know- 
ledge any Saint has, and ſo may give him 


more Credit than ts its due. 


Now all this Uncertainty may cloſe up 
our. Lips, and diſcourage us from Praying 
ro Salts. 

This Device of a Glaſs zs t09 700 brittie 
to lay any itreſs upon it 3 and theretore 
we can frame no Argument from it that 
the 
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the Saints in Heaven may know our Con- 
ditions, and thereupon be perſiwaded by 
our Prayersto intercede with God for us; 

Now Sebagins having ſpentall his Que- 
ries, and being too weak to confute what 
had been urgd1n this preſent cafe 3 The- 
oſebius, proceeds'to his concluding T9- 
pick, from primitive Authority, and thence 
argues for his Negative Maxim about An- 
gels and Saints in Divine Worſhip : For, 
faith he, St. 4u/tzz in his 4th Book con- 


cerning. Gare for the Dead, diſcourſeth Cp. 14. 


largely ,on the 63d Chapter of Iſaiah, 
5.16, where tis faid, that Abraham is ig- 
norant of us, and (ſracl doth not know us ; and 
and in the Concluſion of that Diſcourſe he 
ſays, That if famtozis Patriatclis, as Abrahant 
and Faceb, did riot underftand how the 
World went with their Poſterity which 
came from their Loins; How can it be 
that Men deceaſed ſhould at all take ny 
notice of the ſtate, oft meddle with th 


| a/liſting Men alive on Earth ? 


And on the Promiſe made to King 7o- 
(ah, that he ſhould be gathered to Bis Fa. 
thers in Peace, and not jee the Deſtruition of 
Feruſalems, nor the Plagues which were to 
come on that People. 

St. Auſtin ſays, that the Promiſe had been 
to no effeQ, if after Death, Men may feel 


thoſe Calamities which ' happen in their 
K Life j 
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Life ; and he thus reſolves the caſe; name: 


ly, that ordinarily the Saints departed med- 


dle not with us, and have no Knowledge 
of our Aﬀairs. 

What though they may extraordinarily 
at ſome times, and by ſpecial Diſpenſation, 
take notice of ſome things: And what 
though they may be Aſi/fants in ſome ca- 
ſes, and to ſome particular Perſons, yet 
all this wiil not prove it reaſonable to pray 
to them. 

To this purpoſe Famblicrs an Heathen 
ſays, That thoſe Men make themſelves ridi- 
eulous, who ſeek any good but from God. 

'Or:t iacuov maiumy 04 G&vIpwnn, 
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And thus what was confidently and or- 
thodoxly aflerted, is plainly and irrefra- 
oably prov'd, namely, That in every com- 


fortleſs Condition we ſhould pray, and pray to 


God only. 
Enough, ſays Sebagzas 3 and thereupon 


other points of Religion, | And 


with a chearful Countenance, and courte- 
ous Bow to the Lefurer, he intimated his 
Satisfationz and according to his Pro- 
miſe in the ſtarting of this diſpute, that 
was followed with his fincere Converſion 
from his former Errors in this, and ſome 
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And now this crooked and knotty part 

of the LeQure being thus ſmoothed, Hind 

made ſtrait; 7heoſebias would not let it 


lie ſo;. but like a skilful Arcificer, made 


uſe of it to the Edification of his Hearers. 

Wherefore he firſt put them in mind of 
the Shame and Folly. which they procure, 
who apply themſelves to any other Ma- 


ſter of. Requeſts in the King of Heavens 
Court, than only his only begotten Son 
the Prince of Peace : For proof of which, 


he ſaith, That the Angels and Saints are 
out of the reach of our lowdeſt Crys, and 
can no more hear our Complaints than 
their Statues or Pidures tan'; and our Con- 
fidence of ſupply for our Wants by hear- 
ing an Anſwer from them to our Petiti- 
ons, and neglecting Divine Aſſiſtance, is 
as great a Folly, as Ammonins's Aſs's was ; 

who though he eagerly crav'd Food, yet 
neglected it to hear Poetical Fables. So 
that our Prayers'to them, are but the _ 
Spider. web Caſiles of our ſuperſtitious Con- 

ceits, and as equally fooliſh and comfort-} 
leſs, as they are vain and ridiculous. Fop 
when truſted to, they can as little helpas 


hearus, and will beas inſignificant in what 


we ſupplicate them for, as the Rowan 


Gods were to the Saguntines ; Who (in 


ſpight of their Divinity) periſhed by Za» 
K 2 


nihal 


l nibal nd the Carthaginians, ' for keeping 

WW their Faith to the Romans. 

| Now ſince ſome Mens Dangers ſhould 
(it-wiſely improv'd) be the caution of 0- 
thers,” 'rhen it ſhould be ours ; -and if in 
conformity hereto, we would diſtill ſove- 
reign Water from Hemlock, and Medi- 
cine from Poiſon; that is, Wiſdom from 
Folly, true Devotion from SuperRition, 
Ghoſtly Advice from Dead Saints; we 
ſhould {tudy and learn the: true, from the 
Danger and Vanity of the fore-mentioned 
Perſons faiſe Worſhipz and whilſt they 
prove Fools in doing otherwiſe, we ſhould 
be ſo wiſe as to make Almighty God the 
ozly Objed of our Prayers, and fend upour 
Hearts and oar Delires to him through 
Chriſt che only Mediator and Interceflor : 
By doing thus, we ſhall ſpeed, and be as 
ſure to have,asthat we ask 3 ard to tino,as 

th: » pony | 
2m« Inſtances herein may- be expedi- 

be; ſo that, when upon Examination of 
our telves \ which is a neceſſary Duty, we 
perceive our Souls comfortlels under the 
weight of our 1835, and that the remem- 

"brance of them 1s grievous to-us, "and the 
_—_— of thera intollerable, we ſhould pray 
£3 cur Saviour, and raind him of his gra- 
4 ious Pr omiſe,; thiat he will give Reſt to 
"524; 1140 are thus weary, and heavy laden. 


When 
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When our Souls are wounded, and ſick 
through. the unwearted Afſaulrs of our 
ſpiritual Enemies, we muſt go to cur 
Apartments and there Pray, Not #oly 
Lady Mary,but ot Lord, Heal our Souls, 
for we have ſinned againſt thee 3 ſay nor, 
by thy : Wounds. O dear Saint Francis ! 
But by thy Paſſton, O dear and ſweet Jef 
mtercede for us. 

When Holy Deſires thro*GoQ's Grace 
are planted in our hearts, we ſhould 
Pray to him @ily, who fulfils the Deſires of 
them who fear him, that he would quench 
thoſe Thirſtings, and fatiate thoſe :Paxt- 
zngs of our Souls aiter him. 

When we are under ſhrewd Tryals 
- through various Temptations, and ar 
that time God delays help, and ſtops his 
Ears when we Cry ; we ſhouid then 
throw up an Eye, and it ſhould be a Veep. 
zng Eye to Heaven, and in an humble po- 
Rture Pray, — Up Lord./iy ſleepe/t thou, 
awake, and be not abſent from us for ever, 
At chy Feet, and there only will we lye 
with our Petitions, and if we cannot 
ſpeed, bur muſt even there perith, ler us 
_. periſh. To wind up our Bottons, 

When we are hated and perſecuted by 
the World, and our Croſles I'ke row!» 
Waves mual:iply to Mountains, and they 
ruſh down to overwhelm us ; -- we m2{k 

| K 3 ChE 
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then Addreſsour ſelves to God in Prayer, 


and weep another Wave in complaint to him, 


and beſeech him to hear our Cry and ſave 
us; we muſt throw all our Ccmplaints 
into his Ears, all our Groans, and Sighs 
into his Bowels ; and hereupon he will 
bow down, and lend us hisEar by heark- 


ning to the Voice of our Cry, and then his 


Bowels will yearn towards us, and he will 
bow embrace us with his Arms, and feed 
our Souls with his Kiſſes, by giving us 
frequent Tokens of his Love, 

Thns ſpake Theoſebins : — And Glycou 
having noted with much SatisiaCtion, the 
mild, and ingenuous 'Temper which he 
ſhew'dto Schagius who was his Opponent, 
and that 'he had ſteep'd his Weapons 7 
Balſom, that is, his ſolid Arguments, with 
periwaſive Expreſſions, and thereby had 
wounded, and healed: him at the ſame 
time 3 he was ſolicitous that ſomething 
might be Diſcourſed of in reference to the 
Love, and civil Temper which we ſhould 
uſe to our Enemies in their largeſt Senſe, 
that is, not only to thofe who are ſo to 

our Sent.ments,or ſertled Perſwaſions, as 
it was in the forementioned Diſputants : ; 
bur to o:.: Perſons, and all our outward : 
Gonecrns ; and having good Reaſon to 
judge Eumenes to be a Perſon univerſally 
Benevolent 3 he prayed him to proceed in 
their 
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their next Meeting upon this Matter 5 
Eumenes, who very ſeldom if ever, de- 


nied his Acquaintance the ſatisfaction of 


their Wiſhes, and was Courteous and 


Compliſfant to an Example, chearfully 


comply'd with this, and after a little 
thoughtfulneſs, ſtood up, and thus Dil+ 
courſed of, —  - 


—penn—__— 


CHAP. X. 


The Worlds Ridde : Or, The Love 
of Enemies. Diſcourſed of by 
Eumenes. 


AHA S tne Love of our Newghbour Eumenes -. e, 


15 a peneral Precept of the Law 
of Nature, is proved by thys Reaſon ; 
namely, for that, every Perſon is wed- 
ded to himſelf, or his own Intereſt : Now 


One Benevolent 


and kind, from 
the word %y. 
12:vns Miris, © 


Benevolus., 


as often as private Advantages do fepa- 
rate the whole political Body, and diſ- 


Joyn -one Member thereof from another, 
the mutual Communication which Na- 
ture it (elf, or right Reaſon dictates tor 
every ones uſe is (uſpended ; and there» 
upon the order of Nature is violated, and 
God, the Author oi Man's ConjunCtte 
on in the Band of Love, is di{-rcgarced, 
K 4 and 
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and this muſt turn to the prejudice of 
every ſingle Perſon. 

However, this hath been the peeviſh- 
neſs and abſurdity of ſome People, eſpe- 
ctallv the Jews, and amongſt them the 

Scribes, who were their Mex of the Long 
Robe ; that they: have eſteemed Neigh- 
bourhood from each Perſons condition 
and quality, and ſo have thought none 


fo be their Neighbours, but ſuch who de- 


ſerved their Love by ſome Benefit and 
officious Carriages 3 or ar leaſt could re- 
turn one good Turn for another. — But it 
cannot be unknown to. us, that our Ma- 
ſter hath raught us another Leſſon, which 
is, that the Love which God Commands 
in his Law, doth not reſpect each perſon's 


| Merits, butdiffluſeth it ſelf upon the.un- 


worthy, perverſe and ungrateful. This 
35 the genuine Senſe which our Maſter 
the Holy Feſus didin his Sermon upon the 
Mount ; reſtore and vindicate trom Re- 
proach and Calumny , and thereupon 
made it plain, that he gave at that time 
n) new Laws, but corrected the 11] Para- 
-hraſes, and Comments of the foremen= 
woned Scribes and their Followcrs, with 
which the burity of God's Law was Cor= 
rupted. 

Now the whole Doctrine of our Sa- 
V.vur 1S a 5re ecable tothis large Scope, and 
: 2 Cxten- 
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extenſion of Love,where Enemics arein 
cluded 3 and the Reaſon may be, becaufe 
whoever can perſwade himfelf to love 
thoſe who hate him , will eaſily, or af 
leaſt more than otherwiſe, avoid all Re- - 
venge, and bear all Evils, that is, all 
Afronts, Diſgraces and Injuries, and will 
be much more propenſe to help, and, re- 
lieve. the neceſſitous and oppreſſed Per- 
ſons. 
Now the ObjeCt of this huge, and thick 
Chriſtian Grace, to wit, Enemies, muſt 
be exatly weigh'd in our Minds, that we 
may know its due meaſure, and when it 


is ſo, we ſhall find, That it fignifes ſuch yy, ,. ze. 
perſons who vex us in any degree, and have mies. 


offenſive and injurious Defigns againſt us : 
And ſuch who purſue us with ſcandalous 
and malicious Speeches ; or offer wiolence to 
our Lives, Eſtates, or Relations, or Friends; 
or who willingly diſturb our Peace, and 
proſperous Condition. 

And to /ove his Objef, is to forgive 
all the forementioned Rs to ſuch perſons 
who are guilty of them and behave our ſelves 
as Perſons civil, affable and courteous to 
them. | 

Now upon this Deſcription of Love- 

Enemy, Eumenes ſaid , That tho' it were 
I:rge and plain enough, and half an Eye 
might fpy it, yet he thought it uleiul, 

and 
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and convenient to make ſome Enlarge- 


ment upon it, that ſo he might fully an- 
ſwer the end for which it was propoſed ; 
and becauſe he underſtood that ſome of 


their Aſſembly had long Thirfted after 


ſorhe Le&ure upon this Suject, he rook 
this opportunity to fatisfie their Longs ng, 
by giving them to Drink largely of it. 
Hereupon he went on in his Speech, 
to add a Paraphraſe upon the Deſcripti- 
on which he had made of the foremen- 


tioned Love, and it was this, namely, | 
"That to Love our Enemies,is #5 be affeQti- | 
onate to them, and to ſtuc) , and deſire as | 
much to do them good, as we would to 


Eat | and Drink, when we are hungry 
and thirſty : Ir is to ſpeak well of them, 


and. to them, and to turn the Swords | 


which we have had in our Lips againſt 
them, ihto Words as ſoft as Wax, and as 
ſweet as Honey zyit is, upon all occaſions, 
to be helpful to their Neceſlities, and 
uſeful in their Extremzzies, and it 1s alfo 
the Condition of this Love as was hint- 
ed before, not only to do our ranco- 
rous Enemies no harm, ut we mult do 
them good, and more good than one, 
or two, or a few comes to, for we muſt 
do good to tiizir Perſons and Families and 
Forcunes, and to that end 3 we muſt viſir 
them when Sick, and Counſc} and help, 
” them 
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them when in'Danger, and congratulate 


| cheir Good, and pity and relieve their bad 


Conditions, and fend ſome powerful De- 
zachment to ſuccour their forlorn Fopes : 
and when we ſee one Enemy's ancient 
Family feeble, and faint, and ſtaggering, 
we ſhould lend them our hand of Ad- 
vice ro keep them from fallingz and if 
we ſhould fee another Enemy's Family 
lately riſen, ready to rot through the 
Showers and Floods of Miſrule and Pro- 


| digality before it be thorough ripe with 


Wealth and Bonour , we' ſhould be fo 
loving as to give it a Remedy if itbe not 
paſt x rl and where that Remedy is 

refuſed, we ſhould lay it much to /ba 


| to ſee thoſe Slips wither, which might by 


Providence have proved fair and dellicate 
Flowers. 

\ This is to love our Enemies, and to 
loye them not only Negatively, or ſo, as 
not to do them miſchief 5 But Aﬀrma- 
trvely, and fo, as to do them good, this 
1s to love them not only as Waſps and 
Flies, which will accompany the Apothe- 
cary in his Shop where his Syrrups and 


Sweat- meats are. But as the Do/phin who pranz, de 
will C raiſe to and fro in Storm, 70 help and Aunimalit, 


ſecure the diſconſelate aud faint hearted 

Paſſenger. 
Now in this larger Deſcription of Fne- 
eel 
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.#ny- .love, I muſt put a Note of ſpecial re- 
mark upon that firſt part which enjoyns 

us to Forgive and forget Injuries,and At- 
fronts 3 for in complyance with this Dy- 
ty, we muſt no more remember them, 
than if they had never been Committed, 
and as ſincerely and truly forgive them, 
as they have been miſchieoalhy and de- 
ſpitefully intended; and God hathin this 

Command joyn'd them together, and there- 
fore we ſhould Z&y no means put them a» 
Sunder. 

And this-we ſhould the rather remem- 
| ber, becauſe this Band, this beautiful 
' Band, is tov too. ſoon ſnapt aſunder 5 tor 
{if the Account can: be. taken) I beſeech 
you tell me how often, and more then 


often is. it ſaid, I can forgive, but never 


forget mine Enemy, my Rank, malicious 
Enemy, No! Here I muſt fay, Pardo 
aby ſervant, O Lord, in this Matter « It is 
_ enough to, Promiſe that I will not be re- 
venged of him. But Iſhall be ſo far from 
Forgetting, that I will engraven his Inju- 
ries in Szeel and Marble, that no time 
may deface them 5 and I will learn an 
Art to make them ſo. tough, that, his 
"Teeth ſhall not be able to devour them. 

Now this Blot at the Period” of this 
Duty ſpoils all, che leaving this part un- 
done, makes the other to be as if it were 


fy | 
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ſo alſo';-ahd ſuch Workers have no other 
recompencef6r'their'Eabour than their 
Pains, 4nd therefore” that part muſt not 
be negledeen 7 059 ; 
True it is; -and moſt True, that thus 
to love" a Task of the greateſt Diff 
culty to*moſt/Perſons, for it 1s contrary 
to the Wiſdorn,' and policy of the Fleſh: 
However, -We muſt in no wiſe ſeek excu- 
ſes from.our Infirmities 'and Vicesz but 
rather -induſtrioufly ſtudy to- do what 
God's Law of 'Love requires, and if we 
truſt to the Heavenly powerof the Holy 
Ghoſtz we may by fo doing prevail a- 
gainſt alt tlioſe'Aﬀetions which are con» 
trary thereto in us, his Grace with our 
Endeavour may be ſufficient herein. * 
Now in this Caſe of Difficulty, I would 
adviſe you to obſerve, That the ' Herb 
Moty, as Pliny informs us, is with much ,, 22 p.- 
Difficulty dug out of the Earth ; yer be- 
ing (o,"is more uſeful and efficacious for 
Remedies than others are ; feembably, the 


| moſt Excellent, are the moſt: difficult 


Matters to be obtain'd, and the moſt per- 
te@ Precepts the moſt hardeſt ro/PraQice z 
and further obſerve, Thar Men perform 
Actions very eafie, -not from Love, but 
from Nature, atnd herein they: do not ex- 
ceed' irrational' Creatures, for Toads and 
Frogs, Batts ard Owles,' Camels and m_— 
% allck 
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and other Beaſts. can AR after thatman- 
ner, as ſhall appear in another. place. 
. Now from: this; Quality of the Com- 
mand, to wit, that it is moſt Difficult, 
the Monks and, Frars of Rome; have tejgn- 
£d it roibea Caunſel,and nota Command (rom 
Ehriſt, -and-;they have alſo made Mens 
Ability and Power, the Staudard of what 
they, owe: to; God and his Law. .... . 

But this cannot be .and. that partly 
becauſe it is abſurd to make thoſe Offices 
of. Love free , which are enjoyn'd by 
God's Law; and. partly,becauſe it would 
iwjure Chriſt to lay, he only counſel'd 
and advisd, but did not peremptorilyſ 
' Command. and enjoyn his Diſciples that 
which was right and equal.;. and. partly, 
becauſe the-word Say, usd before, and 

ifying to Denounce or A, is very 
Ml mt toCountel or perſwade : \And 
11 -the next place, becauſe expretly -to 
Counſel and Adviſe what was Neceſſary tc 
be- performed, can in-no wiſe be proved 
from Chriſt's words. So that it was afſuf 
redly aCommand, and areafonable one, 
to Love our \Evemies. . For, 

It ismoſt certain, that each of us ma 
find twothings to be noted in every Ene 
my 3 one 1s, the natural Likeneſs which 
he, hath ro God, and the poſſibility of ob- 
_ taining Happineſs, and ths 1 is the caule ol 
Love 
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Love: The other's, hisTnjury tous, and 
his Averſionito us, and this is the caule of 
Hatred. 

Now, if we difregari the Reaſon why 
we'ſhould lovehim, and wholly hate him, 
then our Enmity outweighs our Love to 
God : As for ſcandalous Perſons, Chriſtie 
an Charity will not be wanting to them ; 
for, that hopes all things, and therefore that 
they may be converted to God, gnd'be- 
come Partakers of the Saints Communi- 
on, and eternal Happineſs. 'Indeed a pious, 
hatesa wieked Perſon; but then itis with 
a perfe& hatred ;, that is, ſuch which wants 


"either Righteouſneſs or Knowledge : Or, if 
you pleaſe, thus, He hates no Perſon be- 


cauſe of his Vices, and he loves no Yes be- 


cauſe of the Perſon. | | 


Now, though the practice of this Love 
be little, yet the Reaſons why ir ſhould- 
be otherwiſe are great, and mult be al- 
low'd by every body who will give them- 
ſelves leifure to weigh them z3 and the 


. « Topicks from whence they are drawn, are 


God, the /Vorid, and our Selves. ©  -: 
"The Reaſon in reſpe&t of God appears 


thus: The Enemy which injures and of- 
fends 'us, doth "principally offend God, 
' -and not us3 for, the fault is direqly a» 


gainſt God forbidding it, and but indireft- 
ly againſt us, who are injur'd : This: s 
ee» plain 


P/al. 8r. 


_KAR.B, 


plain'in the caſe of Davidand Oriab : We 


all know David murder'd that good Sub- - 


je&, a ſtout brave Captain, and alſo that 


he committed Adultery with Berſheba his | 


Wife : However, becauſe God was prin- 
Cipally concern'd in , theſe abominable 


Crimes, becauſe his Laws were broken, 


thereforeDavid in his Confeſſion, takes no 
notice of the Loyal Captain whom he had 


-abug'd, but only that he had fin'd againſt | 


God. 


- *''-However, the Caſe we are upon may 
_ appear clear by this Inſtance :  Suppole 
any Apothecary ſhould be ſo_ cruel and 


wicked, as to poiſon any of his Neigh- 
bours'with ſome deadly Snuff; and ſome 


Perfon being accidentally by, the ſmell of | 


it ſhould affe& his Head to his great da- 
mage : Now if the poiſon'd Perſon do be- 
fore his Death freely forgive the Apothe- 
cary, who intended. only, to kill him. Is 


-there any reaſon that. .the other Perſon 


ſhould beinexorable againſt the Offender, 
when he received his Miſchief indirectly, 
and much befides his Will, . and 1n a leſs 
degree? Now the Inference is, that ſince 
God who is the firſt and molt offended, 
forgives 'our Enemies, we-ſhould go agd 


do likewiſe. Again, we ſhould conſider, 


that the Afﬀeonts which we receive, and 
the Injuries done to us by our Enemies; 
proceed 
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proceed from God's permiſſive Providence, 


| and that they were only the Inſtruments 


whoſe Malice God can guide to our good. 


| Now we ſhould be ſo much Phzloſophers as 


to reduce Efefs to their principal Canſes ; 
and fince God's permiſhive Providence is 
the principal Cauſe of the Injuries done to 
us, we ſhould expoſtulate, and contend 
with God concerning them ; afhd we can 


deviſe no other proper way how this 


ſhould be done, but by paying our Allegi- 


ance to his Majeſty, and by thutting our Cp. 13. 


Mouths from ſpeaking againſt him, and 
by opening our Ears widely to him. 

We know who it was who ſaid, I was 
dumb, and opened not my Month becauſe rhou 


Lord didſt it, Thus did he only contend 


with God under the Hardſhip of his Ene» 

mies, and fo ſhould we.  _ 
Yell me! If a Noble Perſon ſhould be 
Cudgel'd by the Servant of any Man, will 
he be doggedly reveng'd on the Cudgel 
by cutting it in pleces « Or will he take 
his Remedy only againſt the fawcy Ser- 
vant, who usdit? No, no! Bar he will 
implead the principal Agenr, and expect 
from him the Satisfaction which in that 
Caſe the Law allows him, or elte he will 
not rigntly vindicate his Honour to the 
World. alt 
Now ſince it is upon the account of 
L Divine 
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Þivine Providence, that our Enemies 5- 
baſe and affront usz when at any time 
they do fo, God ufeth them as his Scourge 
to whip usz we muſt hereupon either 
abſurdly, and in vain, as reaping no fa- 
tisfaQtion, plead againſt them, or againſt 
God himſelt ; and it we can reſiſt him and 
proſper, pr impeach him, and vindicate 
our ſelves, we may take this Courſe. It 
is more than worth our while to weigh 
ſuch Proceedings, and to make them the 
Matter of our private Meditations as 0c- 
caſion ſerves. 

Furthermore, it ſhould not paſs our 

Notice, That God himfelf does perform 
this Office which he enjoyns us : He lays 
his hand to the ſame Work, and gives -us 
Tools cut of his own Shop, and makes the 
Sampler which ſhould dire us: For, 
_ Weareall his Enemies,and yet he is our 
Friend z we have the Sword in our hand 
towards him, and he holds the Sceprer, 
the Badge of Peace, towards us. While 
we meet him as Golzah did David, he 
runs towards us, as the Prodigal's Father 
did towards his Son: We all tin againſt 
him, and yet he cauſerh bis Sr to riſe 
upon the good and evil, and Rains upon the 
jaſt and unjuſt. T 

Let me entreat you to ponder the con- 
ſequence of the contrary 3 ſhould God 

| contend 
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cofitend and. fall out preſently with us 


his Servants,npon our Faults againſt him ; 


all the Elements might foon deny ustheir 
Obſervance and Aſliſtance. 

The Earth might not ſuſtain us, nor 
the Sax ſhine upon, or the Fire heat us, 
nor the Air breath upon us, nor the Wa- 
ter refreſh us : But our God is Gracious 
and full of Forgiveneſs, and abundant in 
Pardon, and his Mercies are numberleſs, 
and he deals not. with us as we deal with 
our ſelves ; but permits us tho' lus Ene- 
mies to have the uſe, and benefit of theſe 
his Creatures, And hereto we may add, 
That he lovingly gives us Life, Motion, 


Senſe, Apparel, Food, Friends, and all 


things neceſſary, and he ſo overcomes 
our great Enemy Satan, that he cannor 
hurt us as be would, anddaily f{trives to 
do. And thus it is manifeſt, that in re- 
ference to God we may frame a Reaſon. 
an undeniable Reaſon , why we ſhould 
Love our Enemies, 
 Andif we will further Conſider, that 
the whole World doth thus, and that in 
all its parts; we may hence frame another 
Argument for this Duty; for, we daily 
tread upon the Earth, and frequently 
rend it in pieces and dig it up, and caſt 
upon it all our Filth and Excrements : 
However that, being taught of God, ren- 
LA ders 
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ders to us good for evil z for ic produceth 
for our ' uſe, Herbs, Fruits, Plants: Ay! 
Gold, Silver, precious Stones and all 
Metals. — We cut and ſcrape the Vines 
and Trees yearly : However, they afford 
great ſtore of Grapes and Apples. 

Paſs we on to the ſenſizzve part, and 
tell me, don't we ſeverely , and ſome- 
times cruelly whip, and kick, and beat 
our Dogs : However they foon forget all 
that il] uſage, and kindly ſhake them- 
ſelves round us, and Salute, and flatter 
us with their Tailes. nn 

Proceed we on te the beſt part of the 
World the rational Creatures, and they 
flow over with Examples of this Love : 
Every Sckool- boy can tell us that that 
Royal Heathen Caius Ceſar was wont 
to forget nothing bur Injuries 3 and the 
Athenian Pericles, when he was reproach. 
fully Rail'd upon all cay, by a rude and 
ſcurrilous Stage-player, heard him with 
much Patience, and at Night lighted him 
home with his Torch, and Courteouſly 
took his leave of him. 

Foſeph the Patriarch muſt not be for- 
got asan Inſtance herein, for he was cruck 
ly ſold by his Brethren, and ajmoſt flain; & 
yet reveng'd their Injuries no other way 
than by transferring Benefits upon them. 

Tt would be tedions to reckon how ot- 
| ten 
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ten Xing David ſpared his raging Ene- 
mies, and would it hecould have obliged 
them: For all Perſons but thoſe would have 
acknowledged themſelves to have been fo. 
 Letour next Stage be towards Mount 
Olivet, and thence let us take a View of 
the Law of Grace, and therein we ſhall 
find that the Holy. Jeſus, St Stephen, the 


been Exemplary herein ; this Motro was 
given by one of the firſt Rank of them, 
Maledicimur, & Benedicimas. — 1 Cor. 4. 
It is true, Theſe were Saints, and ſuch 
to whom a large Manifeſtation of the Fo- 
ly Ghoſt was given : But yet Ceſar, and 
Pericles were not ſuch, nor were man 
others which we may call to mind from 
our own reading and obſervation; and 
therefore what they did to procure a vain 
and tranſitory, why ſhould not we do, 
to obtain a real and eternal Glory # 
| Moreover , Joſeph, David, Stephen, 
Paul, and others were Saints, yet art that 
time they were allo Men; they were 
kneagded up together of Fleſh and Bones, 
and we all know, they had Senſe, and . 
Blood, and Choler, tho* they were Pure, 
and Holy, and fo ought we all to be, o- 
therwiſe we ſhall not enter znto the King- 
dom of God. : 
Thus we have heard that the whole 
L 2 Wor Id, 
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World, and each part of it enjoyn usby 
their Example to Love ovr Enemies. © 
— And now Eumenes was paſling on to his 
lait Reaſon for this Duty. But there be- 
ing 1n this Congreſs a Nephew of fiis, by 
his Siſter Aurora named Myſophil, who 
had been very attentive to what had 


been ſpoken, and having peculiarly no-. 


ted his 7ncle's Argument tor Enemy-Love 
which was drawn from Authority, eſpe- 
cially as to the two firſt parts of it; 
made ſome fign to Glycor , that they 
might admit of his chearful 7zterpone, 
before any other Argument was urged in 
the preſent Matter. This offer was kind- 
Iy accepted 3 and hereupon DMuſophil 
added to the Narrative of the firſt part of 
the Worlds Teſtimony for the Love of 
our Enemies, this, That 


Tho pintht with Storm the April Tulip be, 
Tet when that's ore, it ſmiles moſt grate- 
fully | . 

And as unhurt, Courts as before each Eye. 


And again: 


Th Air pleaſing Bird,tho' turned out of Cage, 
Wanders not to and fro in. ſcraming rage; 
Bat with her ninged ſails, doth cruiſe in 
00 Ar, 
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Back to her firſt place, where ſhe ſings more 


rare, 


I thank you ſaid Eumeves for this gil? 
Button to my Freez Jerkin, and for this 
carving, ſaid Glycon, to our Oakes board. 

And now Emmenes had in reſerve his 
laſt Reafon to Diſcourſe upon 3 but con- 
ſidering that *twould take up more time 
than could at preſent be well ſpar'd, to 
make it clear and demonſtrative to his 
Friends, he kept it as a fir Subject for 
their hearing the next Meeting. 


ſ 


ee eee eee 


CHAP. XL 


Eumenes Second Diſcourſe, of the 
Love of Enemies. 


HEN they appear'd together 

again, after the uſual Formalities 

were over, Eumenes aſſiſted their Mec- 
mories with a ſhort Narration of what- 
had been formerly deliver'd, and then 
paſt on toanother main Reaſon, why all 
Chriſtians ſhould Love their Enemies, 
and this he drew from the State and C 0%; 
dition of all Perſons \n this World. : 
For, ſays he, We can go no where, but | 


Wwe ſhall meet with opprobrious Terms, 
L 4 and 
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and injurious AQions, theſe are daily paſt 
upon us, and 'we can get no Buckler large 
enough to defend us from them: How- 
ever, unleſs we learn to Love theſe Ere- 
mies, Who are thus deſperately bent a- 
qzinſt us, and to Pardon their Afﬀronts, 
and ſometimes wink at their Diſ-obligati- 
ons, there will be no Love, or Peace in 
this Life ; we muſt love them, or we can 
ſcarcely Love any Body ;, and therefore 
we ſhould do exceeding well, and that 
which would be much more than the va- 
lue of our Pains, to make this Virtue of 
Neceſlity. 
And here cannot chooſe but add, That 

in this Life, we are fo frail of Temper, 
ard ſo full of Sin, that the very thought 
hereof ſhould hinder us from: breaking 
the Band of Love, when Injuries and Diſ- 
graces are caſt upon us. For to expoſtu- 
late this Caſe a little, I pray tell mie, Are | 
we deſpiſed > Let us conſider that we 
have nothing Praiſe worthy : Are we 
cheated, or plunder'd of our Goods ? Let 
us conſider, that they were periſhable 
and uncertain, and that it becomes cach 
of us tobe as thoſe; who have nothing : 

: Are we hurt and maim'd in our Bodies? 
We ſhould conſider, that this is a 
tort of neceſſary Diſciptine taught us by 

fred himſelf : Are Traps and Snarcs jak 
tor 
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for our Lives 2 We ſhould then conſi der, 
what St. Paul ith this very Caſe did, and 
follow him : Are we maliciouſly and 
pzeviſhly flnder'd, and- frequently. ill 
ſpoken of 2 We ſhould then Note, that 
our Great Maſter, and degr Saviour. was 
ſo uſed, and when te was revil'd, revild 
not again, | | 

Now when we are gone hence, and 
have proper time to Meditate; let us do 
fo, by weighing theſe foremention'd Con» 
fidergtions, and then we muſt think it 
reaſonable to Love our Enemies ſo as to 
forgive, and forget their Injuries, 

And beſides all this, (for Arguments in 
this Caſe ſwarms about us.) It 18 an Office 
molt excellent in its Eflence and Opera» 
tions, and highly Beneficial to- thoſe who 
can execute-it 3 and in good Earneſt none 
can be more, for it is a Matter Generous, 
Noble, and moſt Chriſtian like. 

To Love our Friends is a mere Mecha- 
nical Employ, and can Challenge only the 
Name ot Trafftick, or Merchazdiſe 5 for 
that is ſuch, and not Friendſhip, which 
aims at Gain, and only regards that it 
may be hoarded up. To love our Friends 
is an Occupation which Publicans and Sin- 
riers can {et themſelves about: Ay, and - 
by your leave, ſaid Muſophil, this Occu- 
pation as you well word it, may bath 

| at 
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hath been manag'd by Creatures moſt ir- 
rational and vile: For, 


Wetves, Vipers, Lions, Typers, cas 

Give Leve unto their Brood as well as Man ; 
The Youth who picke the Thorne from th 
 Liou's Foot, © 7 

Got Friendſhip from him, and his Life to booz. 


It is well and traly obſerv'd, ſaid Eu- 
menes; but the Love of our Enemies 1s a 
Buſineſs of another kind, and a Leſſon of 
an higher form, and a Star of a greatcr 

magnitude. | | 
Believe at, there is nothing of the fore- 
mentioned Merchandize init ; But we muſt 
acknowledge that there is 1n it another, 
which 15 much more gainful 3 for hereby 
we wind and turn the penny for things 
— 
[c i5not impoſſible but a Friend may be 
loved for the fake'of God z however it 1s 
not ſo apparent as that there can be no 
queſtion made of it : But when an Ene- 
Ny 1s loyed, it ſeems as clear as Light it 
felt, that he is ſo 1n reſpet of God himſelf; 
tor where ſhall we find any other Motive 
co 1t? *Tis certain, that the Love of God 
doth not-ſhine forth very hot in a Friend, 
but in an Enemy it ſpreads forth its Beams 
largely, aud its Rays are very keen and 
bervent 


(155) 

fervent. And though thus to love be a- 

gainſt Nature, yet it is only that which 1s 

corrupt ; for it agrees, and is very ſuitable 

to that Nature which is improved, and aſſiſt- 

ed by Gods Grace. | SD 

- I have hieard long ſince, that it was a St.7hm.s. 22. | 
Queſtion put by a School-man, Whe- Jr 27 #7 
ther the Love of a Friend or an" Enemy, . 

be a matter moſt generous and excellent 2 

And he reſolves it for the Love of the E- 
zemy.- I ſhall not loaden your Ears by 

making Inlerences hereupon, nor ſcratch 

them by School-Briars : You have heard 

my Argument in the caſe, and let it fink 

or ſwim, flouriſh or wither in your due 
Management of it, while I proceed to 

add, that the Office which we diſcourſe 

of, is profitable and advantageons. It will 

appear in our progreſs that it is a ſingle 

Ship far richer fraighted than an whole 

Fleet from the Indies ; and a fingle Medat, 
of more value than all the Golder Mines ir: 

Peru. — oo. | 

It is the Obſervation of an eminent Aus py. de Viitiz 

thor, That the Gardzzers do expe that Inimicor. -; 
their Roſes and Violets ſhould flouriſh the 
better by being ſet near Leeks and Onyoys ; 

and their Reaſon is,. becauſe all the fowre 

Juices of the Earth are conveyed unto 

them : Semblably, An Enemy by contraCt- 

ing to himſelf our peeviſh qualities, may 

4 render 


P/al, 118. 


( 156) 
render us leſs humourfome,and more can- 
did and ingenuous to our Friends, who 
are in a better and more happy Condition 
than our ſelves. But there is a more excel- 
lent Author, who in our matter in hand, 
wraps up a better Obſervation than this 
in an elegant 7rope, and it is the Royal 


Prophet Davzd, for when he ſpeaks of his | 


Enemies, his rancorous Enemies, he fays, 
They compaſſed me about like Bees, and burnt 
me like a fire in the Thorns, as | have 
read it tranſlated; ſignifying, that as the 
Bee though ſhe prick with her Sting, yet 
gives excellent good Honey ; fo our Exe- 
mies though they make us ſmart with 
their Injuries, yet hereby they crown our 
Heads with an eternal weight of Glory ; 
and as fire among the Thornes affrights 
with makiog ſtrange Noiſes and Crack- 
lings, yet atterwards it ſcoures the Field 
from Weeds and Fern, and Traſh 3 fo the 
rroubleſome Injuries of our Enemies be» 
ivg patiently ſuffer'd, do purgeour Souls 
from our Sirs, and condu#t us to the Ho- 
nour which is everlaſting. 

Thus theſe quaint Expreſſions of this 
Royal Prophet afford us foecial Evidence 
for the Gaia which we may procure from 
che excerciſe of Love to our Fnemies. 

Ic is true, there muſt þ2 ſome Art made 
uſe of, and ſome Prucence fet a work to 
procure 
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procure this Profit; and we deny it not 
where we have leſs advantage than we 
may here look for : But hereupon it will 
not fail us, or we ſhall not be diſappoint- 
ed of our hopes, or »ot aſhamed 3 and the 
Reaſon is plain ; for, as Profit may be got 
not only from tame, but wild Beafts, nor 
only from Trees in the Orchard, but from 
' thoſe in the Word, and not only from 
ſweet, but from ſalt aud bitter Waters; In 
like manner, Profit may be acquird not 
_ only from domeſtical, kind, and benefici- 
al Friends; but from cruel, malicious, 
and deſpiteful Enemies. 

Moreover, I can make it good, that if 
we love them, we may receive greater 
Prefit from them than from our Friends ; 
and the Reaſon is, becauſe theſe, as good 
Fields, gives us Grain, F lowers, and Apples. 
But when we have got the Skill to profit 
by our Enemies, though they be as it 
were /ſcragg y aud barren Mountains, yet 
they will give «s Gold, and precious Jewels, 
and queſtionlefs, Rich, very rich Treafure 
lies hid under thoſe Shrabs, Thiſtles, and 
Thorns of an Eucmy: For, I pray Note, 
our Bodies frequently obtain Benefit and 
Gain from our Friends, but it we love 
our Enemies, our Sox/s ſhall procure from 
them the chieteſt and. greateſt Gain, and 
this is ſo fure, that 'twas the Opinion of a 
Wiſe 
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St. Bernard: Wiſe Father of the Chriſtian Church, That 


for advantage fake our.Enemies ſhould be 
loved more than our Friends z for tho' 
(ſays he) they miſchief our Bodies, yet 
they profit our Souls;becauſe they prepare 
everlaſting Rewards for them, and tho' 
they pillage us of our Carnal and Earth- 
ly things, yet they gather up for us 
thoſe things which are ſpiritual and 
heavenly 3 and hence the. inference is 
plain, They are. beſt to be loved who 
give us the beſt things, and as much to be 
preferr'd in the exerciſe of our Love, as 
eternal Riches are to temporal. _ 

It is true, Our Frzends give us {weet 
and luſcious things, but they ſtifle and 
choak our Souls ; and bring them into ut- 
ter Perdition! And it isas true, that our 
Enemies hate, and perſecute us; but they 
are hereby the Inſtruments whereby we 
obtain Happineſs ; for, our Lord and Sa- 
viour tells us, that weare happy when we 
are ſo uſed ; and ſince it is thus, what 
| Friend can be fo beneficial to us? 

Moreover, thoſe who are truly Cour 
rageous Chriſtians (and we ſhould ſtrive 
to be ſo) have ſo much fervent Charity, 
as thac they can concoct Reproaches and 
Injuries, and be nouriſh'd, and grow by 
them. 7 , 

It isnoted by Plutarch that thoſe Beaſts 

which 
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which have great Stomachs and healthful 
Bodies, though they eat Scorpzons and 
Serpents, yet they can digeſt them; and 
he ſays that there be other Beaſts which 
are nouriſh'd with Stones and Shells : In 
like manner thoſe Couragious Chriſtians 
who are hot with the ;lame of Divine Love, 
can digeſt all evil Surmiſes, and Reproa- 
ches which are usd againſt them; and 
they can grow plump and fat with fuch 
ſort of Serpents and Scorpions ; that is, 
hve their Graces exercis d and encreas'd by 
them. | 
And hereupon, I would to God we 
would all look back, Md think of the hot: 
Stomachs of the Martyrs, and then let us 
conſider, have not they therewith dige//- 
ed flames and hot Trons > And ſhall we, we 
Chriſtians of this Age, be ſo ſqueamiſh,and 
of ſuch weak Stomachs as not to digeſt 2 
few angry Words and Slanders? O cold 
Stomachs! What! have many valiant 
Saints upon Record, nay delicate Virgins 
indur'd patiently Racks, and Beaits, and 
many other Torments, and do we ſay 
that we can't ſuffer the Reproaches of 
vile Men? Have they ſwallowed the met 
diſtaſteful, and can'c we ſip a ſcarce Bit> * 
ter Potion? For ſhame: How can we 
have the Forehcads to pray to be Parta- 


kers.of Eternal Blifs with theſe Saints, 
whoſe 
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Whoſe Examples we will not follow jn lie- 
tle matters? Believe it, it is a ſhrewd fign 
that we are moſtly our own Enemies, 
and that no Perſon injures us ſo much as 
we do our ſelves, unleſs we add the Devil 
to boot, For upon Examination we may 
find that his C/oven-foot bruiſeth us, and 
not the hard kickes of our inveterate E- 
nemies. He ſucks the Blood not of our 
Bodies, bur Souls ; arid does not plunder 
vs of our periſhing, and corruptible R1- 
ches, but of thoſe which are eternal : Man 
who injures and perſecutes us, 1s not our 
w.s. Enemy, but the Miniſter and Inſtruftor 
of our Salvation ; for God through his 
means works it : for he ſuffers the Sinner 
to live, either that he may be reformed, or 
tnat the good Perſonmay be exerciſed by 
him : And 'tis worth a Remark, thar this 
1s one Difference betwixt the Sons of No- 
bles and Injeriour Perſons, that the firſt 
have their Governors who care for them, 
and reprove and corre them when there 
15 need of it 5 the others have none, bur 
they do what they liſt: Thus thoſe who 
| are the adopted Sons of God, whilſt 
they are dutiful and obedient, and are 
Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven, they 
have a Goveroor, that is, an Enemy who 
exerciſeth, corredts, and reforms them : 
5 St. #tze. gg. Hereupon Chriſt ſaith, Love your Enemies, 


and 
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and do good to them that hate you: He 
faith not in this place, Do good to them who 
do evil to you, but to them who hate you. 
And this faying ſhews, that he who perſe- 
cates us, does not do us evil But good, bes 
cauſe by him we are exerciſed to Yer- 


' Fae. 


' When Rebecca had two Sons in her 
womb, Eſau and Jacob they ſtrove between 
themſelves : Hereupon God ſaid, Zhe El- 
der ſhall ſerve the Tounger,i. e. Eſau, Jacob. 
Hence S. Auguſtin asks, How didEfau ſerve 
Faceb, fince he perſecuted him to Death, 
and through the fear of him he fled his 
Countrey 2 To which heanſwered, That 
the Elder was to ſerve the Younger not 
by Obedience, but Yexation, as the Fire 


ſerves the Gold : Wherefore tho' the Sin» 


ner perſecutes the Righteous by Scoffs 
and Injuries, and threats of Death; yet 
he doth not hurt, but profit him , he 
doth him good and not evil, and there- 
fore is not his Enemy : He is only his 
true Enemy, who ſeeks the Life of his 
Soul, and always ſtudies to deprive him 
of his eternal Inherirance; and this the 
Devil doth, and therefore is his true and 
only true Enemy. 

This wrought ſuch Conviction apox 
one of the Aſſembly; who ſate near the 
| prelent 


(162) 


' preſent Speaker named Eureketas 3 that 


he openly faid,Certainly he muſt have xo 
Eye in his Soul, that is, no underſtanding, 
who cannotperceive much Splendour,and 
he muſt be a bad Accowptant,who cannot 
reckon up many Benefits which are plac'd 
in this Office of Love- Enemy, as you have 
deſcrib'd it to us : But if you can yet hold 
out,' I would beg the Favour of you to 
teach me how to make thoſe Exgizes by 
which I may frame it in my ſelf, for till 
now I never eſteemed it poſſible to be 


wrought in any Body. 


T ſhall, replied Zumenes, only teach you 
to make one Engine, and that will do it 
as well as a Thouſand, and thatis this ; I 
would have you not. only to know what 
the Grace of Charity is, as it hath been 
lately deſcribed to you ; but to live in the 
right uſe, and exerciſe of it; for, as the 
heat of the Sun conſumes the Clouds, fo 
the heat of Charity melts away Injuries 
to nothing, and ſo tranſlates an Enemy 
into a Friend : But on the contrary, as 
the co/d of the Night nouriſheth the Clouds, 
ſo the Heart grown cold with Malice and 


| Revenge, retains and encreaſeth Reproa- 


ches, and hatcheth Enmity out of a very 
little Injury. | Tu: 
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It is- worth more than our ordinary 
Notice, what we read in Holy Writ of 2 
' || Jittle Cloud which aſcended from the Sea, . 
and then the Heavens were much dark- 2-King. 18. 
ned, and many Clouds and much Wind®© 
did ariſe, and there followed a great 
Storm. For it may be thus applied, It 
is frequent in our preſent Caſe : That firſt 
a little Cloud ariſeth from the Sea, that is, 
ſome ſmall Injury from a ſalt, bitter heart, 
ſome Scurvy word 1s utter'd, and then 
other Clouds of Injuries do follow : Here- 
upon the,Mind is much darkned , and 
| much 7huxder and Rain, that is, many 

railing and angry Expreſſions fall ; but 
if the heat of the Sun of Charity, exte. 
nuates the little Cloud of Reproaches, and 
diſperſeth it, then a Texpeſt of revenge- 
ful Evil will not ariſe. 

Upon Tryal,you will find that the At- 
fetion of Love 1s an hot Sun, and he that 
takes it away, deprives the World of that 
Planet ;, but if it remain, then as the Sun 
gives light to the Stars, ſo that will give 
Lovelineſs to Angels and Men: And as 
Gold gilds Wood and Iron, and adorns 
them, ſo will that AfﬀeCtion gild the Soul, 
and cloath it with the Ornament of 
God. 
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' Jam hugely farisfied ſaid the foremen- 


tioned Eureketas, that an Engine made as 
you have dire&ed, is proper to frame this 
fort of Aﬀection, and when it is fram'd, I 
muſt own .it to be an excellent Peice, and 
ſuch as will make the Soul very gay and 
lovely. But there is one part of it gene- 
rally diſliked, and I have ſeen ſome fcorn- 
fully Smile at it, andfay that it fpoilsthe 
whole, and indeed moſt Perſons, whom 
IT have conversd with, Shoot ſome Bols 
againſt it, | 7 AT 
I had thought, ſaid Exmeres, to have | 


given you a Taſte,(a full Draught would 


prove nauſeous) of the Sentiments which 
ſomeentertain againſt this Duty of Lov- 
ing our Enemies. But you ſpeak but of 
one part which finds an 11] CharaQer with 
ſome Perſaas ; and therefore I pray men- 
tion it, that you may have your deſired 
Reſolution therein.  : £4 
It is then, with Submiſſion, ſaid he, 
That part of the Duty which concerns 
the forgiving of Injuries. That is replied 
Eumenes, a curious Slip oi that delicate 
Flower, the Love of an Enemy ; and ic is 
Pity it ſhould be blown upon, and ruffled 
with the Wind of. a detraCting Tongue : 
However proceed, and tell us, VVhat is 
= 111 Charatter which you nave heard 
vl it. Co LL ES t 
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 Ttis this,faid Ewrekeras, Namely; that: 
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to forgive Injuries is called by Joie 4 low, 
pittiful ſneaking, Temper, and usd only 
Perſons of narrow, ſcanty Soals and Fortunes, 
and void of all Bravery and Conrage. 

I have heard the ſame ſaid Zumenes.: 
but this is an Errour, and ſuci,, which 
rather deſerves Pity, if not Scorn, than 
a ſerious Thought, and an Argument a- 
g41nſt it would be too too great an Honour 
for it ; ForlI pray weigh the Matter, and 
tell me, Doth God himſelf account it 
high and noble to Forgive , and ſhall any 


' Perſon account it vile and baſe 2 Is it ho- 


nourable in the Lords eye, and ſhall it be 
deſpicable in the Servants ? Surely it there 


can be any ſuch Conceit, it muſt be the 


miſhapen Child of Ignorance and Pride; 
There are other Pertons who inſtead of 
forgiving Tvjuries, ſtudy to excule them- 
ſelves trom the. Duty, by fayiag. that if 
they do ſo, All People will flight them, 
and they Pall bear no Figure,. or avery lit- 
tle one amongft their Neighbours. © 
Now nerein | ſhall ſuppole as they do, 
and alſo that they may be ſcorched with 
the Juniper Coals, or the Scotts and Jeers 
of rude Tongues 3 but . then I muſt re« 
queſt them to tell me, whether the Cortt- 
mendations of God and Angels, will not 
| OO M 3 prave 
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prove a Remedy ſufficient to cure the 
{mart which they ſuſſer hereupon. 

_ Ttis well known that unworthy Per- 
ſons condemn them, and thoſe of the beſt 

ualifications think them Praiſe-worthy ; 
Pools deride, and Wiſe men admire them, 
and ſurely this Carriage may be made 
uſe of, as an Hardterchief to wipe off that 

aver which they rudely caſt upon them. 
It may ſo, faid Eureketas, and, I think, 
it I apprehend the Caſe right, it is thus : 
If I ſhould go to Law with any Perſon 
before a Judge, and all People who hear 
my Caſe tell me, That it is their Opini- 
on, that I ſhall be caſt in my Suit 3 and 
by ſome good means or other, I under- 
ſtand from the Jadge the quite contrary : 
Now hereupon Tſhould be ſtrangely dull 
and fimple, it I ſhould be ſcared by them 
into a Diſtruſt of my Suit, and not ra- 
ther diſ-regard their Opinions, and put 
my Confidence of Succeſs in the Judges. 

Rightly, very: r22þtly infer d. ſaid Eume- 
nes,and very appoſite to our Purpoſe; for, 
if God ſays we do well, when we Love 
our Enemies ; and thatin ſodoing we ſhall. 
get the greateſt Gain andHonour,we need 
not matter what others prate, nor fear 
their evil Reports; if he be for as, we need 
1:0t be ſollteitons who are againſt us. , 


T may add hereto, That if we any 
whit value Generofity aud Honour, and 


think that good, natural, and gentle Be- 


haviour are Qualities not to be ridicul'd; 
we ſhall rather forgive than revenge the 
Afronts, and hard uſages of our Ene» 
mies; for, there are no Perſons more 
Contemptible than they,WWho ſeek for Glory 
zn revenge;they are more like the Hangman 
who ſpares No body, than to our gracis 
ous God, Who ſpares when we deſerve Pu» 
niſhment, and in wrath thinketh upon Mer- 
cy : Nay, They are more cruel than any 
Hangman ; for, he makes ſome delay at 
the place of Execution, to permit the 
Condemned perſon to expliate for his of- 
fence by Confeſſion and Repentance, and 
after that executes him without any 
Symptoms of Anger and Hatred ; bur 
they who reſolve to revenge Offences, 
rage like mad Dogs, and enraged Wolves, 
and were it poſſible, would deſtroy the 
Bodies and Souls of their Enemies. 

And now, if to what hath been faid to 
the Cavils of theſe Enemy-haters, we add 
a Meditation on the Deportment of David 


 toSaul; we may for ever baftle their con- 


tradictious Humour, and if hereupon 
they bend not to a more mild and ſoft 
Temper, and become yielding and com- 
M 4 paſlicnatez 
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paſſionate s they will declare themſelves 
very willful and perverſe, and receive the 
ſame meaſure from their offended God, 
which they, meet to their offending 
Neighbours; for tell me, 7 pray tell me, 
do they ſay, That they have an Enemy 
which is Matchleſs, an Enemy Cruel, 
Subtil, Envious, implacable and incorrigi- 
ble 3 yet he is not worſe than Saul, and 
yet he was beloved of David, and once 
and again, and frequently endeared to 
bim: And (which is hizhly worth our No- 
tice) at thole very times, when he laid a 
thouſand Snares and Traps for his Lites 
- and perſever*d in his Tyranny, in ſpight 
of a World of kindneſs, and an whole 
Mine of Coals of Love laid on his head, 
which ſhould have melted him into a 
more mild Temper, 

Now, what can our Exemy-haters com- 
plain of which hath any Colour of like- 
neſs to this uſage, Which David met with 
from Saul 2 Is 1t (beſides what hath been 
mentioned) becauſe their Enemies have 
forced away part of their Inheritance ? 

Ts it becauſe they damnified their Grai 
and Cattle in the Fields 2 Is it becauſe 
they pillaged their Houſes, and againſt 
all Equity poſleſt themſelves of their 
Goods, and made them as poor as Jeu? 
FO | a 
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Is it becaufe they have malicionfly poj- 
ſon'd the precious Ointment of their good 
Names? Is it becauſe they live better, 
and are more eminent in the World, 
and. have a greater Credit and Repute 
with their ſober Neighbours than them- 
ſelves have 2 Well, be it for all, or ſome 
of theſe Cauſes 3 yet ſurely it never en- 
ter'd into their Thoughts ro murder them, 
aud their Lives found better Uſage than 
their Fortunes. 
- But was it not even ſo in this Exams 
ple before us? And yet to theſe; theſe 
very Miſcreants, the love of a Royal 
| Heart was exercis'd, O Incomparable Love / 
And though it may not fizd, ſhall it alfo 
not make ſome Alteration in theſe Ene- 
my-haters; certainly it may, provided 
they will be at the ſmall pains to remem- 
ber a Leſſon but of one word, and that is, 
Conſider. | 
But by your leave, ſaid the former In: 
quirer Eureketas, what think you of that 
Expreſſion of the Primitive Father Naz#- 
anzen ; wherein he ſays, there Zs an an- 
profitable Peace, and an uſeful ſort of 
Diſcord > Does it not contra that Duty 
which you ſpun out almoſt zato an unmea- 
ſurable Line; and is it not againſt the 
Love you plead for, as being unacquaint- 
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ed with any Peace which is unprofitable, 
or any Diſcord which is uſeful2 No, no, 
anſwered Exmenes ; but it intimates that 
our-Love and Peaceable Temper to our 
Enemies, ſhould be declar'd not upon a- 
ny Zerms, but only ſych as are Lawful ; 
or Which have Peace with them without 
Confederacy with their Luſts ; and jar 


and fight with theſe, whilſt they kiſsand 


embrace thoſe, 
I beg, ſaid Eureketas, the Reſolution of 


one more Problem from yon, and then 
praying. your. pardon for what is paſt, 
fthall give no more Interruption : . And it 
1s, Whether what you have faid would 
not prove as injurious to the Lawyers, as 
Enemies are to them which'hate them ; 


and whether they have not as 'great rea- 


fon to be exhorted to love hereupon, as 
any others who have been wronged in 
their Trades and Eſtates, and good 


. Names? For ſhould-your Doctrine prove 


Orthodox, there would. be little to do 
in Weſtminſter-Ha/l; and the Judges have 
as much leiſure to talk or fleep, as they 
had in that part of one King's Reign, 
when in oneTerm of the Year there was 
but one Sergeant at Law employ'd in that 


| Place; and whether this might be preju- 


dicial and injurious to them or not, will 
iy ſcarce 
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ſcarce require a Poll to determine. 
 Inanſwer hereto Eumenes ſaid, that his 
Dottrine of Love- Enemy ſtood firm, and 
was not built upon the prejudice of the 
Lanyers, or the Ruines of the Magz- 
ſtrates Authority 5 for, though we may 
not take it our ſelves, yet the Judge and 
Magiſtrate may give us Satisfa&tion for 
Injuries and Aﬀronts: Tis true, we muſt 
.not require it of them with #lcerated 
Minds; that is, with Anger, and Pride, 
and Malice, and Revenge, or Hatred, or 
any ſuch infeFions Paſſions ſettled in them 
and breaking out from them againſt the in- 
gurious and harmful Perſon : But with 

meek, humble, ſober, peaceable, ' and 8: 
mild Tempersz and it muſt be from a 
Zeal for Juſtice, and for Quietneſs fake, 
and from a deſire to make them better 
who have wronged us 3 and withal 'tis 
much, very much better to loſe many, 
nay all our Worldly Concerns, thantolert 
go our Patience, and Chriſtian Charity. 

But ſince theſe Sayings, ſays Eumenes, 
may be thought to be only -my own 
Thoughts and Judgment, I ſhall by dint 
of Argument defend and maintain this 
my Anſwer, as I have the Office of Leve- 
Enemy, upon which this Queſtion de- 
pends ; and my Reaſoas are partly, be- 
| , Cauſe 
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Trials of Caſes, and Furiſdiftion, and he 


ly it 18 4 part of Love to cauſe them to 


| ther I deferve them or not: For if I do; 
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_ God bath appointed Magiſtrates, antl 


"gy nothing contrary to Charity z and part» 
, becauſe. Laws are eftabliſh'd in all pub- 
id matters well ordered for the repairing of 
Tajuries, and comforting of thoſe who are 
hereby grieved. Now theſe would be per- 
tet Cyphers if there muſt be no Accompt 
made of them, againſt thoſe who are in- 
jurious and oppreſlive z and partly, bes. 
cauſe it is profitable - for the very - Male- 
fafors themſelves that they be ſued, and 
puniſhed for their Wrongs and unjuſt 
Dealingsz and that their Prey fo got, 
ſhould be taken from them ; and aſſured- ' 


ſuffer Puniſhment according todue courſe 
of Law : For heis lovingly and benefici- | 
ally fetter'd andchaſtis'd, whe is reſtrain'd 
thereby from his Oppreſſion. | 
Upon this Head, | remember the whol- 

ſome Advice which Seneca gives 10 Lucilis 
4s in one of his Epiſtles. 

 —[t is, ſays he, behoveful to neglect 
Injuries, and Taunts, and Checks, which 
I wil call the Shadows of Tvjuries, whe- 


it is-not a proper Check or Scoff, but a 
juſt Opinion given of me : Ff not, then 
he who was injurious ſhould bluſh here- 
at, afd not my {clf, Now 


nt tony 
'Now if there be not one Reaſon (and 
it is impoſlible there ſhould) why each 


. * Ehriſtian ſhould not Cox this Leſſon, as 


exatly..as any Philoſopher, I am ſure 
there are a great many, you have been 
told of, why he ſhould do it better. 

- I ſhall add one Example to the former 
I have cited, and ſoon after put a period 


_ to this Diſcourſe z and what you may 


(in your Retirements) ſuper-add by your 
Meditating upon what you have heard 
and read, and known hereof, will ſo con- 
firm this Duty of Love- Enemy, that it 
ſhall never be doubted of hereafter, byt 


' put in exerciſe with great Zeal and Con- 


Hh 


ftancy. The Example is this. 

 Pyrrhas King of Epyrus, had heard that 
certain of * his Subjes had injur'd his 
Name over their Cups amongſt the 7a- 
rentines : He ſent for ſome ,of them, and 
ask'd whether. what he had heard, and 
then repeated to them, was true } One 
of them anſwered, That if they had not 
wanted Wine, that which was told him 
was but Mirth and Feſt to what they 
ſhould have faid of him, This blunt Ex- 
cuſe of this Debauch, and ſuch a plain 
Confe(lion of Truth, turn'd their King's 
Frowns into Smiles 3 and by this his 
Mildneſs and Love, he afterward procur'd 
TR ” Tn. 
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the Zarentines Thanks whenever they 
were ſober, and their Huſla's and good 
WiſLes, when in their Revels and Jolli- 
ties. 

\ Your Example in this caſe, ſaid Eume- 
nes, 15 very appoſite and worthy to be 
added to thoſe. we have mention'd be- 
forez and may not only confirm to our 
Underſtandings, bat cauſe our Wills to 
embrace and chooſe this Love of our E- 
nemies, as you have very pertinently 
noted : ' And if in our united Devotions 
wewould beſeech Almighty God to teach 
us it. by the Hand of his Holy Spirit, 
(without: which all} our Labour will be 
Idlenefs, and our Care Negligence). we 
ſhall prove good Proficients in this Art 5 
for as red-hot Tron. burns by the: Fire 
which penetrates its Subſtance, and not 
of it ſelf; ſo we became zealous, or in- 
flam*d herein not through. our own dull 
Natures, but by the Fire of Divine Love, 
which God by his Holy Spirit kindles in 
_ 5750 1 


. With this wholeſom Advice Zamenes 

ſhut up his Diſcourſe 5 and Glzcon not dil- 
miſſing the Aſſembly thereupon, as he 
had formerly done, they chearfully wait- 
ed to know the Reaſon hereof, fuppo- 
206 ate retina: ng 
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ſing (as it fell ous!) :that himſelf would 
diate ſomething worthy of himſelf, and 
uſeful to them ? And after ſome Preme- 
ditation, he ſtood. up, | and made it evi- 
dent to them what an incomparable Are 
of Memory he had learned, for a ſhext 
account of the reafon of his Intention be- 
ing given, inſtead of preſenting them 
with his Note-Book, as a dumb Rehear- 
ſer of what the former LeEturers had de- 
liver?d, he made himſelf a' Speaking- 
Book to them by a punQual Rehearſal 
thereof; and when he had thus gratifi- 
ed them, he diſmilgd the Aſſembly. 
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